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SELECTED PORTRAYALS OF MAU MAU 
BY 
MARY ANNE TILTON 
t.·• 
A THESIS SUBMITlED IN PART I AL FULFILLME~T OF THE 
REQUIR EMENTS FOR THE DEGRE"i:: OF 
MASTER OF ARTS 
IN 
H ISTQRY 
UNIVE..i\.SITY OF RHODE ISLA ND 
ABSTRACT 
The general public seldom, if ever, has access to 
government dociuments until many years after an event. The 
public's attitudes and ideas are molded by exposure to 
various points of view and interpretations expressed in 
novels, personal memoirs, and newspaper accounts. For many 
years the interpretations of the causes, the growth, and 
the activities of the African revolutionary group known as 
Mau Mau in Kenya have been shaped by novels and personal 
memoirs written by Americans, Europeans, and white Kenyans. 
Generally, these persons w~re opposed to Mau Mau. In recent 
years, especially since Kenyan independence in 1963, more 
novels and personal memoirs written by black Kenyans involved 
in Mau Mau or having knowledge of it have been published. 
Only by examining selected writings of both groups may one 
have some approximate concept of this very important event 
in modern history. Personal memoirs and novels concerning 
Mau Mah written by both group~ have been selected. There is 
no attempt to examine all personal memoirs or novels. In 
examining each work, the author's nationality and the publi-
cation date are noted. Each author's interpretation con-
cerning the background, causes, activities, leadership results, 
and nature of the Mau Mau is examined. 
Each author's conc~ptualization of Mau Mau--its 
development , causes, tactics --is greatly affected by his 
background, his educational, sociological, and more par-
ticularly, his racial background. Differences in r~cial 
background explain the basic misunderstandings, points of 
viei, attitudes, and interest. There were basically two 
points cf view--that of the white, i.e., the white settler, 
the European, and th .e American on the one hand, and that 
of the bla ck Kenyan, on the other. The blacks' points of 
view were not afforded e x posure through personal memoirs, 
novels, movies, television news broadcasts, although the 
whites' were. Access to media and the media themselves were 
controlled oy whites. The whites c0ncentrated on the horror 
of the Mau Mau in order to rationalize their own behavior 
and that of their government. The blacks may have violence 
as the only means that would convey to the whites the blacks' 
feelings and ideas. The blacks felt that only their skin 
color prevented them from participating in the white society, 
government, and economy. The blacks were utilizing force 
to bring about change while the whites were utilizing force 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
The African continent was the most highly colonized 
area in the world during the twentieth century until most 
of the European colonies achieved independence in the dee-
ades of the 19SO's and the 1960's. Vestiges of colonization 
are still evident in Africa, the most striking examples 
bein~ the Portuguese colonies of Angola and Mozambique. 
Some colonies have acquJred independence through violence; 
in pther instances the transition has been ~ccomplished 
through careful structuring and education. In still other 
instances, independence has been granted with only a little 
preparation and with the desire to a~oid violence. 
In the case of Kenya, two points immediately come 
to mind. During the decade of the 19SO's, Kenya was the 
scene of the bloody, violent "Mau Mau" uprising. Secondly, 
since the revolt, Kenya has acquired the reputation of 
having one of the most stable goverh~ents in Africa. 
Although Britain and her colonial governments have seen 
many disturba~ces since World War II, the Mau Mau revolt 
seems to have been the most publicized and che most violent. 
1 
Kenya Colony became an independent nation and a 
member of the British Commonwealth of Nati6ns on Decem-
ber 12, 1963. Joma Kenyatta, as Prime Minister, headed 
2 
the government of the independent nation at its inception. 
The following year when Kenya became a republic, Kenyatta 
became its president in which capacity he has continued 
to serve. October 23, 1952--cnly a little more than 
eleven years before Kenya became an independent nation--
the white settle r government of Kenya Colony headed by 
Sir Evelyn Baring declared a State of Emergency. The gov-
ernment had come to believe that an insurrection against 
the settlers and the government was being planned by cer-
tain elements cf the African population and that this plan 
was being executed gradually. Joma Ken y atta was one of 
the first to be arrested, then tried and irr.prisoned under 
the provisions of the Declaration. The governmint incor-
rectly assumed that by imprisoning Kenyatta, the alleged 
leader of what came to be called the Mau Mau, the revolt 
would cease. In fact, however, his imprisonment may have 
contributed to its growth because Kenyatta was a most 
respected and educated African, a revered member of the 
Kikuyu tribe. During the whole of the twentieth century 
the Kikuyu tribe was the largest and most highly educated 
tribe in Kenya. It remained in most direct and constant 
cotttact with the European settlers. The government 
believed that mdst of the rebellious activity was being 
organized by the Kikuyu. Although almost all active com-
bat between government forces and Mau Mau ceased by 1956, 
the government did not lift many restrictions imposed by 
the Declaration of Emergency until the 1960's. Jomo Ken-
yatta was not released from detention until 1961. 
3 
Kenya's history in the twentieth century has been 
considered mainly in light 0f its relationship with Britain 
and its settlers. There have been several explanations 
for Great Britain's inftial involvement in East Africa. 
For example, it may be explained as an actempt to prevent 
complete German acquisition of the area. That is not to 
say that British explorers, businessmen, mfssionaries, and 
anti-slave crusaders were not in East Africa during the 
nineteenth century. Until the artificial boundaries 
demarking Kenya, Uganda, and Tanganika were agreed upon by 
Great Britain and Germany in the 1880's, Kenya as a polit-
ical, geographical, and sociological unit did not exist. 
Later the boundaries were redrawn to their present arrange-
ment. 
Kenya, to the east, faced the Indian Ocean. Tan-
zania bordered Kenya to the south. Uganda was to the west 
of Kenya, and Ethiopia and Somalia were to the north. Of 
all these countries in East Africa, Kenya was the only one 
which experienced such an uprising by the African population. 
4 
_Undo u btedl y , this was partially attributable to the f~ct 
that Kenya possessed the la r gest Europe a n population. In 
addition, this population was concentrated in certain fer-
tile areas of the colony, relatively accessible to rail 
transport. 
The purpose of this study is not to determine and 
analyze the c a uses of the Mau Mau revolt. Selected novels 
and personal memoirs written by Americans, Europeans, and 
European settlers on the one hand and by Africans on the 
other will be examined. In examining these works, the 
points of reference will be the caus~s of the Mau Mau revolt 
and the reactions to it as expressed by the aut~ors. Until 
Kenyan independenc~ was gr2nted,the world was exposed almost 
without exception to the ideas and a~titudes held by whites. 
The information about the Mau Mau revolt which has made and 
continues to ruake an impression on the world was not only 
disseminated through news media but also through movies, 
novels, and personal memoirs. The public has seen Rock 
Hudson stunned upon learning that his brcither-in-law had 
been killed and his pregnant sister maimed by the violent 
Mau Mau in the screen version of Robert Ruark's Something 
of Value . This film also has been shown on television sev-
eral times. In this manner, the image of the Mau Mau upris-
ing has been fashioned. Before proceeding with an examina-
tion of the various novels and petsonal memoirs , it is 
5 
_necessary to investigat~ the hiscorical background to the 
decade of the 1950's. This will enable the reader to 
better appreciate the views of the authors cited. 
CHAPTER II 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND TO 
THE MAU MAU REVOLT 
Through the centuries, material and intellectual 
developments in Africa have contributed to the evolution 
of Western civilization. Europe psychologically, geograph-
ically, and intellectually was re-introJuced to this 
11Dark Continent" during the fifteenth century with the 
Portuguese voyages of exploration for routes to the Far 
East. Various pores on th~ African coast were utilized as 
refueling stations by Portugal an<l other European r.ations 
which became involved in the rush to the Far East. Grad-
ually, after the sixteenth centu~y, 'these stopping points 
lost importance for the European nations, until the nine-
teenth century when Africa became one of the major areas of 
European col0nization following pachs set by th~ explorers, 
missionaries, and traders. Th~ partition of Africa by the 
European countries was essentially the result of the appear-
ance of Belgium and Germany who 
••• had not previously shown any interest in the con-
tinent. It was this that upset the pre-existing 
balance of p ow er a n d influence and p~ecipitated a 
state of international hysteria in which all the powers 
6 
rushed to stake claims to politica] sovereignty and 
to bargain with each other for recognition in this 
or that region. 1 
7 
In East Africa t h e writings and travels of explorer-
missionary Dr. David Livingstone revealed the existence of 
the cruelties of East African slave trade. Livingstone 
emphasized the need for penetration of the area by mission-
aries and traders to rid the area of the slave trade. Up 
until 1885, the British government believed it was neces-
sary to avoid direct commitments. However, with the grow-
ing interest cf France, Belgium, and Germany in East Africa 
and with the establishment of a Germai protectorate over 
Tanganyika, the British government took more direct control 
0£ Uganda. As a result of 3ssuming Uggnda as a protec-
torate, the British government had to establish a settled 
administration and to pay for services. This meant that 
the resources of the country had to be developed. To 
improve communications, a railway,started in 1896, was built 
from the port of Mombasa on the Indian Ocean to Lake Vic-
toria through the East African Protectorate later called 
Kenya Colony. The building of the railway was the begin-
ning of British involvement in Kenya, although European 
1Roland Oliver and J.D. Fage, A Short History of 
Africa (Baltimore: Penguin Boo ks , 1962) p.182. 
explorers and a few missionaries had penetrated the inte-
rior previously. 
With the realization that plans for Ugandan com-
mercial development were not to mature, Great Britain 
became increasingly involv e d in th~ affairs of Kenya. 
European settlement in the iertile and climati~ally com-
fortable regions o f Ken y a was encouraged. Euroueans were 
to provide technological and commercial kn0wl2dge t0 
develop the agricultural potential of the area. With the 
growing involvement of the British government and of the 
Europeans in Kenya, changes within Kenya were certain to 
8 
accelerate. From the 1880 1 s until 1963, when Kenya became 
an independent nation within the British Ccm~cnwealths 
there were a number of serious crises in the relationship 
of the Africans and Europeans in Kenya. These crises were 
to culminate in the declaration of the State of Emergency 
and the Mau Mau uprising. In order to understand the 
Mau Mau uprising, it is necessary to examine the background 
and the causes of its development, by examining the history 
of certain economic, social, and political developments. 
In Kenya, immediately before the British arrival 
in the nineteenth century, there were a number of events 
which led to restlessness. There was a decline in Masai 
power, a rise in Nandi influence, and increased assertive-
n~ss on the part of the Kikuyu. "The agricultural tribes 
were coming into conflict ove r land with pastorialists. 2 
During the later half of t h e nineteenth century , Kenya 
was plagued by 2pidemics of rinderpest, pleura-pneumonia, 
and smallpo x, and by a three-year famine (1897-1899). As 
a result of these disasters, the balance of power between 
the tribes was alte r ed. The tribes were unable to occupy 
11 · •b . 1 d . 1 3 a . tri aJ. an ar.:t .1.ve y. All these circumstances were 
9 
to affect the British control in East Africa. The Bri . tish 
were able to occup y some lands which were not being actively 
utilized. The y were also a b le to initiate and exercise 
some control of the Africans because some traditional 
tribal structures had been altered temporarily or were in 
a state of flux. The tribes were generally r.ot able to 
resist British interference for they were neither united 
from within nor from without. During the last two decades 
of the nineteenth centur y , East Africans sought to meet the 
demands of the Europeans. New arrangements in the African 
social, economic, and political organizations were insti-
tuted. These arrangements eventually developed into points 
2carl G. Rosberg, Jr. and John Nottingham, The Myth 
of "Mau Ma u'!: Natio n al ism in Kenya (New York: Frederick A. 
Praeger, 1 9 6 6) , p.7. 
3vincent Harlow and E. M. Chilver, ed., History of 
East Africa, II (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1965), p.4. 
10 
of conflict betwe en Africans and Europeahs. By 1920, sev-
eral developments independently and cumulatively in the 
relatio~ship of Africens and Eu ropeans were leading to the 
growth of Afri can nationalism. These included: primary 
African resistance to pacification; widespread African 
opposition to colonization; missionary activity; European 
settlement and the beginniag of land alienation; the growth 
of Nairobi as an urban cente~; mobilization of Africans for 
World War I; 3nd the establishment of settlement-dominated 
political . . . 4 institutions. -
The Imperial British East African Company concen-
trated primarily on developing the commercial potential of 
Uganda. A railroad wa s built between thP coast and Uganda. 
Along the developed line ~f transportation, the IBEAC estab-
lished depots which were to provide food and other necessi-
ties. In 1890,when the IBEAC pressured depots in south 
Kikuyu to be self-sufficient, difficulties developed. The 
Kikuyu did not want to be subservient to the Europeans. 
Although there were military expeditions against the Kikuyu, 
the Kikuyu, by avoiding an overall crushing defeat, never 
5 
officially surrendered to the Europeans. 
4Rosberg and Nottingham, "Mau Mau", pp.1-7. 
5 rbi .d., pp. 13-16. 
11 
Western education provi d e d by the missions was con-
ceived by young Africans to be a means by which to gain 
power. Many young men ha d become frustrated because they 
were unable t o g ain tribal influence which was held by the 
elders. The e lders accepted the control of the colonial 
power, while the y oun g men re f used it, These young men 
were to develop a nd parti c ipate in political organizations 
which were be y ond the traditional influence of elders. 
situation created tensions within the tribes and between 
the tribes and th~ Europeans. 6 
The development cf African nationalism in Kenya 
This 
was directed against the white settler. European settlers 
had shaped the social, economic, and political developme~t 
of Kenya Colon y . Since the railway to Uganda had to pay 
for itself, government policy encouraged European settle-
ment which could develcp 2n economy based on the export of 
cash crops. As a result, European settlers were to create 
a "white man's country". All governmental policies and 
European practices were devoted to that end. 7 
Nineteen hundred seven saw the establishment of 
the all-European Legislative Council. There was a corres-
ponding increase in European non-official strength which 
6 lb id . , p • 1 7 • 
7 Ibid., pp. 18-19. 
12 
had a greater .hold in developing policies concerning such 
things as land, education, and labor. "A colonial state 
was bein g est a blished in wh ich the interests of European 
settlers wer e paramount." The primary goal of the admini-
stration was the growth of a prosperous wh i te settlement. 
In this econom y the role of the Afric a ns ws s primarily that 
of wage earner, for it was assumed that the Africans would 
be mere productive working for European settlers than work-
ing for themsel v es and that the Africans would become more 
rapidly "civi'iized" by comir.g into direct coatact ,1ith 
Europeans. 8 Since the European settlers needed a labor 
force, they convinced the government that the Africans 
sh0uld have t0 pay a tax. Because the Africaris could only 
obtain money to pay the tax by working for Europ~ans, the 
Europeans would then be guaranteed the labor force needed 
to produce cash crops for export, e.g. coffee and tea,9as 
well as freedom from African competition in producing cash 
crops. 10 After World War I, European farmers, wishing to 
increase their production of cash crops, demanded more 
labor. In order to ~ontrol the labor supply, each African 
male sixteen years of age or older was required to have a 
8 Ibid., pp. 20-21. 
9 Ibid., p. 21. 
lOHarlow and Chilver, History of East Africa, II, 
p. 336. 
13 
. Kipande (a reg i stration certificate). This African regis-
tration card was also used to control tax payment and 
desertion from Europ e an far ms. 11 The g rowth of Nairobi 
as ~n urban center on the edge of Kikuyu territory was 
important in the complicated relationship between the 
Europeans and the Africans. This rapidl y expanding city 
planned for the European and Indian population attracted 
many Europeans. Nairobi became a reminder to the Kikuyu 
'' ... that the tenure of their own lands under the colonial 
system was h i ghly insecure. 1112 In spite of this or because 
of this, Nairobi became the fount and focus of African 
politics in Kenya.13 
During the First World War, Africa~s were drafted 
into service in the British army, especially into the Car-
rier Corps. This experience was to increase the growing 
consciousness that the world was larger than the tribe. 
The Africans began to realize the effectiveness of organi-
zation.14 While with the British troops in Africa and other 
parts of the world, the Africans developed a greater appre-
ciation and understanding of their position vis-a-vis the 
11 lb id . , p ... 3 5 4 . 
l? 
-Rosberg and Nottingham, "Mau Mau," p. 23. 
13
_Ibid., p. 26. 
14rbid., p. 26. 
14 
Europeans in Kenya. In addition, the y realized the impor-
tance of the extreme fertility of the lands alienated in 
Kenya by the settlers. Much land in Africa was not fertile. 
Indeed, most of Ken y a is not a fertile country. Two-thirds 
of the countr y is desert. Therefo r e, the fertile areas 
became overcrowded wit h a g ricultural tribes who were 
restricted ~n their growing of a cash crop, 15 e.g. coffee. 
Among the African population, fear over loss of 
land was at the bottom of most of the insecur i t y and sense 
of injustice which played so great a part in the African 
response to European impact. For the Kikuyu, land seemed 
traditionally to have had a deeper significance than for 
most other East African peoples. Their land system was 
usually known as the githaka system. A githaka is a plot 
of land owned jointly by the members of a small localized 
lineage, the mberi, the basic unit of Kikuyu society. The 
Kikuyu moved through their wooded countrj from north to 
south arriving in what is now Kiambu only towards the end 
of the last century. 16 By the time the first white settlers 
came at the beginning of the century, many of these Kikuyu 
had moved north again or had died because of the various 
epi~emics and disasters, but they did not relinquish their 
p. 338. 
15Harlow and Chilver, History of East Africa, II, 
16Ibid., pp. 338-39. 
title to this land. Since the Kikuyu were not there, the 
Europeans did ncit think that the land was claimed. Some 
was alienated with no opposition and some was forcibly 
acquired. 17 The settlers and the government alienated 
those lands which were fertile, especially those valuable 
15 
for coffee . Those fertile lands in the vicinity of Nairobi 
were alienated. Many Kikuyu opined that ali~nation caused 
overcrowding and the destruction of land and life. One 
European claimed that this was a convenient political myth 
perpetrated by the Kikuyu.18 
It is pertinent at this point to mention the growth 
of the population in the Kikuyu reserves. In 1902, there 
were 452,000 people (254 per squa~e mile); by 1931, 489,000 
(283 per square mile); and in 1948, 745,000 (ca. 300 per 
square mile). The high density in south and . central Kikuyu-
land was largely a consequence of the growth of Nairobi, 
with its opportunities foi wage labor and for selling cash 
crops. As a result of overpopulation on their reserves, 
there was emigration from the reserves into the towns, into 
European held land as squatters, and into forest land. 19 
l7narlow and Chilver, Hi£tory of East Africa, II, ~.339. 
lSibid., p. 340. 
19 Ibid., pp. 345-47. 
16 
Due to the political s y stem of the various tribes 
in Kenya, the British government decided to employ the sys-
tem of native administration based on the use of appointed 
authorities rather than traditional native chiefs. In 
almost ever y tribe, local government was in the hands either 
of the heads of small clans and lineages (as in Luo and 
Luhya) or of local councils composed of elders in an age-
set system (as in Kikuyu, Kamba, and the pastoral Nila-
Hamitic groups). These systems of government had serious 
disadvantages from the viewpoint of the central government. 
The heads of clans and lineages and the members of councils 
exercised jurisdiction over very small groups, and the sane-
tions behind their authority were usually religious. Elders 
were chosen by genealogical positions, by age, or as members 
of an age group. Elders could not exercise authority over 
persons not traditionally members of the particular kinship 
or local groups concerned. It was difficult to widen the 
scope of authority. 2 0 The British government felt that in 
order to exercise its control, it was necessary to appoint 
chiefs and headmen as representatives of the government in 
the tribe.21 The government also provided for the establish-
ment of Local Native Councils which were to be concerned 
2
-()Ibid., pp. 348- 4 9. 
2 l I b i d • , p • 3 Lf 9 . 
17 
with local problems, collection of rates, and taxation. 22 
The administration of justice was often hampered by 
the governmental destruction of the traditional sanctions 
in the tribe. These problems were often complicated by the 
conflicts of chiefs, traditional elders, and councils with 
the young educated men who wanted positions in the local 
administrati v e system.23 By 1920, settlers further consoli-
dated their power by having European members elected to over 
one-third of the thirty-one positions on the Legislative 
Council, and by having Kenya become a colony. During this 
year, 4,560 more square miles were alienated.24 
At this time, the gradually developing ·African 
1€:adership started questioning the "parc .mountcy" of Europ -ean 
interests. The Africaris began to feel changes which were 
sociological in origin. In urban areas, problems included 
wages, living and working conditions, and the European-
Indian conflict. In rural areas, the points of conflict 
included the government alienation of African land, the poll 
tax, the recruitment of labor for Europeans, and local 
government administration, especially the government appoint-
ment of chiefs and headmen. 25 After 1920, Africans began 
2 2 I b i d • , p... 3 5 0 • 
23Ibid., pp. 351-52. 
24 Rosberg and Nottingham, "Mau Mau," p. 33. 
25
_!pid., p. 35. 
18 
to realize that only by a change of European attit~des and 
policies would the African situation improve. Therefore, 
it was necessary to convince the Europeans of the necessity 
of change. The Africans alone would not be able to bring 
about change. By 1920, the Africans had realized that they 
had an enemy against whom they would ~ssert what they 
regarded as their rights.26 
By 1921, the East African Association lead by Harry 
Thuku was established and became politically active when 
wages generally were cut. 27 The East African Association 
tt ... tended to re j e c t fund amen ta 1 premises o f white r u 1 e . " 2 8 
Because of his politic a l activities, Thuku was arrested and 
deported. While demonstrating again&t Thukil's arrest, 
twenty-five Africans were shot and killed. On Thuku's 
return to Kenya in 1930 he became a moderate. 29 
Approximately 1921, perhaps earlier, the Kikuyu 
Association (one year later renamed Young Kikuyu Association) 
was established in order to secure alienated land. The 
p. 354. 
p. 357. 
26Harlow and Chilver, History of E~st Africa, II, 
27 Rosberg and Nottingham, "Mau Mau," pp. 36-37. 
28Ibid., p. 43. 
2 9 Harlow and Chilver, History of East Africa, II, 
Kikuyu Association'' ... accepted the . colony's basic poli-
tical structure ... and sought only its modification and 
reform. 1130 Th e British government had professed a desire 
to have the colony directed in the interests of the Afri-
19 
cans. In 1923, the Devonshire White Paper, while attempting 
to settle the European-Indian conflict in Kenya, declared 
that African interests were paramount. However, this policy 
was never effectively incorporated into the Kenya govern-
ment's attitudes and actions, because of the control of the 
political siructur~ by the Kenya settlers.31 
In 1925, the Kikuyu Central Association, formed in 
mid-1924 and lee by Joseph Kangethe and Jesse Kariuki, 
-petiti~Led the ~overnor fer the abolition of tbe limitations 
on African agricultural production, for the dissemination 
of laws of the colony in Kikuyu,and for the selection of a 
chief to represent interests of all Xikuyu, as well as the 
liberation of Harry Thuku~ Nineteen twenty-five was a year 
of change in the ruling generation set. This traditional 
system of government was clearly incompatible with the new 
one of government supported chiefs and headmen. Hosr:ility 
grew between the elders who held government authority and 
who wished to maintain tribal tradition, and the younger men 
30Rosberg and Nottingham, "Mau Mau," pp. 40-43. 
3lrbid., p. 67. 
20 
who wanted education and the benefits of modern progress. 
The paradox, of course, was in the fact that at this junc-
ture it was the elders who wished to remain with government 
authority, who were going against tribal tradition, and the 
younger men who wished to retain it.32 Although in 1932 
Harry Thuku beca me president of the Kikuyu Central Associa~ 
tion as a moderate, he left after much wrangling. In 1935, 
he founded the Kikuyu Provincial Association which offered 
cooperation with the government. 33 After 1935, the KCA 
assumed a most po werful position, by reviving its newspaper, 
~uiguthania, which opposed government projects unfavorable 
to the Kikuyu or which might alienate more land. The KCA 
became involved in probl~ms 0£ several other tr!bes and the 
Mombasa dock strike of 1939. In May, 1940, it was declared 
illegal and its leaders were arrested as being seditious. 34 
Jomo Kenyatta became general secretary of KCA in 
1927 and became the first editor of Muiguthania. In 1929, 
KCA leaders chose him to be a representative to the British 
government in London to present their (the African and espec-
ially Kikuyu) grievances concerning land and labor, 
32Harlow and Chilver, History of East Africa, II, 
pp. 358-59. 
33 Ibid., p. 367. 
3 4 rbid.,' p. 368. 
21 
educational advancement and also ''·~ .direct African repre-
sentation of the Legislative Council. 1135 After conferring 
with several British government officials and seeing that 
nothing was settled, he visited the European continent and 
Russia. Kenyatta returned to Kenya in the fall, 1930. 
In 1931, the KCA sent Kenyatta back to London to 
represent the Kikuyu before the Parliamentary Joint Committee 
on Closer Union in East Africa. Althoagh Kenyatta was late, 
Chief Kainange, a representative of Kenya's colonial admini-
stration, presented before the committee many of the points 
' 
desired by the Kikuyu and KCA. 36 
Kenyatta did not return to Kenya until i946. During 
his stay in Eugland, he atteuded college and worked in various 
capacities. While studying for a diploma in anthropology, 
he wrote several papers which formed the basis for his famous 
study of the Kikuyu, Facing Mount Kenya. In Facing Mount 
Kenya, Kenyatta called for the examination of the tribal 
importance of female circumcision and of the development of 
"Watu wa Mung~" (People of God--prophets) after the conflict 
concerning female circumcision developed. Some Europeans 
claimed that Facing Mount Kenya was a plan for revolt and 
for eventual domination of Kenya by the Kikuyu. 37 
35 Rosberg and Nottingham, "Mau Mau" p. 103. 
36rbid., p. 140. 
3 7 I b id . , pp . 1-3 3 - 3 4 • 
--
22 
During his stay in England Kenyatta replied to an 
article in The Times concerning "Unrest :1rnong Kikuyu Natives" 
commencing 
..• with all public-spirited men 0£ my tribe ... I regard 
with considerable uneasiness the policy which is being 
advocated b y certain influential people, both in Kenya 
and in this country, of further alienating our land 
from us, for t he use of n o n-natives, in conjunction 
with attempts to abolish wholesale our tribal customs . 
••• The KCA ... is not a subversive organiz~tion. Its 
object is to help the Kikuyu to improve himself as a 
Mu-Kikuyu--not to ape the foreigner. 38 
In 1931, a Parliamentary committee recommended that the Kenya 
Land Commission should examine the question of land aliena-
tion and the land claims of Africans. In general, the Kikuyu 
wanted: 
The repeal of the 1915 Crown Lands Ordinance, compensa-
tion tor githaka land that haa been alienated for Euro-
pean settlement, control of land to be placed in the 
hands of Kikuy~ councils, and the provision of more land 
for the greatly increased population.39 
Although 60,000 acres of Kikuyu land had been alienated, the 
Commission recommended only 21,000 acres compensation,for it 
felt the Kikuyu had already received land as partial compen-
sation. Three hundred and fifty to four hundred square miles 
at Yatta were allocated for the future expansion. "The 
general effect of the Commission's recommendations was to 
institutionalize the tribally and racially organized land 
38 George Delf, Joma Kenyatta Towards Truth About 
11 th e L i g h t o f Ke ri y a 11 ( G a r d e :i C i t y , N e w Yo r k : D o u b 1 e day and 
Co., Inc., 1961), p. 69. 
39 Rosberg and Nottingham, i'Mau :Mau," p. 155. 
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system that had gr a d u a l ly d e veloped in Kenya since the turn 
of the centur y . ••40 A token co mpensation was paid for claims 
in the White Highlands for this ar8a was to become an 
exclusive reserve for Europeans. 
Conflicts are bound to coEe about as a result of 
changes when one culture is e x posed to another which is 
attempting to control it. There were conflicts in the 
changing situation of the Kiku y u. The Kikuyu f eared fur-
ther alienation of land and destruction of tribal customs. 
There were conflicts bet ween Kikuyu tribal and political 
associations and Christian missions which controlled the 
education. These conflicts were "crystallized" in the 
female circumcision controversy of 1929. 
Tribal custom included circumcision as part of the 
important initiation ceremony by which a child became an 
adult. Although the government had decided to use education 
as a means of speeding the death of this custom, the attacks 
by missions on the custom" ... were taken as attacks not on 
the severity of the operation itself but on the whole initi-
ation ceremony and so on the whole body of traditional 
Kikuyu custom. 1141 The controversy over female circumcision 
unified the Kikuyu. This conflict was to lead to the 
40
rbid., p. 156. 
41Harlow and Chilver, History of East Af rica, II, 
p. 363. 
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emergence o f Air ican political organizations directed against 
the Europeans. The independent school movement was one of 
the most important and immediate outgrowths.4 2 As a result 
of the circumcision controversy two educational groups were 
formed: the Kikuyu Independent Schools Association (KISA) 
and the Ki Karinga Educational Association (KKEA). The KISA 
tried to work with the government to bring about changes in 
non-miss i on schools. This group was funded b y the central 
government a nd local native councils. The KKEA avoided any 
asscciation with the government. The KKEA was oriented to 
the Kikuyu tribal ideas and traditions~ While a number of 
leaders of KKEA were leaders of KCA, KKEA became involved 
in KCA. 43 In 1939, the Ken y a Teache ~ Tr~intug r.ollege was 
founded at Githunguri in Kiambu. This college was to provide 
teachers for the independent schools. It later fell largely 
under the cont r ol of the KCA and Jome Kenyatta;44 
There was also a break with mission churches with 
the development of African Independent Pentecostal Church 
associated with KISA and the African Orthodox Church asso-
ciated with KKEA. These churches and various splinter sects 
acted as a sounding board for anti-European feeling. By 
1947, there were a number of sects, one of which was the 
42Ibid., pp. 364-65. 
43Ibid. ~ p. 366. 
44 Ibid., pp. 367-70. 
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Ha• • J • 1145 i n~ y o esu Kriste. According to D. H. Rawcliffe, 
anot he~ was the Mau Ma u mo v ement, but there is no real evi-
den ce t e support this. 46 
»y the end of the Second World War, certain changes 
were di scernible in the form of Kenya society, marked by 
the dee~e asin g i mportance of tradition a l social groupings--
esp ~cial l y those based upon kinship--and the emergence of 
,,, i pµividu a liz a ti o n on the one hand and of ne w occu-
p at ional, r elig ious, and political association on the 
o t her. The mai n conseq ee nce of the Second Wo rld War 
wa~ ~erta i nl y the immense widening of the experience 
e f most of the men recruited.47 
Tow ard t h~ end of 1945 the representation of Africans in the 
Leg isla tive Council became a burning issue. Eliud Mathu, 
a we,11-eq uca te d Kikuyu , was nominated as the first African 
memb ~ r pf the Legislative Council in 1944. This nomination 
led to t he first sustained effort of the Africans to create 
a "congress organi z ation" to cover the Africans of the whole 
colo ny. Eliud Mathu formed the Kenya African Study Union 
as a f o ~~ m of all shades of articulate African opinion. Its 
aim~ a~ priginally declared were (a) " ... to unite the Afri-
can p eo p.l-e towards an African union," and (b) " ... to foster 
~5Ibid., p. 372. 
46 n. H. Rawcliffe, The . Stru g gle for Kenya (London, 
Victo r Gollencz Ltd., 1954) pp. 30-35. 
47 Harlow and Chi l ver, History of East Africa, II, 
pp. 385,,.86. 
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the social~ ec o nomic, and politi c al interests of the Afri-
can.1148 This organization by 1945 was " ... championing such 
long - standing Af rican grievances as 'the abolition of the 
Kipande (registration certificate required of all African 
adult males), the restoration of our lost lands, and more 
represe n tation in the Legislative.'" The Kenya African Study 
Union wa s not seeking independence for the Kenya colony.49 
On June 1, 1947, Jomo Kenyatta was installed as presi-
dent of the Kenya African Study Union which had in the mean-
time assumed the title of Kenya African Union (KAU). Between 
1945 and 1953j KAU was engaged in a long and futile struggle 
to achieve political change by reform. In addition to tbe 
commanding issue of land and to its demand that the report 
of the Kenya Land Commission be revised, KAU's policies were 
directed toward achieving equality with Europeans. 
ence upon the government, however, was negligible. 
Its influ-
British 
government support for the idea of equality in the Legisla-
tive Council made little difference. Because the Europeans 
wanted to retain their predominance, they rejected any idea 
of equal representation in a Central Legislative Council.so 
48p. D. Corfield, Historical SuTvey of the Origins 
and Gro wt h of Mau Mau (London: H. M. Stationary Of fice, 
1960), p. 4 9 
49 Rosberg and Nottingham, "Mau Mau," p. 215. 
50rbid., p. 221. 
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The post war era brought economic pressures, rural 
and urban unemployment, and overused land. 
conservation became points of controversy. 
Soil and cattle 
Some Europeans 
had permitted the Kikuyu to cultivate and graze small plots 
on lands alie~ated by the Europeans. Throughout 1945, more 
rigorous administration of these squatter agreements in var-
ious sections of the Rift Valley Province, brought about a 
reduction of the number of stock and areas for cultivation 
allowed to Africans. This in turn forced many African squat-
ters to leave European farms and return to the reserve. These 
"dispossessed" Kikuyu, coupled with those who had left the 
settlement scheme at Oleaguruene, returning to the already 
overcrowded reserves were a potential source of trouble of 
which agitators were not slow to take advantage. 51 
Many young African men who served in the British 
forces were exposed to new attitudes and ideas while abroad 
fighting against the Germans, Italians, and Japanese. They . 
became trained in various skills, many of which were not mar-
ketable in Kenya on their return. Some of these unemployed 
becam~ thugs and criminals; others became interested in poli-
tics as a means of achieving their goals. A number of returned 
servicemen became members of the "Forty Group" (Anake a 40) 
which hoped to bring about changes in the African situation. 52 
51corfield, Mau Mau, p. 66. 
52Rosberg and Nottingham, "Mau Mau," p. 240. 
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F. D. -Corfield (a complier of the official Kenya 
government report on the Mau Mau) claimed that in February, 
1947, Joma Kenyatta was reported as supervising an oath of 
secrecy bindin g on members of the proscribed KCA; The 
month before he assumed the presidency of the KAU, he 
assumed control of the Kenya Teacher Training College. 
field quoted Kenyatta during this time '''Africans would 
Cor-
obtain their freedom only through bloodshed.'" Garfield 
felt that with this "the stranglehold of KCA on KAU although 
not fully recognized was established." He also cited the 
fact that · here were attempts to undermine the chief author-
ity, e.g. by holding unauthorized meetings to disrupt and 
halt government action on such programs as soil conservation 
in which the women had been working. 53 
At the end of 1947, the District Commissioner of 
Fort Hall secretly informed the Director of Intelligence and 
Security: 
There is a very strong rumor 
wrongs of the Kikuyu will be 
the murder of all Europeans. 
sources, but in neither case 
"der tag" was going to be.54 
circulating that all the 
simultaneously righted by 
This has come from two 
did the source say when 
In late 1949, the Electors' Union published their "Kenya 
Plan' 1 , which African leaders interpreted as an authoritative 
restatement of European intentions to create a white-dominated 
53corfield, Mau Mau, p. 67. 
5 4 Ibid., p. 72. 
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British dominion in East Africa. The publication of the 
plan convinced them o f the urgent need for far more effec-
tive political organization and above all, unity, if their 
goals were to be achieved. If po l itical action was to be 
effective in bringing abouc essential changes then some 
means had to be found to ov er come disunities within African 
society and to raise and sustain committment to specific 
political actions. 55 As a result, an oath was incorporated. 
The oath was used to provide a sense of unity among the Afri-
cans and to give bounds to the group. The person who took 
the oath made a total com mittment to the group. Each oath 
taker was to serve the interests of the group rather than 
self. 56 Gathing is tr~1iti0nal in the Kikuyu society. Its 
implementation was to give strength and identity to the 
Kikuyu at a time when they felt they were threatened. The 
oath was utilized to achieve political unity and to develop 
organization through which to function. In addition, the 
oath was to develop a sense of ~ationalism. 57 Though the 
economic plight and aspirations of the Kikuyu had long sup-
plied the main drive behind African nationalism, the KAU 
leadership realized that the real key to the future lay in 
55 Rosberg and Nottingha;m, "Mau Mau,", pp. 241-42. 
56 Ibid., pp. 244-48. 
57rbid., pp. 259-60. 
the political _control of the country. By 1950, KAU had 
launched a campai gn to gai~ substantial representation in 
the colony's Legislative Council, initially requesting 
twelve elected members as compared with the European set-
tlers' eleven, and African appoint ee s to the posts of 
Assistant Secretary and Deput y Chief Native Com~i~si~ner. 
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Tne dramatic demands by ultra-militant urban groups in 1950 
and 1951 for self-government "now" while representing a grow-
ing revolutionar y force did not influence KAU's policy until 
1952. Implicit in their expressed goal of a common elec-
toral role for all races was the ultimate objective of an 
African self-governing state. 58 
For some years discussions had been held concerning 
European, Asian, and African representation in the government. 
As this became an increasingly important issue in May, 1951, 
James Griffiths, Secretar y of State · of the Colonies, visited 
Kenya. H~ declared that by 1952 representatives of the 
African, Asian, and European groups in consultation with a 
chairman from outside the Legislative Council should consider 
constitutional changes. If they failed to come to any agree-
ment on recommendations, Griffiths claimed that Great Britain 
would initiate the changes she felt best. Griffiths'recom-
mendations were not the reforms needed. They were stop-gap 
measures. Neither the government of the colony nor of Britain 
58 lb. , 
---~·' pp. 225-26. 
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realized the i mpendi n g crisis. By this time, the Africans 
realized that the government was really not concerned with 
the demand for politic a l refor m. The possibility of achiev-
ing political development throu g h proportionate and direct 
representation of the Africans became increasingly remote. 
As a result those persons who advocated violence and direct 
confron t at i on i n creasingly gained support.59 
By the time of the mass meetin g in Nyeri on July 26, 
1952, the militants showed their power. Although Kenyatta's 
leadership was in evidence, th i s meeting ma<le it clear that 
he could not control those Africans who by that time were 
thoroughly convinced o~ the impossibility of achieving change 
peacefully. Although che Klkuyu were united behind the image 
of Kenyatta, he was not able to control all. The support for 
the militants' advocacy of violence was indicative of the 
extreme frustration felt by the African population. 60 
The October 7, 1952, assassination of Senior Chief 
Waruhiu and increasing attacks on Europeans led the new gov-
ernor, Sir Evelyn Baring, to declare a State of Emergency 
October 20, 1952. At that time the governor requested troops 
and military assistance from Great Britain. 
59Ibid., pp. 229-33. 
6 Drbi d ., pp . 274-75. 
CHAPTER III 
WHITE PERSONAL MEMOIRS 
In the period from May to October 1952, fifty-nine 
Africans loyal to the Kenya government including Senior Chief 
Waruhiu were murdered, allegedly by the Mau Mau. Waruhiu, 
a Christian, had been appointed by the government as its 
spokesman to the Kikuyu. His murder united all Europeans 
in demanding · government action. 1 The first Europeans were 
not killed until after the declaration of a State of Emer-
gency although, according to Garfield, " ... between the fir-st 
of October and the declaration of a State of Emergency, the 
Mau Mau threat to Europeans was put into effect." 2 
From various officials, including provincial com-
missioners, district commissioners, and police officials, the 
government had received reports which gave evidence of the 
growing discontent of the Africans, especially the Kikuyu, 
and the development of KAU and of the Mau Mau. However, the 
government had done little which proved effective in comba~ 
ting the growth of the discontent of the Mau Mau. Although · 
1 Ibid_., p. 276. 
2 corfield, Mau Mau, p. 159. 
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the Mau Mau had been declared a prohibited organization in 
Septemb e r 1950, 3 the oath ceremonies mentioning Mau Mau which 
I 
were first rep or te d as havin g ta ken place in 1947 continued.q 
Numerous acts of violence including arson were reported and 
continued even after the de claration. It is possible that 
some of these were not connected with the Mau Mau but were 
manifestations of general social discontent. 
It should be pointed out that the government had really 
done little to consider the grievances of the Af rican popula-
tion and to understand the African reaction and tactics in 
trying to achieve a more equal and active participation in 
the economic, political, and social life o { the country. The 
government gav e littl e opportunity to A~ri~~ns who might h~ve 
offered suggestions and participated as moderates within the 
the established structure. Therefore, many Africans, even 
those who were moderates, felt that in order to achieve any 
progress for their people it was necessary to take some steps 
against the government. Tactics of civil disobedience on the 
part of some Africans were efforts to gain followers for their 
own interests, as well as to protest European and government 
policies and attitudes. 5 
3 Jbid., p . 314. 
4 Ibid., p. 17 and p . 312. 
5 rbid., p. 119. 
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Initially, government files, personnel, and African 
leaders were ~ot accessible to those persons wishing to under-
stand the Mau Mau uprising and its causes. Therefore, they 
had to rely on other sources. Among the first non-official 
publications were two books by the famed Kenya-born anthro-
pologist, L. S. B. Leakey, whose parents were missionaries. 
During the decade of the 1950's, Leakey was the European most 
knowledgeabl~ about the Kikuyu. He acquired knowledge of the 
Kikuyu language and customs while growing up with Kikuyu play-
mates. Although his primary study in Kenya has dealt with 
anthropologi~al remains, he was interested in the problems 
of the country. For Leakey, the Mau Mau had personal signif-
icance. His cousin was kidnapped and buried alive, allegedly 
by the Mau Mau. It is possible that the Mau Mau felt it nee-
essary to get rid of Europeans who were close to Africans. 
These Europeans were a threat. However, some Kikuyu were not 
willing to join the Mau Mau forces to rid the country of the 
European control. The Europeans represerited the European set-
tler government which was under attack. 
Leakey realized that almost all aspects of European-
African relationships resulted in conflicts which were to 
eventually give rise to the Mau Mau movement. The areas of · 
contact included medicine, education, economic structure, pol-
itical structure, land, and religion. The repercussions were 
to be great in the life of the Africans. As an anthropologist, 
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Leakey was aware of the interrelacion between situations 
anci the intricate interaction between peoples of different 
cultures. Leak ey stressed the misunderstanding and change 
brought about b y the presence of the settlers and the Brit-
ish administration in Kenya. He argued 
... it is probabl y because the speed of progress has 
been too rapid that it has made a part of the popula-
tion unbalanced in their outlook and this paved the 
way for movements like the Mau Mau, in the hands of 
an unscrupulous few.6 
Leakey was one of the few Europeans who appreciated 
and understood the position and importance of land in the 
life of the Kikuyu and understood why the land issue was a 
major grievance. Land was a form of social security. Although . 
an African ~ight wo ~k in the city or a town, he wou]d not 
make enough money to support his family there. His wife or 
wives and children would live on and cultivate the shamba 
(small plot of land) which might provide enough food for sub-
sistence and possibly provide a cash crop. When he retired, 
this shamba would still have to provide food and shelter. 
If he worked on a European farm he would usually be allowed 
to cultivate a small plot to provide subsistence, but he 
would need his own land to return to when he retired. 
Kikuyu transactions with tribes concerning land were 
accompanied with special ceremonies prior to the land purchase 
61. S. B. Leakey, Mau Mau a nd the Kikuyu (London: 
Methuen and Co., Ltd., 1952), p. 85. 
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and transfer of propert y rights. 7 According to Kikuyu tra-
dition and law 
land occupied and owned b y other people cannot be 
acquired simply b y conquest, fo r if this were done 
and the previous owner forcibly dispossessed, the 
Kikuyu fully believed that the spirits of the owners 
would make it impossible for the new occupants to 
carry out their agricultural activ ities wit h any 
hope of success or with any hope of the blessing of 
Ngai. [ Ngai is the Kikuyu god who had, according to 
tradition, given the Ki k uyu rights to certain lands.] 8 
During the nineteenth century the Kikuyu had expanded 
south especially into Kiambu, an area northeast of Nairobi. 
As a result of a decrease in population due to rinderpest, 
smallpox, plague, and drought which had ravaged them just 
before the arrival of the Europeans, the Kikuyu had withdrawn 
north temporarily. However, this grazing area in Kiambu was 
still held by the individuals and their families through the 
right of inheritance. 
on a communal basis. 
This land was not held by the tribe 
The British believed that the land was 
not used and did not belong to anyone. 9 Sheep and goats are 
very important in the social, religious, and economic life 
. of the Kikuyu. Therefore, l~nd was needed for gr~zing of 
sheep and goats. 10 
With the de~rease in natural disasters and the intro-
duction of European medicines, the African population steadily 
7rbid., p. 4 . 
8 1bid., p. 2. 
9
.!_pid., p. 12. 
lOibid., p. 16. 
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increased. As the population increased, Kikuyu families 
started to move back to the lands which they had temporarily 
vacated. Upon their return, they found Europeans living on 
and farming these lands. Some of these areas became known 
as part of the White Highlands. Alth ough the settlers or the 
government had in some instances purchased land from the 
Kikuyu, these purchases were not transacted according to 
Kikuyu law and custom. Despite the fact that money was paid, 
there was no provision for a ceremony to placate the ancestral 
and other spirits as well as Ngai. 
Therefore, the Kikuyu believed that these lands still 
belonged to them. However, Leakey mentioned that '' ... the 
British were wholely unaware that from th~ point of view of 
Kikuyu law these payments did not and could not ever rank as 
purchase of the land. 1111 All of the land purchase .a was pri-
vate property. Although the amount was relatively small, 
its purchase displaced a sizeable number ~ pf - Kikuyu. 12 The 
government failed to appreciate the fact that Kikuyu land 
ownership in the Kiambu area [fertile area to the northeast 
of Nairobi] was based on individual family holdings and was 
not based on tribal holdings. These holdings were well marked 
by the Kikuyu. The government's failure to acknowledge this 
situation became a source of discontent. 13 
11 Ibid., p. 6 5 . 
12 Ibid., p. 66 
13rbii.' p. 69 
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Some Kikuyu found it necessary to sell their lands 
to other Kikuyu who had become wealthy. This resulted in 
increased numbers of people being landless. Many of the 
young men who did not own land and who could not afford to 
buy land, demanded that alienated lands be restored to the 
Kikuyu or that other lands be provided as compensat i on. 1 4 
Numerous grievances concerning land w2re considered 
by the Carter Land Commission in 1934 and compensation was 
paid. The problem was complex for some of the land in aues-
tion had been held privately and not by the tribe. The com-
pensation was paid to the tribe and not to the individual 
owner, even in those cases where land was held individually 
and not tribally. 
According to Leakey, in 1950 the Mau Mau" ... started 
spreading the fantastic story that the raising of Naircbi to 
city status was to be accompanied by further 'thefts of land' 
from the Kikuyu by the British authorities." However, keep-
ing in mind past events, one may not consider this Mau Mau 
story so fantastic. The Mau Mau adopted the cry '''get back 
the land.~'' The KCA had had land as one of its major issues 
since the early 1920's. Leakey felt that the Kikuyu, in pol-
itical affairs, had not exhausted the possibilities of set-
tling the question in a constitutionally prescribed manner. 15 
14 Ibid., p. 69. 
lSibid., p. 87. 
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In essence, the government and the Europeans prevented Afri-
can utilization of the constitutional channels. Africans 
were not provided instruction concerning the procedures of 
constitutional change devised by the Europeans. 
The Africans were politically immature according to 
the Britishi but the only way one can mature is through exper-
ience and education. There were very few opportunities for 
Africans to learn the art and science of Western politics. 
It is possible that the European government did not want the 
Africans to learn. One must remember that the government 
representatives in the tribes were chosen by the government. 
It was very difficult to express ideas and problems through 
this limited line of communication. Even if the Africans had 
been familiar with this system and had participated in it, 
it is possible that their efforts would have been thwarted 
and prohibited. 
The government allowed the Kikuyu to own land only 
within the reserves, the boundaries of which were established 
by the government. With the increase in population, the 
limitation of available land led to an increased density of 
population within the reserves. This condition contributed 
to the growth of Mau Mau. Leakey felt that it was necessary, 
especially for economic reasons, for some steps to be taken 
to ensure that the population did not continue to .increase 
so · rapidly. Birth control was cesential. 16 
21. 
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The European economic structure and culture were to 
bring about other chang e s in Af rican life. These changes, 
including the breakdown of marriage customs, contributed to 
the discontent and mental unrest which formed a basis for the 
Mau Mau move men t. 17 
One of the major areas of contention between the 
Europeans, especially missionaries, and the Africans was cir-
cumcision, especially £emale circumcision. Much of the inform-
ation necessa ry in order for the adolescent to be prepared 
to accept his or her role and responsibilities as an adult 
was conveyed during the preparation prior to the circumcision 
and the actual rite itself. This rite functioned as one of 
the educational and stabili z ing elements of the society. 
Although Leakey did not support the use of this ritual (prim-
arily because of its physical danger) he realized the value 
and the social elements it possessed. He contented 
•.• that the failure to find an adequate substitute for 
the character-training and preparation for citizenship, 
which the age-old Kikuyu initiation rites used to give, 
is just one more underlying cause of the present and 
state of affairs in the Kikuyu tribe.18 
By 1930, with the official elimination of circumcision 
rites and its education, Leakey felt that the education sys-
tem established by the Europeans had not provided '' ... any 
real preparation for good citizenship and the responsibilities 
17 Ibid., p. lG. 
18 rbid., p. 23. 
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for modern life."19 WiLhout this preparation, many prob-
lems developed whic lt might have been prevented if the Africans 
had received an education ~hich would have provided a basis 
for understanding the European culture and an opportunity 
to incorporate aspects of their traditional va l ues. Without 
a set of values, particul ar ly when one's society is under-
going transition, one will feel rootless and not know his 
responsibilities. When this situation develops, the unset-
tling effect on the society will be proportionate to the 
number of people who have not received a set of values and 
knowledge of the structure of their society through education. 
The Kikuyu child traditionally had learned his · responsibili-
ties tc his family and to society early. Through tribal 
educ a tion and experience, the child became well versed in 
the structure of the tribe. 
The Kikuyu extended family relationship system, which 
provided stability within the family and the tribe, was mis-
understood by the Europeans. An individual's family respons-
ibilities extended beyond his immediate family. 20 Another 
element which united the tribe was the age-group system. The 
age-group to wh ich an individual belonged was determined by 
the year in which he was circumcised. Usually the rite was 
19 Ibid., p. 71. 
2 0.!_bid_., p. 33. 
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not performed every year. Those initiated together were 
said to belong to the same age-group which received the 
name of some jmportant contemporary event. People who 
belonged to the same age-group had ties and responsibilities 
to one another. The duties of the individuGl depended on 
the age-group co which he belonged. Later they would become 
elders, some of whom would compose the Council of Elders. 
With the prohibition of circumcision, which by 1930 included 
male as well as female circumcision, the age groups were not 
readily formed for the tribal meIT.bers of the same age had 
not experienced suffering, socializing, and learning together. 
As a result, Leakey observed 
... there i9 no longer any age-grnu9 loyalty. The 
memb~rs of the age-group wic~in th~ va rio~~ terri-
torial areas never meet regularly and therefore the 
fear of exclusion from age-group affairs has ceased 
to exert any power to control the action of the 
individua1.21 
Therefore, another form of sociological control of the indiv-
idual was lost. 
The Kikuyu tribe had no chief. Therefore, the implemen-
tation of the Lugard system of indirect rule was adjusted to 
meet this situation. There was no established direct line 
of control and communication which was available in other 
societies governed by a chief. In some ways the Kikuyu Coun-
cil of Elders appears to have been more democratic than 
Z l lb i c!_. , p . 7 9 . 
43 
go ¥ erni n g str u ct u re s i n o t her tr ibe s. The basic admini-
strative bod y o f the tribe was the council composed of 
senior elders whos e leader or s p o k esman was known as Mutha-
ma k i. This term was often misinterpreted as chief by the 
Europe a ns. Th e council's aut h ority was derived from subsid-
iary co u ncils. 22 The spokes man held no personal power. The 
Kikuyu system o f control of the individual and the society 
was decentrali zed . The Europeans did not ~ppreciate its 
effecti v e n ess. The colonial government appointed the spokes-
man of th e se nio r council as "chief" if he served the govern-
ment's inter e sts. However, if the spokesman was not amenable 
to government control, another was appointed. Thus the Kikuyu 
were under control of a government system which was completely 
alien to Kikuyu practice and tradition. 2 3 
Although the spo k esman for the Council of Elders was 
often designated as chief b y the British administration, 
Europeans were appointed to fill such positions as Provincial 
Commissioner and District Commissioner. It soon became 
apparent that it was impossible for these Europeans to per-
form all the functions dele g ated to thera by the government; 
Educated Kikuyu clerks and headmen, therefore, acquired more 
responsibiliti~s. However, many used their positions to 
their own advantage and were not concerned about their fellow 
22 .Tb·d 
.t:_2_ .· ' p , 35 • 
p . 36. 
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tribal memb e rs. Ma11y were dishonest. As a result, for all 
Kikuyu, these people gave the government a bad name. Although 
in man y instances the government had good intentions, misinter-
pretation t h ro u gh all the lines of control often . produced 
distrust and discontent. 24 
Like the governing Co uncil of Elders and the family 
structure, . religion had afforded cohesion in this compara-
tively loosely-knit tribe. Religion in most societies func-
tions as a controlling force and a stabilizing factor. Mis-
sionaries in many cases were among the first Europeans to 
settle and have direct contact with the Africans. The Euro-
pean values and culture, both material and spiritual, were 
part of the missionaries' baggage. Their conceptions of 
African life, as it was and as it should be, did not ~lways 
take into account what Africans already had and what they 
would experience in their contacts with other Europeans. This 
situation was further complicated by competition among the 
various missions for African converts. As a result, Africans 
saw that there was no complete agreement among Europeans con-
cerning religion and that Europeans did not adhere in practice 
to the Christian principles. Leakey pointed out that 
... the breakdown of the old s ys tem and the substitution 
of other religious ideas h as also played its part and 
in some cases a very large . part, in the present Mau Mau 
situation.25 
24 Ibid., p. 63. 
25 Ibid., p. 39. 
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The Kiku y u religion h as three basic p r emises: a belief 
in an omnipotent god; worship and placation of ancestral 
spirits; n ••• belief in certain spirits that are not in any 
way human nor yet linked with the concept of God. 1126 
Religion was much a p a rt of the Kikuyu life. 27 Reli-
gion became a point of conflict. Hostility toward mission-
aries developed. The new religion acted as a disruptive force 
without the missionaries and other Europeans appreciating 
its effect. With the introduction of Christianity, especially 
throughout the mission schools, the cohesion of the Kikuyu 
tribe was threatened in two basic ways. Those Kikuyu who were 
Christian would not take part in traditional religious prac-
tices. The tribal religion required all males to take part. 
A religious ceremony was not valid without total participa-
tion.28 
As with all the other aspects of Kikuyu life which 
came into contact with European culture, one might say that 
Leakey felt those persons who had something either materially 
or spiritually to hold onto were not as apt to voluntarily 
become involved in Mau Mau. 
26 Thid., pp. 39-43. 
2 7 Ibid., p. 44. 
28rbid., p. 59. 
Leakey felt it was 
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•.. of the utmost significance today that the leaders 
and also the followers of such movements of the Mau 
Mau are not drawn from those who are truly Christian 
nor yet from those who have remained true to the old 
Kiku y u rel igion and who are horrified by the methods 
of Mau Mau and of its teaching. Th ey a re drawn from 
the thous ands of so-called Christians, nominally, but 
only nominally adherents of one or another of the 
Christian missions , or from the many thousands of 
others wh o belong to the separatist Kikuyu churches. 29 
The latter had no spiritual tradition. Their concepts were 
a combination of tribal and Christian religion. One might 
infer from this that Leakey was more prepared to accept 
those Kikuy~ who had truly converted to Christianity. At 
least he ac~epted those people who held t0 their religion 
and were not using it for their own ends. 
In addition to the aspects of the Kikuyu religion 
mentioned, t~e Kiku;a also believed i~ the p0wers of magi-
cians and had a fear of magic powers. Th e re were two types 
of magic--black and white. Generally, black magic designated 
negative and destructive powers, and white magic positive 
and creative powers. The tribal magician or medicine man 
held a very important position in the tribe for he practiced 
white magic to lift curses, to cure the ill, and to prophesy. 
The Kikuyu held complete faith in the medicine man's power. 30 
Within the tribe, the custom of oath taking had devel-
oped speci fica lly to settle questions of individual guilt or 
innocence which the tribal court had not been able to settle. 
291£.id. , p. 61. 
JOibi9 _., p. 49. 
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By takin g the cath, the o ath-taker pledged that he was 
speaki ng the truth. If he did not, then either he or his 
famil y would be struck with cat a strophies. Leakey mentioned 
that 
•.• fear of magic powErs was the foundation stone of 
all Kiku y u ceremonies of oath-taking and i n consequence 
the ta k i n g of a solemn oath was an act never lightl y 
unde r t aken and once swor~ its effect upon the taker 
was very g reac.31 
The oath-t aking ceremon y was centered around an oath-stone, 
which had seven holes in it " ... symbolizin g the seven aper-
tu ·res of the human bod y and the unlucky number seven.'' The 
oath-stone was set upon a very special plant having seven 
branches togeth e r forming a platform upon which the stone 
could be set , and seven sticks of another were used as well. 
The cer emo u y mu st take place in public in daylight and with 
as many wi tnesses as possible . 
..• each part y wa s called upon to insert one of the 
seven stic ks seven times in each of the seven aper-
tures , wh ile at the same time solemnly declaring that 
if the claim he had made before the cou r t and which he 
had to r?.peat at the oath-ceremony was false he called 
upon the oath to kill him and his family .... for the 
Kikuyu an oa th-takin g ceremony according to native 
law and custom was ( a ) one which could not be entered 
into lightl y, (b) should be taken voluntarily and with 
the app rova l of th e rest of the family .... However, 
the Mau Ma u vio lated more and more the rules governing 
oath-ta ki ng and so grew into something which was wholly 
contrar y to e stablished native law and custom. 32 
31 Ibi~., p. 51. 
3 2 rbid_., pp. 53-55. 
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The Mau Mau developed the o a th in order to bind indiv-
iduals to the organization. Leakey stated at first the oath 
was negative and not positive and required that the oath-taker 
do nothing which would adversely affect Mau Mau. However, 
the oath-taker was required to give material aid if demanded. 33 
The second oath demanded positive action. In this case, the 
oath-taker was required to actively support the Mau Mau. Sup-
port would include murdering any opponent of Mau Mau if deemed 
necessary. 34 If someone refused to take an oath, he would 
be killed. 35 However, a strong fear of the "supernatural 
punishments" which would afflict those who failed to obey the 
oath managed to persuade most to ob~y. 36 With the advanced 
Mau Mau oath each person was made an outcast. It was impos-
sible for any perso~ taking this oath to b~come assimilated 
into the rest of the Kikuyu society again. This oath was to 
bind together very closely those who had taken it. It was 
necessary to transform the oath-takers " .•. mentally from 
human beings to something far beastlier than any animal in 
creation. 1137 
33 k f ( d h L. S. B. Lea ey, De eating Mau Mau Lon on: Met uen 
and Co., 1955), p. 81. 
34
_!bid. ·, p. 82. 
35Ibid., p . 83. 
36 Ibid., p. 84. 
37 Ibid., p. 85. 
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Wheti ap alien cu lt ure with all or some of its compo-
nents is superimposed upon another, the immediate reaction 
may not be revolt. That often requires that the full effects 
of th e cont a ct permeate the whole society. While the mem-
bers of the Kikuyu tribe soon after the turn of the century 
bega n to realize the control th e European government was 
exercising, thQ effects of this control ha<l not been acknowl-
edged by the who le tribe. Physical reaction or revolt does 
not usually d evelop when cwo peoples first interact with one 
another. A people may revolt when they realize or believe 
that they no longer possess a culture and a way of life and 
when they have not been able to adapt and participate in a 
new culture. They feel that they are suspended without being 
able to move and to develop in any direction, for the old 
culture has been destroy e d and they are not part of the 
imposed culture, except in isolated components. They have 
been given some of the rules but are not permitted to play. 
Leakey observed chat this situation had developed to the 
extent that 
... the brea k down of the old system of authority and 
the failure up till now of the new system to get 
fully into its stride and to have become really 
accepted by the masses, has certainly been a con-
tributory factor in making the present outbreak of 
lawlessness--fermented by Ma u Mau--possible.38 
3 8 L. S. B. Leakey, Ma u Mau and the Kikuyu, (London: 
Methuen and Co., Ltd., 1952), p. 38. 
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Defe a t ing the Mau Mau, Leakey'~ seco nd book concern-
in g the Mau Ma u~ included an exam ination of materials which 
sup port 1 • 111S an al ys is 0£ ~he purpos e s o f Mau Ma u, wh ic h h e 
artic ula ted to be (1) t h e recovery of lands allegedl y stolen 
by th e Europ ea ns, (2) procuremen t of self government, 
(3) destruc tion of Chr is tianit y, (4) restoration of tradi-
tio n al cu s toms, (5) elin:i n atio:1 or subj ugati on of Europeans, 
(6) abrogation of soil conservation practices, and (7) devel-
opment of secular education. 39 However, Leakey also con-
tended that Mau Mau had become a religion. He examined the 
power and the purpose of this movement in becoming a religion. 
In examining some of the Kikuyu Christian hymns, Leakey 
pointed out that some ly r ics ~ere re writt e n by the Ma u Mau. 
F ew Europeans realized the change and fewer knew the new 
vers e s. The hymns were used especially to educate illiterate 
Kikuyu about Mau Mau. This method was very satisfactoiy for 
the Kikuyu tunes could disseminate information and ideas 
without the knowledge of Europeans, especially government 
officials. 
The aims of Mau Mau were combined in many of the hymns. 
Some verses of the hymns articul~ted desire for land; for 
self government; for the elimination of the Europeans and 
those blacks who had accepted the Europeans' ways as their 
own. "'As for ·you, you Europeans, know ye well that on the 
391. S. B. Leakey, pefeating Mau Mau (Lonrlon: 
Me th u en au d Co . , L t d . , 1 9 5 2 ) , p . 21 . 
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day when God comes to ou ·.r aid you will. be driven out.' 1140 
Africans were encouraged to "' ... rise up in arms so that 
our [African] lands may be returned to us [Africans]. 11141 
In an effort to destroy Christianity, Mau Mau became a reli-
gion with Kenyat ta revered as a savior. The Kikuyu desire 
to renounce employm ent by Europeans end to obtain control 
of the government with the help of Kenyatta was expressed 
thus: "' ... never · again will I be called "Boy." I will 
achieve self-government through Jomo I 2 Kenyatta.'".:+ The 
following verse articulated the Kikuyu desire to subjugate 
Europeans: "'Oh, we shall be happy when the Europeans call 
us "Bwa.na." At present they call us "Boy" because they don't 
understand us. 11143 
The relationship between the KAU and Mau Mau had been 
a point of concern. Leakey translated the first verse of 
one hymn: "' I have planted myself firmly on the side of KAU, '" 
and taen proceeded to show" ... unmistakably that KAU is the 
same as Mau Mau," as was indicated in another verse which 
stated -, that "'I am made strong by the .path, the oath of the 
children of Mumbi 1 I will never sell our land but remain on 
40rbid., pp. 59-70. 
41
.!_b~c!_., p. 59. 
42 Ibii,, p. 69. 
43rbid,, pp. 70-71. 
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it for ever. 11144 Leake y pointed ou t in a footnote that "the 
Mau Mau oath is regularly called 1 the oath of the children 
of Mumbi,' and here it is linked with KAU in terms of com-
plete un amb iguit y. 1145 However, since Leakey did not provide 
the entire set of verses or even the entire verse, it is 
po s sible that the quote was taken out of context. 
~ith limited material resources, e.g., arms and ammu-
nition, the Mau Mau were forced into the position of adopting 
guerrilla tactics in order to rid the country of Europeans. 
Their objective was to make '' .•. the position of the Europeans 
- So uncomfortable and his [sic] economic position so precarious 
that · the majority of white people would volunt2rily pack up 
and go," This was to be done throu gh the use of "harrying 
tactics and destruction 46 When examining the Mau Mau, one 
notices that allegedly a large percentage of the members were 
Kikuyu. Leakey offered several reasons why the Kikuyu demi-
nated Mau Mau. The Kikuyu had more genuine grievances which 
could be magnified and exaggerated and used to work up feel-
ing against Europeans. 
Th~ real leaders of the movement were Kikuyu individuals 
with very considerable personalit y and qualities of leader-
ship. The impact of these qualities naturally had a much 
greater effect upon their own people than upon members of 
o the r tr . i b es . . 4 7 
44 Ib. ·• 74 
~-' p. . 
45rbid., pp. 74-75. 
46_I.E._id.' p • 100. 
4 7 rbid., p • 104. 
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Leakey opined that while other tribes believed a movement 
against the Europeans would not be su c cessful, the Kikuyu 
believed that it could be. Leakey felt that had the Mau 
Mau movement not been so exposed as early as the declaration 
of the St ate of Emergency (19 5 2) it wo u 1 d have 11 ••• spread 
to other tribes and other areas might.have been a very real 
threat. 11 48 
Leakey viewed the Mau Mau uprising not just as the 
result of the desires of its leaders. The problems and mis-
understandings which developed from the European and African 
' 
contacts produced situations which were ripe for revolt. 
The government did little which was effective in trying to 
solve these problems. Problems had develoµed not only as 
a result of the European and African contacts but also as a 
result of the country's trying to find its role in the ever 
changing world. 
Leakey was not concerned with naming many people 
responsible. His primary concerns were the Kikuyu and other 
African societies and their relationships with the European 
society. Although he did not approve of the violent tactics 
of the Mau Mau, he did not really offer any alternative solu-
tion, Leakey did feel that the problems should have been 
dealt with. The Africans should have used constitutionally 
established channels. Leakey suggested that government policy 
4 8 Ib i ~ -. , p . l O 8 • -
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be altered in o rder to e l i minat e situ a tions which led to 
the Ma u Mau uprisin g . An educational system and curricula 
shoul d be devel o p e d to pr e pare individuals for adult life 
and its responsibilities. Urban centers should provide 
Africans ade q uate job opportunities and service s so that 
they would no lon g eL n e ed to be, at least partiall y , depen-
dent on the re s er v es. Agricultural improvements should be 
initiated. Alternative arran g ements for squatters should 
be made. The color bar should be eliminated. Communication 
between various elements of the population should be <level-
oped , 49 These suggestions were seconded by Dr. J. C. Car-
others in his pamphlet, The Psycholog y of Mau Mau, published 
in 1954. In add i tion, Ca rot h ers introduc e d the concept of 
''villagization." which he felt was needed " ... to counteract 
their [the Africans] personal insecurity and give them a 
chance to develop new allegiances, to build up social ser-
vices, and to increase employment opportunities. 1150 
In these proposed policies, one can see what some of 
the problems and situations were which gave rise to the <level-
opment of the Mau Mau. If these problems had been solved or 
at least effectively acted upon during the 1940's, possibly 
violence would not have been adopted. 
49 rb~~-, pp . 134-52. 
SOJ. C. Carothers, The P syc hdlo gy of Mau Mau (N airob i 
Governm e nt Printi ng Off ice, 1 9 5 4 ), p. 3 3. 
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Dr. Carothe r s, a Eu r o pe a n psy chiatrist, made observa-
tions in Ken y a prior to and d u ri n g the State of Emerg e nc y , as 
he was emp l o y ed b y various ag en ci es i n Ke nya. He observed 
that the Ki k u y u 11 ••• h ad particularly little sense of personal 
securit y f or some y ears be fo re the European's coming." This 
was a consequence o f external factors, e.g., Masai raids, and 
internal factors, e .g . , lack of centralized authorit y. 51 
Talking about Afri c ans g enerall y , Carothers stated 
~ • • . it has beco me onl y too clear that when European influence 
impinges on the African, h is ·whole cultural machinery is apt 
to collapse quite quickly. 11 He offered two m~jor reservations. 
Firs~, that the agricultural cultures fall apart more readily 
than pastoral or autocratic cultures. Although European educa-
tion and Europea n missions had been influential in Africa, 
Carothers believed that there was another explanation. The 
indigenous African 1 s approach to life was mainly governed by 
the questio n of power.52 
Wherever the arrival of the alien was crowned w~th suc-
cess and that alien was able to maintain himself in a 
superior fashion, the local culture was doomed precisely 
in the degree of his success and the extension of his 
influence. It is the mat~rial success of the immigrant 
which is first recognized and which sounds the death-
knell of the earlier culture.53 
51rbii,, p • 5 . 
52 Ih i d., p . 6 • 
53rbid. 
' 
p • 7 • 
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Carothers felt that only a small percenta ge has been able 
to adjust to the ne w cult ure , and that many of the others 
were in a transitional stat e .54 The African's lack of per-
sonal security wh ich had resulted from this situation did 
no~ allow him to realize that he might be the cause of prob-
lems. In add ition , the African no lon ge r had confidence in 
traditional customs and rituals . The African identified 
the European as the cause of problems. Traditionally:, 
there had been an explanation of all events. 55 
Carothers cited a number of factors which had worked 
on the Kikuyu more than other tribes. The Kikuyu had pas-
sessed a greater sense of individualism. However, they 
increasingly had £elt personal insec~rity. Governmental 
authority was traditionally decentralized. The Kikuyu reli-
gious beliefs of a positive nature were not strong. · The 
tribe had experienced longer and closer contact with alien 
cultures and alien "power". The Kikuyu had tried to get 
,this Npower" through education. Education had led to great 
diversity within the tribe. There was extreme diversity in 
advancement within the Kikuyu society especially between men 
and women. Even with education many found that they were 
not allowed to participate actively. Education had given 
the educated "tremendous power for good or evil''. The Kikuyu 
54rbid., p. 7. 
55rbid., p. 8. 
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conceiv ed of educati on a means of attaining power and 
wealth. 56 
Many con flicts dev e loped n e t only between Europeans 
and Africans but also within tribes and within iridividuals. 
For example, traditionally a Kikuyu man's beliefs and behav-
ior were molded b y his mo ther. However, as a ch i ld matured 
in the twentieth centur y and was exposed to European culture, 
he realized that he no longer knew the extent of his power 
or the e x tent of his responsibilities. The rules which he 
originally learned could no longer be utilized. Carothers 
felt that the Kikuyu had tried to deal with this situation 
in several ways. 
Some Kikuyu had tried to return to the life style 
which existed before the arrival of the Europeans. Others 
had tried to make a place in the new culture. Still others 
took advantage of an unsettling situation for selfish reasons 
to gain either political power or wealth. The latter per-
sons formed a basis from which Mau Mau developed.57 Mau Mau 
was the result of 
•• ,an anxious conflictual situation in people, who, from 
contact with the alien culture had lost the supportive 
and constraining influences of their own culture, yet 
had not lost their 11magic 11 modes of thinking. It arose 
from the exploitation of this situation by relatively 
sophisticated egotists.SB 
56 rbi~. , p. 8. 
57 Ibi_..£_., pp. 9-11. 
58
rbid., p. 15. 
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As his mono g raph was pri ma ril y a psychological study 
of Mau Mau, Ca rot h ers was c oncer n ed with ps y chological anal-
ysis. He of fe r e d the f ollo wing ad d i ti o nal ideas concerning 
the Mau Mau. Africans seldom accepted responsibilit y for 
misfortunes. Mi sf o rtun e s were caused b y "' e vil wills"'.After 
their arrival, t h e Europea n s were considered to be t h e cause 
of all e v il. Som e Africans who had c ome to power, not chrough 
traditional ch a nn e ls, felt the y were powerful enough to force 
the Europeans to leave and to take control themselves. 59 
The Kiku y u did not see that there would ever be a chance 
for them to have an equal vote or to participate fully in the 
society whic h the Europeans had developed. As a result, frus-
trations increased. Thus we see again the problem that,although 
many of the traditional aspects had been changed or destroyed 
by the introduction of an alien culture, people had not been 
allowed to full y adopt the new c ulture. 
Carothers opined that it is easier to implement and to 
understand an autocratic government than a democratic one, 
••. for the application of democratic prin c iples is espec-
ially dif f icult where societies are not relatively homo-
geneous in their level of sophistication for life in that 
societ y . Thi s di f ficulty is apt to lead to an apparent 
inconsisten cy b etween theor y and practice which, in its 
turn, mu s t o fte n lead to a sense of i njustice in the 
oth.ers,60 
591· . d 
~-, pp. 12-13. 
60Ibicl_ , , p. 34. 
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The first three oaths dra wn up by the Mau Mau were 
intended to de vel op a sense of tribal and national unity, 
according to Car others. The fourth oath was intended to 
" ..• dedicate and bind these people [the Kikuyu] to the pur-
poses and fortunes of their new leader and his group, and 
ensure they hav e no other future." 6 1 
tive. 
Let us now examine the Ma u Mau from another perspec-
The men who fou gh t the Mau Mau included Africans, 
especially Kikuyu, some of whom were in the Home Guard; 
Asians; Kenya se~tlers ~ho were in the Kenya Police or armed 
forces; British troops requested to arrive concurrently with 
the declaration of the State of Emergency; and ·several mer-
cenaries. Several of these men wrote about their experiences 
and their ide as about the Mau Mau. 
Ian Henderson, a Kenyan, who was a member of the Kenya 
Securiti Forces, was involved very deeply in the development 
and utilization of the pseudo-gang tactic. In 1956, this 
tactic was used to capture Dedan Kimathi; one of the Mau Mau 
generals idolized by his men.6 2 According to Henderson, 
Kimathi was " ... the root of all evil in the jungle." 63 The 
Mau Mau forces in the forests were directed by men designated 
by the title general. The generals operated quite indepen~ 
dently~althougl1 there was some organization among the forces 
61 Ibi~., pp. 16--17. 
62 ran Henderson with Philip G-oodhart, T'he Hunt for 
Kim a _th i (Lo n d o n ~ Pan Bo o k s , L t d . , 1 9 6 2 ) , p . 2 6 . 
63 Ibid., p. 53. 
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broug ht about through their coun~il meetings. 
Henderson argued that the 
... Mau Mau movement ... was a b lend of ancient and modern. 
It owe d much t o the spirit of African nationalism and 
the primit ive trade un ion agitation which wa s growing 
in the to wns . It owed more to wit chcraft and the fear 
of witchcraft which flourished roost strongly in the 
reserve. So me Mau Ma u leaders wanted to destroy the 
white man; others wanted to uproot ever y vestige of 
European c i vil i zati on. Both these e lemen ts were com-
bined i n the l oo sel y k nit movement, but a s time went 
on the more sop h istic ate d agitators were replaced b y 
the men who called for the rejection of all Western 
ways.6 4 
Peter Drummond, born and bred in Kenya, was a police 
officer. Some of his observations and opinions have been 
recorded in Bw~na D~um by Dennis Holman, who often interjected 
his own ideas. He f elt that the Mau Mau revolt was parti~lly 
a result of thr 1ev0l~pm2nt cf Af rica~ nationalism whi ch 
'' •. ~came from deep inside the smoulderin g volcano of their 
spiritual and economic needs." Had Kenyatta not been arrested 
or had he escaped and '' .•. had he remained in control, Kenya 
would have been spared the blood bath that was to follow" 
his arrest. 65 
Drummond did not believe the main Kikuyu allegation 
that their lands had been stolen was based on historical fact. 
In a footnote, Drummond expressed his belief that for the 
small amount of land (not in excess of 110 square miles) 
64 Ibid., p. 13. 
65 nennis Holman, Bwana Drum (New York: W.W. Norton 
and Co., Inc., 1965), pp. 13-14. 
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which had been a lienated full r e stitution had been made. 
The lands in q ue stion, 
... the White Highlands, were not seized as the Kikuyu 
a g itators tried to claim, but settled as the result 
of a decision by the government who were concerned 
at the ti me with the economic development of vast 
areas of empty land, a develop men t which was quite 
beyond the capabilities of the indi gen ous population.66 
The European settlers felt that the land rightfully 
belong e d to them. According to Drummond, the declared pur-
pose of Mau Mau was to take possession of the alienated 
lands by killing the Europeans or by forcing them to leave 
the country~ He mentioned that while many of the Mau Mau 
11 
••• were no t f i g h ting f o-::- money or power but for Kikuyu 1 and , 11 
and were " .•. the militant wing of a political movement," 
others we-re '' ••• a thug element ... masqu::::r.:1C:ing as Hau Mau 
gangs . 11 6 7 Henderson questioned the idea th a t Hau Mau was 
anti-white, for many more Africans whites ~ere killed by 
Mau Mau, He felt that the Mau Mau did not have an organized 
pattern for revolt and had not articulated their aims even 
after the arrests following the declaration of the State of 
Emergency. 68 However, he sai~ that after the formation of 
guerrilla forces in the mountain forests, Kimathi in his 
6 6 I:b i d , , p p • 1 2 -1 3 . 
6 7r ·b. d 
__ .1_., pp. 146. 
68 Henderson with Goodhart, The Hunt for Kimathi, 
pp, 14-15. 
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''Mein Kamp£'' had written ho w " ... they would take over the 
European farms; how they would kill all those--black, white, 
or brown--who stood against them. 11 69 
Henderson s t ressed the terror and the horror of the 
Mau Mau by choosing to use the following descriptions: 
'', .. they [the Mau Mau] were fanatics who had enjoyed killing 
children and slitting open th e stom a chs of pregnant women. 
They were savages, vicious, u~predictable as a rabid dog. 1170 
This behavior developed as a result of the perversion of tra-
ditional oaths by the Mau Mau leaders. These oaths forced 
people to promise 
... to kill, to cut and burn. The taking of the oaths 
would be solemnified with bestial ceremonies, which 
included munching human brains and intercourse with 
deaJ goat s . To ~o~p let~ t he a ~mc 3 ~t2r~ o ~ h o rrcr, the 
troathing chapels ·" would be decorated with intestines 
and gouged goats 1 eyes.71 
Holman quoted Drummond: "We were up against something more 
brutal and savage than the world has ever known, we had to 
destroy it by every means. 1172 
However, according to Drummond, there was no satisfac-
tory explanation of the development of these horrors in the 
basically Kikuyu movement for the Kikuyu were a religious 
and human people. The horrors in the oathing ceremony were 
6 9 Tb id • , p . 2 3 . 
70rbid., p. 142. 
7 l _!_~i d . , p • 1 4 . 
7 2nolman, Bw~na Drum, p. 66. 
63 
not fundamentally Kiku y u in character, they did not arise 
spontaneously out of the stresses attendant to the Kikuyu 
society in transition.73 
The oathing ceremon y was to bind the people to the 
Mau Mau and to destroy their "sense of security and well-
being". This sen s e of securit y was based on the belief that 
by their obe y in g tribal law and customs everythin g would be 
alright, ll, Some un willing initiates informed the police 
about the oathing ceremonies and Mau Mau activities. As a 
result, in 1950, the Mau Mau was declared an illegal society. 
The Mau Mau leaders then decided that it was necessary to 
oathe the whole Kikuyu tribe in order to have a · united front. 
If a person refused to be oathed, even after being beaten 
he was murdered in front of initiates.75 
During the Emergency, while traveling through Kenya, 
an American, William Baldwin, became involved in fighting 
the Mau Mau as a member of the Kenya Police. Baldwin, fol-
lowing his service in the Second World War, had been travel-
ing around the world working when necessary. He took a posi-
tion with the Kenya Police not only because he needed money 
but also because he was sympathetic to their cause. He felt 
73 Ibid., p. 22. 
74 Tb i~., p. 23. 
751b. " 
_2:.E..,, pp. 12-13. 
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· that the Mau Mau should not be considered to be "civilized 
persons' 1 • 76 William Baldwin has wr itten an account of his 
experiences and his ideas in Mau Mau Manhunt. 
Baldwin.believed that the basic problem which led to 
the Mau Mau movement was that '' ... too many people have tried 
to push the African ahead too fast and too far." The educa-
ted Africans' l eve l of expectation were far above their abil-
ities. These Africans should have utilized their knowledge 
to assist the uneducated. Instead these educated Africans 
were responsible for instigating the uneducated to participate 
in the Mau Mau revolt.7 7 
One of the lies . that Bald win felt was perpetrated by 
thP Af~ican s WRR that th~ Europeans had stolen large areas 
of land from the Kikuyu. Baldwin claimed that three quarters 
of the 12,000 square miles of the land alienated by the Euro-
peans had not be~n ·~f {flz ed dr 6ccupied except by the Masai 
for cattle grazing. The other quarter was not inhabited. 
To a small area of this land the Kikuyu later laid claim. 
78 These claims were fully compensated by the government. 
To prevent government and European knowledge of the 
existence of the Mau Mau, its leaders felt that it was 
76william W. Baldwin, M~u M~u Manhunt (New York: 
E. P. Dutton, and Co., Inc . , 1957), p. 179. 
77 rbid., p. 45. 
78 rbid., p. 55. 
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necessary to have all Kikuyu people take an oath. 79 Origi-
nally the oath was to develop a united political awareness. 
" .•. Failing this, the oath was intended to have such power 
over people through ps y chological fear that they would remain 
passive and not oppose the Mau Mau in any way. 11 80 The new 
oath developed especially after the declaration of the State 
of Emergency involved many types of depravity. Baldwin ques-
tioned why the government did not take action earlier to stop 
the growth of Mau Mau, although there had been reports of 
violence inclu di ng murder, oath-taking,and secret societies 
even in 1947, There had been much discussion as to the rela-
tionship of the KAU and Mau Mau. Baldwin opined that" ... there 
is li t tle doubt that the KAU and Mau Mau whlle perhaps not 
synonymous, were very closely linked." 81 
Baldwin described several situations, e.g., the circum-
cision controversy, which he felt were taken advantage of for 
political purposes. 82 The separatist churches and schools 
accepted no government funds and became increasingly &nti-
white in their teaching. The children no longer received 
instruction in obeying the white man's law. They were instruc-
ted that the white man was an oppressor and a land thief. As 
7 9rb i d . , p p • 5 7 - 5 8 . 
80lbid., p. 87. 
81rbid., p. 58. 
821 • . d 
~-, pp. 110-11. 
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a result , by 1950, the Kikuyu had been taught to hate Euro-
peans. The Kikuyu were taught many lies and half-truths 
about th e ir past. "In such fertile soil the bitter seeds 
of Mau Hau grew fast. 1183 
Mau Mau waa presented as a religion. Propaganda was 
spread through the medium o f Christian hymn tunes. This 
Mau Mau relig i on e x pressed faith in God and the Mau Mau 
leaders. Jomo Ke nyatta was depicted as a savior or Jesus 
Christ. By disguising Mau Mau as a ieligion, initiates were 
able to convince themselves of the righteousness of the 
cause and to b elieve that all activities were sanctioned by 
God.84 
pp. 111-12. 
84 rbid. _, p. 114. 
CHAPTER IV 
BLACK PERSONAL MEMOIRS 
St. Clair Dra ke in his introduction to R. Mugo 
Gatheruts autobiography, Child of Two Worlds, mentioned some 
American re actio ns to Mau Mau and to black Kenyans. Gatheru, 
a Kikuyu, had been studying at Lincoln University in the fall 
of 1952 when he was informed that his visa was to be revoked 
without e x planation; however, 
••• the reason seemed obvious. Senator [Joseph] McCarthy 
was leading the lunatic fringe of American politics in . 
a widely publicized witch hunt for Communists who were 
known to foster revolution in colonial countries. Kenya 
was seething with the Mau Mau disturbance which must, 
therefore, have been Communist-inspired; all Africans 
in Kenya, or so it seemed to the McCarthyites, supported 
Mau Mau and were all ardent Communists; it was, therefore, 
''logical" that Mugo too was a Communist, a dangerous 
canker in the wholesome apple of American democracy. 1 
Although Gatheru was not involved in Mau Mau, he made 
some observations concerning this period of his country's 
history. Gatheru believed that the basic problem was bound 
up with" .•. the lesson ... for all to learn; all peoples have 
their dignity for which they will eventually resort to via-
lence. 112 He did not accept the idea that " ... they organized 
1R. Mugo Gatheru, Child of Two Worlds: A Kikuyu's 
~or:;.:_ (Garden City, Ne.w York: Doubleday and Co., Inc., 
1965), pp. 13-14. 
2ibid., p. 176. 
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Mau Mau in 1952 in an a tte mpt to drive the Europeans from 
Ken y a and cons e q uen tly es t ab lis h t he Kikuyu dictatorship 
over the rest o f th e Ken y a trib e s, followed by a return to 
barbarism and dar k ness. 113 
The British Gove r nment was an additional factor in 
68 
the relations h ip between the Kenya settlers and the Afric a n 
population. Althou gh occas i onall y attempts were made b y 
the British Gov e rnment to improve the African situation, 
its policies were eventuall y molded in the interests of the 
Kenya settlers and not of the African population. 
An important aspect contributing to the loss of Afri-
can dignity was the question of land alienation, " ... real 
bittern e ss has been res e rved for those who took our land 
from us." 4 Following World War I, KCA had been established 
because the British soldiers received Kikuyu lands in pay-
ment for services in the war. 5 In 1923, the British Govern-
ment's Devonshire Report stated '' ... that the rights of the 
Africans must be respected as the land was ours [The Afri-
cans]." The British Government unsuccessfully tried to have 
this policy implemented. However, the settlers threatened 
to revolt and set up an independent staLe. As a result, the 
Dev~nsh i re policy was not incorporated or enforced. In 1934 
3rbid 
-·- -' , p '· 113. 
4 rb.' 
~- . , p . 114. 
S _!·bid • , p . 107. 
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H.,.about 17,000 squar e miles of the best l a nd in Kenya was 
declared opeti ~ o whit e settle rs oG ly . 116 This land was added 
to those lands which were already desi g nated as White High-
lands . This white settler policy of expropriating lands for 
their own use ma y be traced back to 1903. 
The li mitation of African participation in government 
was anoth e r sourc e of irritation and f rustration for the 
Africa n . The follo wing are several points which Gatheru 
raised. In 1947, White Paper # 191 proposed that each of the 
three major racial g roups-- Africans, Asians, and Europeans--
should have the same number of representatives in an East 
African Central Assembly. This would have provided for some 
more African ~nd Asian r~presentation in the legislature, 
but would have hardl y provided representation proportionate 
to the population. At that time in Kenya there were 30,000 
Europeans, 100,000 Indians, and 5,500,000 Africans. As a 
result of white settler protest even this concept of repre-
sentation was dropped. Another which accepted "the principle 
of majority representation for the whites" was adopted. 7 
One should remember that it was . not until 1944 that there 
was an African representatitive in the government. Even 
that representative, Mathu, was appointed by the government 
and not elected by the population. 
6 rbid., p. 114. 
7 r ·b"d __ i_., p , 89. 
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\ Another instance of affront to . the African dign ~ ty 
\ 
/_and self-respect this "child of two worlds" cited was the 
kipande system which was not abolished until 195 .0. \ The 
kipande was a registration card required for all adult AfrL~ 
· can males. This system, begun after ~he First World War, 
constantly h~mi l iated the African. 8 This was one grievance 
amo n g the many wh ich h ad develope d as , a resu l t o f the Euro-
pe an s ~ a t temp ts t o k eep their p o s i tiort of ·superiority. 9 
Kenyatta's role in trying to .find an effective way 
to improve the Africans' situation was described in the fo l -
lowing way by Githeru. Kenyatta 
.•. began to see the Kenya problem not just in terms of 
petitioning the British Government to rectify past · . 
injustices with regard to the lind. He saw the prob-
lem as one of teaching Africans :how to get enough poli-
ti cal power to control their own · affairs in K.enya ... to 
the young people of Kenya in 1946 he was an African 
Messiah who would now lead them towards self-government 
just as Azikwe in Nigeria and -kr~iah in the Gold Coast 
wer e doing.10 
~oweve r~ h e d i d n o t i nd i ca t ~ h ow t his j olitical power could 




Africans who were as well qualified for positions as Asians 
and Europeans were refused employment only on the basis of 
color. 11 
Gatheru saw these grievances as bein g among the 
causes for the outbreak of hostilities. Perhaps one may 
assume that the Africans had reached a breaking point in a 
situation in which they were in realit y less than third class 
citizens in their own country. Gatheru's own experience of 
being refused permission from the Kenya government to go to 
the United States to study was an example of the situation. 
Possibly this refusal (perhaps originating from the CID) had 
been based on the fact that Gatheru had been an editor for 
t~e KAU English-Swahili newspaper, The African Voice. 
The position concerning Mau Mau of Tom Mboya has never 
geen clearly defined, At the time of his assassination, 
Mboya, a Luo, was the Minister for Economic Planning and 
~evelopment in the independent Kenya government. During the 
Emergency, he was involved with the organization and develop-
ment of KLGWU. He was one of the first Kenyans to have his 
observations about Mau Mau printed. 
Mboya believed that Mau Mau developed as a result of 
the interaction of the'' ... weakness of the British Government, 
and its failure to check the increasing political dominance 
llr ·b"d 
__ i_,, p. 7 9 • 
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cf the settlers 11 wh i ch brou ght a bo ut " ... the cr e ation of a 
social struccure in which t he wh i te settler established him-
self in a s u peri o r position, with the Asian providing the 
middle-class and the Afric a n the lowest social and economic 
] 1112 c .ass. In addition, Mau Mau g rew from African grievances 
about political, economic, an d social developments brought 
about b y th e Eu r ope a ns' desire to retain their dominant posi-
tion,13 While all Africans wanted to be rid of European con-
trol, Mboya did not imply that there was a desire to be rid 
of Europeans. Basically he believed that it was necessary to 
bring about a permanent solution through the political sphere. 14 
The Europeans feared pr?portional representation. They believed 
that proportional representati0n ~ auld result in African iomi-
nation. The situation was complicated because many Europeans 
thought they knew better than the Africans what the Africans 
needed, In addition, the Europeans were afraid of losing 
their dominant positions. 15 
Mboya felt that because the government had really 
restricted the efforts of Africans .to change social, economic, 
and political conditions through the established constitu-
tional channels and because 
12 Tom Mboya, The Ken y a Question: An African Answer 
(London; F a bian Colonial Bureau, 1956) p. 13. 
13 Ibid., p. 13. 
14r. d 
-~·· 
p . 17. 
15.!_bit,' p. 35. 
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... African politics and politicians failed to receive 
the recognition which is essential for the development 
of "responsible" politics in any country, the blame for 
their extremism is equally shared by the government and 
the European community ... the attitude has been to play 
down the position of the popular African leaders and to 
try to build up government-appointed chiefs and some 
other African who is prepared to become~ yes man. 
This was comparatively eas y in the absence of elected 
African members of the Le g islative Council. But real 
African leaders can only be those who are accepted as 
such by the Africans themselves. 16 
Although the government allowed African political 
organizations, it limited them to the district level and to 
district interests. This meant that they did not allow the 
development of any national African political organization. 
Howe~er, in order to deal effectively with the problems, 
Mboya felt that it was "imperative for the government to allow 
the development of national political urganizdtions and of 
Atrican political leaders.17 Mboya dwelt on the idea that 
racial,political, economic, and social attitudes on the part 
of the European settler, the Kenya government, and the British 
government were responsible for the growth of Mau Mau. 18 Only 
by expressing and discussi~g political views could some effec-
tive agreement have been worked out between the Africans, the 
government, and the settlers. 
In · F~~edom ~nd After Mboya said that since the begin-
ning of the twentieth century the policy had been to develop 
Kenya to the advantage of the Europeans. Mboya quoted Charles 
16 rbid,, p. 35. 
l7rbid. 
--- ' 
p • 36. 
l S Tb. d 
__ 1_,, pp. 28-32. 
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Eliot, British . Commission 8 r for t he East African Protectorate 
writing in 1905 iti E~st African Protec~o~ a te: 
"In other wo rds the interior of the Protectorate, is a 
White Man's country. This being so, I thin k it is mere 
hypocri sy not to ad mit that white interests must be 
para mount, and th at th e main object of o u r polic y and 
legislature should be to found a White Colony. 11 19 
The Europeans had preempted a s izeab le · proportion of the avail-
able land. Of the areas of Ken y a which had an annual rain-
fall in exces s of twenty inches, more than twenty five per-· 
cent was reserved for Europeans who represented one percent 
of the total popul;tion. 20 
The Africans had not desired to use violence in trying 
to rectify their situation. But it became more · and more evi-
dent that they would not be able to accomp lis h anything through 
constitutional ly esta b l i shed channels. Peaceful tactics of 
civil disobedience were attempt e d. Their position became 
more complex when it appeared that the Europeans provoked the 
Africans to such an extent that the Africans could only react 
violently. These same Europeans had armed themselves. They 
we.re determined to use force against "a positive non-violent 
nationalist movement. 1121 Mboya felt that although one might 
use non-violent methods to achieve one's rights, that it was 
~ .•. always with the understanding that it could lead to vio-
lence.1122 
19 Tom Mboya, Freedom and After (London: Andre Deutsch, 
1963), p. 47. 
ZOibid., pp. 47-48. 
2 l Tb i d_ • , p . 5 2 • 
22.!.£id _., p. 52. 
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Altho ug h Mbo y a re a li z ed t ha t Mau Mau was violent, he 
also pointed out that t h e S ecurity F orces met that violence 
with far g r a a t e r vi o lence, alle g edly bein g paid according to 
how many Mau Mau the y k illed. Violence on the pirt of the 
Mau Mau did not develop witho u t provocation. 
In the c ase s of Alg eri a , Ke n y a, and An go la the frustra-
tion which pr ecipitat eJ v iolence wer e cl e arl y there, and 
the colo nia l p o we r s of Fr an c e , an d Brit ai n can not escape 
respons i bilit y f or ha vi ng precipitated t his violence .. 
the que s tion, then is ... wh eth e r n a tion a lism c an be 
expect e d to r e n a i n si l e n t when prov o k e d to th e extent 
it had b e en in t h ese countr i es and when there are no con-
stitution a l c hannels th r o u gh which n a tionalism can 
achieve its objectives. 2 3 
Mboya further contended, 
,.,if one can draw a general rule, it is that in any 
colon y where there has b e en considerable white settle-
ment, violence has become i n evitable, althoug h it was 
not the or i ginal policy of the nationalist part y ... the 
reason is th a t, where there h a s been white settlement, 
there has b een resistance to constitutional chan g e and 
this h a s created more obstacles to nationalism. 2 4 
Mboya did not accept the idea " ... that Mau Mau was the 
result of an y revolt b y the Africans against civilization or 
Christianity. 11 25 He mentioned that 
.,.~any ti mes ~urin g the Emergency we said categorically 
that Mau Mau was the child of econo mic and social prob-
1 e:m s w h i ch had a c cu ra u 1 a t e d over the y e ar s and w h i ch h ad 
not found a n y solution through constitutional channels. 
They were nearl y all problems of discr i mination a g ainst 
Africans in different forms; discrimination in employment 
23 Ibid., pp. 49-50. 
24 Ibid,, pp. 50-51. 
25 Ibid., p. 4 9 -· . 
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and in salaries (I had myself been paid only one-fifth 
of the s a lary of a European doing the same job); refusal 
by Govern men t to let Africans gr ow cash crops like cof-
fee, tea, sisal, and p yr et hrum ... discri mination in post 
offices, hotels, and re s taur an ts supported b y a govern-
ment which had made li qu or la ws layin g do wn as an offense 
the sellin g or s e rving to an African of European liquor; 
discri minatio n b y Governme n t in giving aid to s chools 
and hospit als established on a racial basis; the absence 
of African representation in the Le gisla ture or of any 
voice at all in the Gov ernme nt; the indirect rule of the 
African people chrough chi efs and ad ministrative officers 
who did not reflect an y local African opinion. All these 
irritations went toget he r to create frustrations wh~ch 
accumulated over the years.26 
Land alienation was a most important source of frustra-
tion for the Africans. Most of the land alienated was in 
Central Province and the Rift Valley. 27 The Kikuyu were 
primarily settled in these areas. Most of the ·Mau Mau activ-
ities were in these areas. By the 19 4 0's the question of 
land became very emotional. The Africans contended that the 
Europeans were wrong in assuming the land alienated was unin-
habited, Although the lands were not actively used the lands 
in question were owned by a tribe or an individual. At the 
beginning of the century, some lands claimed by the whites 
were not heing actively utilized by the Africans because of 
a decrease in population due to natural disasters. 28 
According to Mboya, Kenyatta was not responsible for 
the Mau Mau. The verdict at the trial in 1953 was not cor-
re .ct. Mboya expressed the belief that the trial was not fair. 
26 rbid,, pp. 44-46. 
27 Ibid., p. 47, · 
28 Ibid,, pp. 48-49. 
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The jud ge was biased . He was dele g ated special powers in 
Kenyatta's trial. Onl y s elec ted wi tnesses wer e allowed to 
testif y . The ch ief wj . tn es s agai nst Kenyatta admitted that 
he did not testi fy truthfully abou t Keny atta; possibly other 
witnesses perj ure d th e rnseJ .ves. The c h ief witn e ss admitted 
also th a t he ha d accepted money from the Ken ya g overnment 
for his testi mo ny .29 
Jo mo Kenyatta's in volvem ent in Mau Mau and his resuons-
ibility for its d ev elopm ent have been discussed b y various 
writers. In very few instances have h is views been noted. 
While in Engl a nd, Jomo Kenyatta received a diploma in anthro-
pology at the London School of Economics. As part of the 
B. Malinowski, cours .e taught the famed anthropolo g ist, 
he wrote se v eral articles about his tribe, the Kikuyu, which 
were later published as a book titled Facin g Mount Kenya in 
1938. , Facing Moc1nt Ken ya was amon g the first works written 
about Africa by an African. Although it predates the Emer-
gency, Kenyatta did not limit his observations entirely to 
an anthropological study. It is not an impersonal study, and 
it is not apolitical. He provided concise e x planations ana 
background to the customs and traditions of the tribe in addi-
tion to articulating th e effect that the Europ ea n settlement 
had had on his people. 
29 Ibid., p. 55. 
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Mogo wa Kebiro, a famous Kik uyu medicine man of the 
.- , 
last century, through a dream foretold the coming of the 
white stran gers with guns and later the buildin g of the rail-
road. He warned his people that those strangers~ empire 
builders, wanted to take land and everything else from the 
Kikuyu. The n a turall y hospitable Kikuyu, fooled by the Euro-
peans, belie ved that the Eu ropeans meant no ha rm. 
peans were granted 
The Euro-
.,.a temporar y ri ght of occupation on the land ... [and] 
cultivatio n or building ri gh ts. The Europeans were 
treated in thi s way in the belief that one <lay they 
w·ould get tired of wandering and finally return to their 
own countr y .30 
The Kikuyu soon realiz e d th~t the Europeans planned to control 
the lands and Af ricans by force if neceasary. 31 Eventu a lly, 
when the railway from Mombasa to Lake Victoria was completed, 
Europeans 
,. ,began to claim the absolute right to rul e the country 
and to have the ownership of lands under the title of 
~'Crown Lands, n where the Kikuyu, who are the or ig inal 
owners, now live as "tenant at will o f the Crown." The 
Kikuyu lost most of their lands throu g h their magnanimity, 
for the Kikuyu country wa s never whol l y conquered b y 
force or arms, but the p eople were put under the ruthless 
domination of European imperi al ism through the insidious 
trickery of h yp ocritical treaties.32 · 
30 Jomo Kenyatta, Facing Moutit Keriya (New York: Random 
Rous~, 1962) pp. 41-45. 
31 rbid,, p. 46. 
32rbid., p. 47. 
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Kenyatta illustrated the Kikuyu and European rela-
tionship with a Kikuyu story. An elephant asked his friend, 
a man, during a thunder storm if he could put his trunk inside 
the man 1 s small hut near the forest. Gradually he moved in 
completely, throwing the man out in the storm, saying he 
needed to protect his "delicate skin 11 • 3 3 Hearing the ensu-
ing argument, the other animals gathered around. When ques-
tioned about the disturbance by the lion, the elephant, a 
high minister in the lion's government, said, "'I have only 
been having a little discussion with my friend here as to the 
possession of this little hut which your lordsbip sees me 
occupying. 'II The lion commanded that a Commiss: :.on of Enquiry 
examine and report about this matter and promised the man 
that he would be he~rd.3 4 
When the Commission, organized by the elephant, was 
,for -me.cl~ th _e man comp 1 a in ed that no one . from his side was 
appointed. He was told that no one could be appointed, 
'' •. ,since no one from his side was well enough educated 
to understand the intricacy of jungle law .... The mem-
bers of the Commission were all men of repute for their 
i :m p a r t i a 1 i t y i n j u s t i c e , and a s th e y we r e g en t 1 em en 
chosen by God to look after the interests of races less 
adequately endowed with teeth and claws he might rest 
assured that they would investigate the matter with the 
--greatest care and report impartially. 11 35 
33 r ·b. d 
_ ._i __ _ ., pp. 47-48. 
34 Ib'd 
__ 1._.' p. 48. 
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In front of the Commission, the elephant claimed that 
the man 
'' ... invited me to save his hut from bein g blown away by 
a hurricane. As the hurricane had gained access owing 
to the unoccupied space in the hut, I con s idered it nec-
essary, in· my friend's own interests, to turn the undevel-
oped sp2ce to a more economic use b y sittin g in it my self." 
The other members, who were heard, agreed with the elephant's 
version. 36 
When the man com menced his version, he was told 
" •.. please confine yourself to relevant issues. We have 
already heard the circumstances f rom various unbiased 
sources; all we wish you to tell us is whether the 
undeveloped space in your hut was occupied by anyone 
else before Mr. Elephant assumed his position?" 
He was only given time . to answer, 111 No, but---' 11 before the 
Commission closed the investigation. Aft~r being bribed by 
Mr. Elephant, the Commission reached a verdict. 
~In our opinion this dispute has arise~ through a regret-
t~ble misunderstanding due to the backwardness of your 
ideas. We consider that Mr. Elepharit has fulfilled his 
sacred duty of protecting your interest. As it is clearly 
for your good that the space should be put to its most 
economic use, and as you yourself have not yet reached 
the stage of expansion which would enable you to fill it, 
we consider it necessary to arrange a compromise to suit 
both parties. Mr. Elephant shall continue his occupation 
of your hut, but we give you permission to look for a 
site where you can build another hut more suited to your 
needs and we will see that you are well protected. 37 
This procedure was repeated until all the animals had new 
huts, The man felt that the Commission had not reached its 
36Ibid, 1 pp, 49-50. 
3 7 lb i d . , p • 5 0 • 
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decisions fairly. The man built ano ther hut. Presently 
all the animals tried to ta k e possession of that hut. Dis-
putes concerni ng ownership ensued. WhiJ .e the animals were 
arguing, the man burnt the hut and the occupants. As it 
burned he left sayi ng: "'Peace is costly, but it's worth 
the expense."' The man lived happily ever after. 38 
Within the Kiku y u stor y , Kenyatta has shown a number 
of the grievances of the Kikuy u in the relationship with 
the Europeans, especially the issue of land alienation, the 
alien corrupt judicial system, the limitation of African 
rights, and the establishment and manipulation of government 
institutions and economic endeavours in the int~rests of the 
Europeans. 
There was, of course, the nationalist and human desire 
to be recognized as a people whose rights should not be with-
held for another fifty or one hundred years. This tale sug-
gested that the Kikuyu should wait until the time was ripe. 
The Europeans would become so confused with their own teach-
ings, practices, and co mpe tition with one another, and would 
eventually become so engrossed with these affairs that they 
would be conc er ned with nothing else. It was an illustration 
of the complete · disregard the Europeans had for the Africans 
except in relation to what the Africans could do for them. 
381b .. 
~-· pp. 50-51. 
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Was Kenyatta also suggestin g that the Africans should retal-
iate if there was no great improvement in their situation? 
Was he suggesting that violence be used if the Europeans 
did not alter their attitudes and practices? Was this 
leader advocating vio l e nce in orde r that t h e Africans obtain 
their human rights and control of their country? 
One can not say definitively that Kenyatta cate-
gorically agreed with these ideas. However, one should con-
sider the fact that he h as included this tale and has not 
criticized it. 
Kenyatta criticized th e European system of education 
for Africans because he felt that it did not provide the 
African with the ability to f unction either in the tribe or 
in the European societ y . This was because" ... in the past 
there has beer. too much of 'civilizin g and uplifting poor 
savages. t" The policy had been based on the preconceived 
idea that the African cultures were primitive. Education 
provided by Europeans did not take into account the hopes 
and ideals of the Africans,39 
The tribes had been disrupted more since the arrival 
of the Europeans than they were through pre-European tribal 
waifare, although th e Europeans felt that they had done a 
service in stopping tribal warfare. Why was it any better 
to fight in Europea n wars, e.g. World War I, to protect 
39 Ibid., pp. 120-21. 
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democracy? 
The reward for this was ta king away the best land from 
the African, the introduction of kipande with its dia-
bolic al system o f finge r- prints as though the Af ricans 
were crimin a ls, imposition of heavy taxation and denial 
of freedo m of speech, of press, and of farming political 
or social organizations. This is wha t 11 democratic Bri-
t a in" did in recognition of the se rv ices rende re d by 
th e Kenya Africans d urin g 1914-1918.40 
Kenyatta opined that in accepting the Eu ropean presence the 
African had been relegated to being a slave. Before the 
Europeans arrived, an African " ... man was a man, and as such 
he had the rights of a man and liberty to exercise his will 
and thought in a direction which suited his purposes as well 
as those of his 41 fellow-man." 
Land was the ba~is of all aspects of life in the tribe. 
its roots . Land was imµortant for it 
... not only unites the livin g member of the tribe but 
also the dead ancestors and the unborn posterity ... 
The dead are ahle to keep direct communication with 
the living, and the sanctions which control behavior 
in both the collective life of the tribe and private 
lives of its individual members are the approval or 
disapproval of the ancestral spirits.42 
Concerning the importance of land in the Kikuyu society, Ken-
yatta offered the following observations: 
40rbid., pp. 203-04. 
4llbid., p. 204. 
42rbid., p. 42. 
, .. A cultu re h as no mean in g ap art fro m the social 
organizat ion of ]. ife on which i t is built. Wh en the 
European comes to t he Gi kuyu count ry an d robs the 
peopl e o f thei r land, he is ta ki ng away not only 
their li velihood, but the mater i a l symbol _ th a t holds 
family and trib e to ge ther. In doing t hi s he gives 
one blo w which cuts 2way the fo undations from the 
whole of Gi k u y u life, social, mo ral, and economic. 
When h e exp lains to his own satisfac t ion an d af t e r 
the most superf ici a l. glan c e at the i s su e s involv ed , 
that he is doing this for the sake of the African , 
to "civil ize" t hem, "te ach them t he d isci plinary 
v a.lue o f r egula r work , 11 a nd " g i v e them t he benefit 
of Euro pean p r ogre ss ive idea s," he is add ing insult 
to injury, and ne e d expe ct to convince no one but 
himself. Z;3 
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The Eu r opeans li mi ted the African's opportunities to 
share the material deve l opments and ideas of the western 
civilization, e.g. medicine, advanced education~ In those 
instances in which the Af rican was allo wed to share, the 
The Europeans 
harbored t he attitude that it wa s better for the Africans to 
work for them. In order to insure that the Africans would 
work for them, the Europeans alienated the land. In addition, 
they greatly altered the governmental system and imposed 
Christianity, an alien judicial system, and morality. 44 
Freedom was an integral aspect of African cultures 
and societies. Europeans had no appreciation of its imper-
tance. The African would not tolerate subjugation. Kenyatta 
felt that it was necessar y and inevitable that the Africans 
4Jibid., p. 305. 
44
.!E_id., p. 305. 
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fight for freedom. The Africans should be under control of 
no other people or nation. If the Africans continued to be 
colonized, other n at io ns wo uld compete for cont r ol and the 
Africans would become incre as i ng l y weak . 45 
In a letter wri t t en to The Times (London) in the 
19 3 0' s , while re s iding in Eng la nd , Kenyatta exp lain~d the 
aims of the African K .C. A . of which ' he was g eneral secretary: 
1. Land. To obtain a le ga l -right reco gn ized by the 
local gove rnm en t to the tenure of the lands held by 
our tribe before the advent ·of the fo re i gne r, an d to 
prevent further encroachment by non-natives on the 
Native Reserv~s. 
2 . Edu~ at ion. To obtain educational 
practic a l na ture to be financed by a 
taxes paid b y us to the Government. 
facilities of a 
portion of the 
3. Woman's Hut Ta x. To obtain the abolition of the -
Eut Tax en Wn~e n-- whi ch leaas to their being forced 
to work outside the Nativ e Reserves, or into prosti-
tution for t he purp o se of obtaining money to pa y this 
tax. 
4. Representation in the Le g islature. To obtain the 
representation of native interests on the Legislative 
Council, by native representatives elected by themselves. 
5. Tribal Customs. To be permitted to retain our many 
good tribal customs, and by means of education to ele-
vate the minds of our people to the willing rejection 
of the b ad customs. 46 · · 
If these ai ms were realized, Kenyatta felt it would be pos-
sible for Europeans and Africans to peacefully co-exist in 
East Africa as subjects of Great Britain. However, 
4 5 ~~i d • , p . 3 0 6 • 
46 Delf, Joma Kenyatta, pp. 69 -70. 
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... the re p r e s s ion of n ati v e vie ws, on s ubjects of 
such vital in t erest to my people, by means of legis-
lative mea s ur e s, can only be described as a short-
sighted ti gh t en in g up of the safety v a l v e of fr ee 
speech, wh ic h ruus t inevit a bl y result in a dan g erous 
explosion--the one thin g all sane men wish to avoid. 4 7 
Josiah Mws n g i Kariuki was detained during th e Emer-
gency b y the Ken y a Government alle g edly because he was 
·involved in'M a u Mau'. He described Mau Mau in his autobio-
graphy Mau Mau De tainee as a grass-roots movement which had 
no central direction. Kariuki stated that the Africans 
wanted to control the country and not allow the whites to 
continue to increase their domination. The Africans were pre-
paring a group of educated persons to be able to take over 
the country, while movements for independence in other coun-
t r ies were incr~as! ~ g after World Wac TT .L .L • Th .'.:: sc.::tl:lE!rs felt 
this and as a consequence tried to enlarge their power. 48 
The Africans, by 1950, increasingly felt that their 
complaints were not being considered. When in 1951, the Bri-
tish Government refused to act upon moderate African demands 
concerning representation in the Legislative Council, " ... a 
tougher attitude became apparent in the inner councils of the 
Africans." If any concessions had been made to indicate the 
British willingness to grant Kenyan indep~nrlence under Afri-
can control in the foreseeable fnture the Africans would not 
4 7 rb i d., pp. 69-70. 
48 Josiah Mwa ngi Ka riuki, 'M a u Mau' Detain e e (London: 
Oxford Univ e rsity P ress, 1963), p~22. 
87 
have turned to Mau Mau. Even as late as October, 1952, 
several politic a l concessions would have prevented the 
revolt .. However, the government i n stituted extreme measures 
against the Africans who felt they had no recourse except 
violence and r ebell ion. 49 Mau Mau used violence onl y when 
all other methods had failed to allev iate the Af rican situ-
atio n . Mau Mau grew only because other g roups and individ-
uals had not been successful in tr y ing to brin g about a situ-
ation in which the African would have self-respect and better 
economic, soci al, and political conditions. The government 
did not understand that Mau Mau was a result of extreme frus-
trations experienced by the Africans while attempting to 
express themselves throu gh re g ularly established channels. 50 
KAU, in the years prior to 1952, had tried unsuccess-
fully to have mode rate advances for Africans instituted. 
The government would provide few opp~rtunities for African 
participation in the government. Jomo Kenyatta was not allowed 
to be on the Legislative Council. This factor as well as 
the failure of the government to authorize political advances 
and concessions meant that extremists within and without the 
KAU were able to gain greater support. Those who were 
attempting to remain moderate began to lose support. Even-
tually, moderates became more extreme while trying to prevent 
49 rbid., pp. 15-16. 
501bid., p. 23. 
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open con f lict. 
Our fair land was bein g sacrificed on the irrecon-
cilable horns o f t he basic di l emma of Brit is h policy 
in Kenya. The en c oura c ement of Eu ropean se t tleme n t 
and the ent r enchment o f Euro pea n privi le ge o n the 
one hand, and t he superficial lip-servic e pa i d to 
the ideals of de mocrac y and Afri can adv a nc e en t he 
other. 
If Ken ya tt a had not been arrested, t ried, and i mpr iso ned , 
the situation could quite possibl y have not developed as it 
did. Only Ke ny atta might have be e n able to moderate the 
extremists and prevent rebellion. He alon e wou ld have been 
able to restra in the revolutio nari_ s. 
arrest, rev;lt was almost inevit ab le. 51 
Howev e r, with his 
Kariu ki disagreed 
with the contention that Ken y atta was involved ·with the 
oaths. Kariuki o pined t~at 
.•. the fact that man y f or mer KCA officials took an 
oath is not evidence th a t the two organi z ations were 
the same .•. [t he re is no] evidence in Cor f ield to jus-
tify his statem~nt t h at Mau Mau was the direct off-
spring of KCA. 5 · 
The oath was developed spontaneousl y to unify the 
people who wished to maintain sel f -respect and to obtain 
independence when it was realiz e d that there was no real 
progress throu gh constitutionall y established channels. 
When first utilized, th e oath was not objectionable. The 
more the Afric a ns became aware that only through unity, faith, 
and obedienc e could they possibly succeed against the 
51I~id., p. 19. 
52 rbid., p . 23 .. 
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government and the sett ie rs. 53 "It was a wa:r for our homes, 
our land, and our country in which the price of failure was 
5 4 death." · Kariuki con c eded that some Africans, especially 
Kikuyu, were forced to take the oath. However, he stressed 
the fact that the government had . exaggerated the number and 
that it did so in its own interests. 55 
The . effect of the oath on the individual varied. 
Some people were mora receptive to takin~ the oath than others. 
The individual usually received little advanced notice of the 
time that he would be required to take it. Some other writers 
have stress e d the fact that those who refused were often killed. 
Kariuki described his reaction to the first oath. He had not 
known until shortly before that he would be asked to partici-
pate, After taking the oath, Kariuki said, " ... I fe .lt exalted 
with a new spirit of power and strength. All my previous life 
seemed empty and meaning less. Even my education of which I 
was so proud, appeared trivial beside this splendid and ter-
rible force that had been given me. 1156 He was not offered a 
description of any of the other oaths, therefore we have no 
idea what his reaction to them was. 
53rbid., p • 2 3 • 
51
-+Ib'd __ .1_., p • 32. 
551b·d 
_ ._l_,, p . 3 2 • 
56 1b·ct 
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General China, Kikuyu Waruhiu Itoce, one of several 
Mau Mau gener als of th e Forest Fighters forces, had fought 
with Bri ti sh forces in the Far East during World War II. 
During this period he had experienced " ... no pride, no air 
of superiorit y from our European comrades in arms." As a 
result of the mi litar y experience he learned about military 
or ganization.57 
However, like many other Kenya servicemen, he had 
learned somethin g which Itote felt was of far greater import: 
"I had become conscious of myself as a Kenya African, one 
among millions whose destinies were still in the hands of 
foreigners, yet also one who could see the need and the 
possibility o f changin g that situation. 1158 He realized that 
Kenya" ... was one of the last posts of feudalism, racialism, 
and minority privilege, and domination. 1159 The Africans 
could alter this situation and achieve independence within a 
generation he felt.60 
Mwangi Macharia, the founder of Anake a 40 (the Forty 
Group), had organized this group partly from men who were of 
an age-group who had fought overseas for the British and 
57 waruhiu Itote, ' Mau Mau' General (Nairobi: East 
African Publishin g House, 1967), p. 27. 
58_:JJ?_i<l., p. 27. 
5 9 _lb i~. , p • 39. 
60rb_~<l_., p . 39. 
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'' ... who had survived death a nd much hardship in the cause of 
a country which now seemed determined to block and humiliate 
them at every opportunity. 1161 
By 1950, some young Africans had expressed the desire 
to achieve indeper.dence within three years. The militant spirit 
among the younger men was fostered by the attitudes and 
actions of the Europeans. The settlers had drawn up the 
"Kenya Plan"; The Africans believed that this plan entailed 
Kenyan independence under settler control similar to the 
South African system of apartheid. "We [ the Africans] even 
suspected them [t he Europeans] of grander designs still, of 
linkin g a White East Africa with a White Central Africa ... 
tu Soutb Africa. 1162 
By the end of 1950, Itote took the first " ... oath of 
unity and dedication in the strugg~e for the freedom of 
country .... We were fighting with the weapons of Truth, Love, 
and Justice . !' 6 3 For Ito t e , there was " ..• no thing s tr an g e 
about people who already feel strongly about their freedom 
wanting to sanctify those feelings openly by taking part in 
a sacred oath. 1164 The oathing-ceremony served the purpose 
of unif ying through traditional forms, The administrators 
61 Tb' d 
_ ._1_ •. , p. 38. 
62 Ibid., p . 39. 
63 Ibid., p • 4 0. 
6L1Ib i~ .' p. 283. 
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explained the reasons they felt unity was especially neces-
sary. In order to ga in independence and the return of alien-
ated lands, unit y was essentia1.6S Each African had to be 
committed to the cau se . Anyone who wo~ld not support the 
Mau Mau efforts to gain indepe nden ce should die. 66 Eventually, 
because of the cruelty o f t he colonial troops, a g reat pro-
portion of the Af ricans preferred t~ assist the Mau Ma u or 
Freedom Fi ghters , 67 rather than the gover n men t. 
As the forest forces depe nded on support from the 
Africans for materials, infor matio n, and morale, Itote felt 
it necessary to coerce or force people if they were not wil-
ling to take the oath. "Th e explanations which · we gave, as 
weJ .l ~s the effe ct of the oa th itself, bound the people to 
us and with under s t a ndi ng came co-op e ration." However, he 
denied that children were oathed.6 8 
By January, 1952, som e Africans felt independence 
could not be achieved peacefully throu gh established chan-
nels. A "'War Council'" was organized. Some members of this 
council ~ere also me mbers of KAU. There was disagreement 
concerning the use of military tactics, especially between 
the older and younger members. Some members would not condone 
65 Ibid., p. so. 
66 Ibid., p. 5 2 • 
67
_I_bid., p. 114. 
68 rbid., p. 64. 
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. 1 69 · v10 ence, Supporting the idea that force was necessary 
to obtain the rights and independence of the people, Itote 
quoted Kenyatta's speech made in August, 1952: 111 ••• we must 
buy our freedom with our blood. 11170 Military and propa-
ganda training cf African forest forces and dissemination 
of propaganda commenced with determination on August 23, 
71 1952. Thus, before the Emergency, the Freedom Fighters 
were being g roome d for their roles. Howev e r, General China 
felt that Mau Mau violence was only a reprisal for the Euro-
peans' murdering of Africans . 72 The African forces would 
have preferred not to fight, but their '' ... militancy wa s 
literally forced upon" them. When many African political 
leaders were arrested at the beginning of the Emergency, 
they could only be submissive or resist. It was felt that 
by exhausting the colonial forces through guerilla attacks 
the y could achieve their political objectives.73 
Itote agreed with Kariuki in pointing out that 
among those in the movemen t were people who were trying to 
use it for their own purposes, especially criminals. The 
69 rbid. , p. 4 3. 
7 0 Tb :h_~ • ' l?· 4 5. 
71 Ib"d 
__ 1_. _.) p. 56. 
72 Ib id., p. 9 7. 
7 3 rbid., p.153, 
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motley forest forces included people who were committed to 
the fight for liberation; tho s e who were captured and were 
afraid to go back to the reserves; and those who had joined 
to avoid being killed or detained by government forces. 
While the "thugs" or "ordinary criminals 11 operate<l for their 
own aggrandizement, the Freedom Fighters struggled to gain 
independence and to regain possession of the alienated lands. 74 
The chief motto of the Freedom Fighters was an old 
Kikuyu proverb, "'none of our ancestors is alive.' By this 
slogan, we [the Freedom Fighters) meant that we must all one 
day die, and therefore we would fight until strength failed 
us, until our death, or until we were victorious. 1175 
Although the expre~sed aims of the Mau Mau included 
independence from European domination, Itote opined that the 
Europeans would not be forced to leave the country. However, 
there was the possibility that thos~ Europeans who had nothing 
to offer would be required to leave when Kenya became an 
independent country under the control of an African govern-
ment. The Europeans would be utilized in training Africans 
for administrative and managerial positions. In addition, 
they would be needed as investment resources. 76 
7 4 Tb id. , p. 141. 
75 Tbi~_., p. 114. 
76£.bii,, p. 208. 
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At least one African has c ollaborated with a white 
scholar in analyzing Mau Mau . Don a ld L. Barnett, an Ameri-
can anthiop6i~ gis t, and Ka rari Njami; a Kikuyu who was involved 
in Mau Mau, report the latter's experiences and ideas in Mau 
Mau From Within. 
Land alienation was one of the -Kikuyus' basic griev-
ances. The alienated African la nds we re to be used exclusively 
by the white settlers. The amou n t of land ali ena ted was in 
excess of what could possibl y be utilized by the wh ites. Even 
in 1940, more than 15,00 0 square miles of e x propriated lands 
were not utili ze d for gr azi ng or farming . As there was a 
shortage of African land, it had to be used cons~antly without 
opportunit y to lay fallow a nd to recover its fertility. L i ttle 
improvement of a gr icultural techniques and a decrease in fer-
tility led to a gr&dual decrease in productivity of African 
lands. 
A steadily increasing number of Africans, especially 
Kikuyu, with little or no land, left the reserve and looked 
for work either in the towns, cities, or European farms. Occa-
sionally, Africans were hired to work on lands which, if not 
alienated, would have been their own. Nj ami believed, "'Alien-
ation\ then is a very app r opriate term, for it contains the 
double meaning or connotation cf transference of ownership and 
losin g something which n eve rthe l ess remains in existence over 
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against one. 11 7 .7 
In addition to th e grievance about land, there were 
gri eva n ces con cerning go ve r nmen t taxes, salar y regulations, 
African produ cti on and cult i vation restrictions, and labor 
registration. The govern me nt's policies were designed to 
benefit the European settl e r. More and more, Europe&n set-
tlement wa s co ef fe ct a unity of the Africans, for there 
developed a br oa~ base of inter e sts in the landless and mobile 
African popul atio n.78 
Along with grievances, there were several aspects of 
Kikuyu society which contributed to the tension between the 
Africans and Europeans. The Kikuyu democratic tribal govern-
ment was not centralized. The "legitimac y " of the gove!"~ment 
of the colon y and of its laws were not recognized by the 
tribal political system. The age grade system" ... wherein 
leadership e merge d on the ba s is of demonstrated personal qual-
ities such as s k ill, wisdom, and ability," would not accept 
British~appointed chiefs.79 
In spite of the many grievances and the basically 
united African population 
77 Dona~d L. Barnett and Karari Njama, M~u Mau From 
Within, Autobiography an d Analysis of Kenya's Peasant Revolt. 
(Ne,i( York.: Mon th.l y Review Press ·, 1966), pp. 31-3/~. 
78 Ibid., pp. 3l,-3S. 
7 9 J b i d_ • , p • 4 3 • 
, •• it is unlikely that the revolution would have 
occurred but f or the inte g rative ideology developed 
over a period of thirt y -odd years by numerous poli-
tical, religious, educ a tio n al, and ttade union asso-
ciations [KCA, KAU, independent church and school 
movements] which articulated and brought in focus 
various African g rievances and set forward certain 
political, economic, and social objectives. 80 
A unity of interests and aims developed. 
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There was thus a good deal of ov6rlap in both the 
leadership and rank-and-file membership of Kenya's 
African politic a l, trade union, and church-school 
movements. This cross-linking of various African 
associations was tending to produce a single movement. 81 
Until the middle of 1950, KCA had restricted member-
ship, At that time, the leaders decided to develop it into 
ttan unde.rground mass movement, 11 82 (whose members took an oath 
of unity) for they were_ beginning to believe that they would 
be unable to achieve their objectives through established 
constitutional channels, and they began to fear ~hat Kenya 
would become an independent nation under a settler government. 
The KCA realized that it might be necessary to revert to 
revolutionary tactics if moderate peaceful attempts through 
established constitutional channels by KAU's leadership failed. 
The situation did not improve. The government, at the insist-
ence of the European settlers , attempted to suppress this 
African nationalist movement by silencing KAU and tribal pub-
lications, apprehending labor leaders, and, . with few 
801bid., p. 35. 
81 Ibid., p • 41. 
82 Ibid., p. 61. 
98 
exceptions, prohibiting public meetings o f Africans. The 
gove r nmen t did not cons ide r or ac t upon the demands sub-
mit ted by the Af ricans. 8 3 
The aims 0f the Africans we re expresse<l as 
"Land and Freedom " .. ;. The t endency of this ideology 
to become more radic a l was a re f lection of the intens -
ify ing stru ggle bet ween a subordi~a te Africa n majo rit y , 
incre a sin gly aware of its potential powe r, 2nd a ruling 
European minririty , ever fe arfu l that its p rivile ged 
position mi g ht be s we pt awa y in the risin g current of 
African nationalism. Th e patt e rn of events in this 
strug gle should a l so be cl ear; constitut i onal demands--
government re p ression- -m ilit ant reaction.84 
Njami expressed the opinion that there were two series 
of events which led to the 1953-56 Mau Mau revolt. The first 
desiguate<l b y Nja!Ili as "premature .:icts of violence'' comprised 
such acts in 1952 as the murder of Senior Chief Warukiu of 
Kiambu and the burning of homes of persons in Nyeri district 
who w~re supporters of the g overnment. These acts in all 
probability were connect e d with the initiation of the second 
oa,th by July, 1952, in spite of the fact that local leaders 
were most likely responsible. These acts of violence led to 
the development of a '''revolutionar y situation' for which 
the. Movement was almost totally unprepared." The second set 
of events was initiated with the declaration of the State of 
Emergency, October 20, 1952. 
8 3rt .. d 
- -~·, pp. 41-42. 
Because some Europeans acted as 
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though this meant an "o pen s eason " had been declared on 
Kikuyu, Embu, and Meru, many Africans went into the forests. 
At this point, many more Africans decided that force was 
necessary to achieve their eims . The declaration of the 
State of Emergency " .. was the major precipitant of rather 
than a reaction to Kenya's ' Ma u Ma u Revolution . 11185 
With the arrests of many Kikuyu leaders alleged to 
be leaders of the Hau Mau movement , " ... leadership passed 
into the hands of the now unlinked district and lower-level 
councils of Nairobi and the rural 2rees and a number of mili-
tant, though semi-educated or illiterate, local leaders began 
moving into the forests. 11 86 People had various reasons for 
leaving the reserves and moving into the forests. Some who 
had had positions in the Mau Mau movement believed in the 
justice of the cause and believed that God would come to their 
aid. Some supported militant tactics; some sought the tradi-
tional security which the forest p~ovided. 
recruited after taking the "Warriors" Oath. 
Some were 
Other reasons 
were hunger and fear of staying in the reserve. 87 
The great percentage of those who became part of the 
Mau Mau forest forces were illiterate peasants. Although 
educated Kikuyu agreed with the aims, they were opposed to 
85rbi1,, PP· 67-72. 
86 roid. 
--- ' 
p. 120 . 
87_!bii., p. 150. 
th~se practices which appeared to them to be degrading. 
They also had to consider that they "had more to lose," 
100 
especially materially. As th e educated Africans had exper-
iences and opportunities to appraise the government's 
power, they might have been much less optimistic about 
the chances o f th e Africans being at all successful. The 
forests did not seem to them to provide a satis fa ctor y 
. t .. . '- . h 88 s1 uation in w111c . to maneuver. "Though more likely an 
after-the-fact rationalization perhaps it was only the 
un2ducated peasant, spurred by a confidence in Ngai's 
assistance not fully shared by the educated, who could 
muster the courage to attempt the impossible. 1189 
Th e a i :n s o f · th e Ma u }fa u a r e s ~ en 3. s in v o l vi n g v a r -
ious aspects, all of which were included for the primary 
purpose of unifying the African population. Among the many 
grievances there was the rr ••• desire to recover lost dignity, 
the surrendered tmanhood t of the tribe. 1190 In addition, 
there was the desire to improve the African's, especially 
Kikuyu, economic-political situation. 
8Slbid., pp. 150-52. 
89 rb~d 
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90ibid,, p, 202. 
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As a reflecticn of the developi n g relationship of 
inequ~lity bet wee n black and whi te in Kenya society 
these secul ar aims we r e, i n their po liti ca l dimen-
sion, an expression of African n ationalis t ideology ... 
symb o lized in the demand for "Lan d and F ree dom ." 
... "fr ee d om " was seldom if ever viewed as a specifi-
call y Kiku y u or tri ba l ob jec tive, b ut rather as the 
end-p roduct of a s u c c e ssful Af rican s truggle vis-a-vis 
the European adve rs ary for i ndepen de nc e f rom colon ial 
and wh i te se t tle r rule. 9 1 
The iss ue of land alienation, however, wa s consid er ed 
almost ent irel y as a tribal, especial ly Kik u y u, concern. 
The attempt to achieve the aims of the Mau Ma u movement 
11 
••• . were .s e en a s s a n c ti one d and 1 e gi t i mi zed by a higher , 
supernatura 1 power." Since most of the activities and sym-
bols which expressed this sanction were traditionally Kikuyu, 
e.g, the oath, this situation resulted in an almost exclus-
. l K'k ~ 0 Ivey 1 uyu movement.~~ 
Dau g hter of Mumbi, an autobio g r aphy by . Charity Waci-
uma, included comments regarding conditions and attitudes 
prior to and during the Emergency. Her famil y was educated 
and her parents important members of the Kikuyu tribe. These 
factors should, therefore, be taken into consideration when 
examining this book. She was influenced partially by her 
uncl e who attended Makerere University prior to the Emer-
gency. As a young child, she was aware of the conflicts 
which the presence of the Europeans had produced in the Kikuyu 
9lrbid., pp. 199-200. 
9Zrb_l_~., pp. 199-201. 
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society. The wit c h doctors resented the white man's medi-
cine. They resented her father who had been trained by the 
white man to be a health inspector.93 
Miss Waciuma was inquisitive about many tribal proce-
<lures, wanting to learn how man y disputes were settled. She 
was told that if the court was unable to discover which party 
was telling the truth the p e opl e involved would have to ta k e 
'' 'Muma wa kurin ga thenge' --to swear by killing a goat. 11 
Evencually, following the oath ceremony, the person who had 
not told the truth suffered fatal consequence. The elders 
were thus able to determine who had told the truth.94 
Although Miss Waciuma accepted sorue aspects of 
western civilization, e.g. medicine, she did not accept the 
European attitud e o f superiority. She realized the negative 
consequences of the European presence. With the Europeans' 
imposition of their civilization, many of the traditional 
African tribal customs and controls disintegrated or were 
disrupted. The Europeans forced the Kikuyu to reject the 
traditional tribal religion. As a result, they had no feel-
ing _.of - stability and were "an easy prey to corruption. 1195 
93charity Waciuma, Daughter of Mumbi (Nairobi: 
East African Publishing House, 1969), pp. 30-32. 
94~,, pp. 38-39. 
95rbid,, pp. 43-44 . 
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The la w of th e white man drew n o respect. It did not appre-
ciate the effective tri ba l laws wh ich were respected and 
feare _d, In le g al proceedings i n the white man's court the 
Kikuyu h~ to swear to the white man's God. Swearing to 
the white man's God did not in most cases produce the desired 
result. This oath reall y meant nothing to the African. 
Before the _co ming o f the whi te man, the el clers of the Kikuyu 
tribe had provid ed control of corruption. However, with 
the comin g of the white man wh o appointed elders, corruption 
increased greatly.96 The appointed chiefs often provided 
workers to the settler who needed cheap labor to care for 
their large holdin g s and to farm their cash crops. 97 
Althouzh s ome Kikuyu had superficially adopted Chris-
ttanity, the Europeans used Christianity to their own advan-
tage .. The church condoned the alienation of lan~. The ~hurch 
exploited the African, saying that "as a good Christian one 
should not think of worldly possessions and riches. 1198 It 
was - s.ymptomatic of the feeling of insecurity produced by 
the confrontation of cultures in Kenya that there developed 
many new religions. These new religions would often inte-
grate aspects of traditional religion with aspects of Chris-
. . 99 t1.an1.ty, 
9 6_!__,bid., p. 43. 
97 rbid., p • 9 9 • 
9
-
8 lb id. , p . 8 7 • 
9 9 I b ij_. , p . 50. 
104 
When th2 Europeans first came, the Kikuyu granted 
them use of some lands as tenants, beJieving that they would 
leave.lOO The d e sire for land and profit have been seen to 
be the overriding factors contributing to the presence of 
the Europeans and to their attitudes and practices . The 
interests of the African were not taken into consideration. 
The people who worked on the estates were people whose lands 
had been usurped by the settlers. 101 According to Miss Waci-
uma, the displaced Africans 
... became bitter, bitter to the roots, about the stran-
gers who came and took their land. Before the White 
Man came they had the right to use part of the hundred 
6f acres of their clan land and now they had to beg a 
tiny plot as if they were strangers in the country of 
their forefathers.102 
Miss Waciuma stated that she 
... rapidly grew to dislike these white men who sometimes 
struck the grown men as if they were children and who 
indeed always treated us as if, mentally and emotionally, 
we were permanently children.103 
Even those who did hold some land were prevented from growing 
cash crops, especially coffee. 104 The Kikuyu came to believe 
that in order to have the government better serve the African 
concern, it was necessary to eliminate those African messen-
gers and chiefs who catered only to the government's and the 
1001' · d ~~ . ' p. 91. 
l Ol lb id _. , p. 5 2. 
1 0 2 _!_b id • , p. 99. 
lOJlbid., p. 106 
10 4 rbid., p . 106. 
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settlers' interests . In a d dition to not being able to shape 
their own policies, the Africans were humiliated constantly 
by the Europ e ans. 
The settlers were worried about educating the Afri-
can too much. Th e educated African would be '' ... more equipped 
with _the l a n g u ag e and the kno wledge of techniques with which 
to present the g rievances and demands of his people." The 
settlers, particularly those who had little education, felt 
threatened by the educated black . As a result, they often 
displayed the greatest discrimination against 105 the blacks. 
The settlers tried to limit African education to grooming 
laborers and servents only. 106 The white man humiliated the 
African because the white man feared the African. 
Miss Waciuma felt that the Europeans knew that the 
African would eventuall y be able to regain his lands. 107 As 
Miss Waciuma learned more and more about the white man, she 
desired to attain a Western education so that she '' ... could 
help in turning him out. 11108 Many Africans felt it was of 
the utmost importance to be provided with the skills necessary 
to run the country. These skills would be utilized after the 
European government was overthrown. 
,, 
l OS Tb id. , p. 102. 
1 0 6 I]?_ i d . ' p. 10. 
107Ib"'d 
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108Ibic1.' p. 59. 
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"· .... only by · being educated can re [ti:te ,African) claim our 
rights. The White Man thinks he is · s~perior but he ~son l y 
better educated." 109 
Despite the fact that officially the Africans were 
' . 
represented in the Legislative Council by such Europeans as 
. '· 
the mi ssiona~ies 9 t heir demsnch were no·t h eard. The mi _ssion- . 
aries b ad no real i nteres t in representing African polit ical 
d eman d s . Their only 6oncern was to ga~n converts. Many 
Kik uyu viewed the wb ite .manvs God as · a _thief, who sen t the 
Europeans to take the African l ands / The church and the 
government were seen to be partners .in a co~spiracy to con-
trol the Africans and to gai~ the land. 110 
In addition to 
i 
not representing th e African i n t erests, 
the missionaries interfered with the ·tiaditiona l triba l 
customs. Miss Waciuma felt that female ciicumcision, if not 
made an issue of, would have died naturally. But as the 
missionaries pro hi bi ted this practice, : it developed in to an 
ope ~ a ve nue oi xevolt aga inst t he European controlo 111 
As~ res ul t of tne cult ura l c on fli ct, e duc a ted Af ri-
cans wer e often ln the position neithe~ of b e ing a c cept e d 
I •. •.: . 
This p r odu ced m~c ~ · insecurity 
1091bi d 
• . . Q p 
......,...,.... 
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-
lllibid.- 9 pp~ 89~9~. 
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they should be able to elect th e ir representatives. The 
government said that th e Africans did not have enough edu-
cated persons to be able to vote intelligently. Those 
Africans who we re educated were thought by Europeans to be 
out of touch with the electorate.114 
Althoug h there were various groups of Europeans 
within Ke n ya, the Africans vie we d them all as settlers, 
'' ... and attributed to all of them the wron g s for which ... 
they held the settlers responsible." As a result , of the 
lack of human respect which many of the Europeans evidenced, 
the African~ gradually learned to hate the Europeans . 115 
The settlers felt that the Africans had no legal 
right to the. land which the Eu rop ea ns claimed had been un ·us ed 
before their arrival. In addition to many grazing areas, 
the forest ar ea s were often taken as well. The Europeans 
felt that their presence had been beneficial to the Africans. 
The Kikuyu felt that aid was given only when it served the 
European interests. Some Kiku y u opined ~hat the y would pre-
fer to have no aid if it meant that there would be no set-
tlers,11 6 Europeans claimed that a great proportion of the 
money which had been brought into the country was used to 
pay Africans. Africans felt that the taxes levied on the 
114r · d 
_'l_~. 1 pp. 104-05. 
115 Tb i~,, pp. 98,-99. 
116 Ibid,, p • 103. 
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Asians, Arabs, and themselves were disproportionately higher 
than the taxes paid by the European s l n Kenya. New agri-
cultural me th ods and crops had been introduced; med ical 
services and s chools had be en provided. The settlers argued 
that the y had been induced by the g overnment to come to 
develop th e area. The y felt they were magnanimous in provi-
din g the before- ment ioned materials and services to the Afri-
cans. 117 
Miss Waciuma believed that all Kikuyu had a deeper 
sense of grievance p rimarily because the Kikuyu tribe suffered 
the most. 
Who can wonder that we hate and distrust the settlers 
as a body? Why are we denied ways of making our views 
properly known? All the y hear of our O?inions comes 
from their lcickey , the chiefs. It m~y 1~ thJL the 
government gave the land to the settlers, but we can 
see that it is the settlers who are in occupation. 118 
There were no new lands into which to expand. 
It was the opinion of the author 
... that the major cause of friction between the African 
and the government in Kenya was that the District Offi-
cers did not really undersiand the Airican point of 
view. What made it all the worse was that they thought 
they did. These officials made themselves trustees and 
guardians of what they regarded as backward and uncivil-
ized people. 11 9 
The Africans were humiliated by this treatment. The District 
Officer was all~p ower ful. ManJ Africans, especially the 
117 lb -· d __ J__ _ • • , pp. 100-105. 
118r bi_ ~.' P. 101. 
119
.!_!)i~., p, 106. 
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chiefs and head me n becarr ,e nye s men" tu the District Officer. 
The chiefs and headmen owed their positions to the District 
Of ficer . Communication between the government, the District 
Officer, and th e Africans was diffi cult. The District Offi-
cer generally did not kn ow any of the tribal languages. The 
Africans, except those who liv e d on th e coast, did not have 
a strong command of Swahili of which the District Officer 
had limited kn owled ge . Written statements from the govern-
ment often had to be transla t ed t wice--from English to Swahili 
and from Swahili to the tribal language. In addition, before 
the District Officer might learn about the ideas and the way 
of life of the area to which he had been assigned, he was 
transferred. Hov:ever, Miss Waciuma felt that " worse than th·e 
steeling of the land, worse than the failure of com munication 
was the lac k of human respect. 11120 The revolt against the 
government and the settlers was seen by this young girl as 
the "Ki kuyu Fr2 e dom struggle. 11121 The fighting men were 
viewed as "true nationalists". As a result of the support 
the Mau Mau received from the people, the government made the 
Africans move into villages. 122 The settlers wanted all 
Kikuyu to be kil led. 1 23 When villages were attacked, many 
120Ib id. , pp . 106-07. 
l2.J.Ibid., p. J.11. 
12 2.!.!?_i d., pp. 112-13. 
123 Ibid., p. 130. 
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young people w~nt into t he .c . 1. ores 1:. The se curit y forces 
often killed or critical ly wounded those people whose vil-
la ge. had been attac ke d. Europeans no longer wanted laborers. 
Con diti on s in t he village s wer e overcrowded . There was 
dis ease . 
In spite of the govern men t's efforts to preven t sup-
p ort of Mau Ma u, Miss Wac iu ma stated th a t prac tic a lly eve ry -
one, includin g loyalists, at least in he r village, took the 
Ma u Mau o ath, except a few Christians. Many loyalists had 
been ''. , .brib ed by the government and the settlers with the 
promise of money, po we r, land, or salvation. 11125 Many people 
in Miss Waciu ma ~s village believed that if they endured pain 
and were strong t hey woulil eventnally succee-i. 126 
~iss Waciuma fe lt that Jomo Kenyatta was considered 
by many Kikuyu to be the greatest patriot. He had been "the 
ambassador of Kenya's Africans in England and Europe." He 
was looked upon as a savior. In order to keep up the morale 
of the villa gers agains t the oppression of the Home Guard and 
the government, many songs were adapted which conveyed the 
strength which Kenyatta held. 
of a Christian h y mn: 
1 24Ibid . 
--·.-· - ' 
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The followin g is an adaptation 
11Keny a:: t a shall r eig n ~,·her e I er- t he sun 
Doth his su cc essive jour n eys run ; 
His King d oms stretch from shore to shore . 
Til moons s hall wax and wa ne no more . 11 12 7 
1 2 7 lb ii!· , p . 114 . 
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CHAPTER V 
WHITE NOVEL S 
A num ber of novels have b een written a b out th e Ma u 
Ma u revolt. 
Americans. 
The ma j o rit y h av e been written by Europeans and 
Most of these were written befor e 1963--the y ear 
Kenya became an indepen dent nation . Th e ma jority of novels 
which have bee n written since 1963 have be e n writ ten by black 
Kenyans. Sev era l of thes e will be published shortly . 
Some of the novels have only a few references to the 
Mau Mau, while severa l bave Mau Mau intricac ely interwoven 
in theii: f al,r i c:. ~auy o f t~e n ove l s sLre~a c e~t ai n aspe cts 
of Ma u Mau, almost to the complete exc lus ion of other aspects 
of Ma u Ma u. One must r emember that they are novels and not 
historical tr eatises . Materials used in any novel are selected 
acco rding to the purpos e of the author. 
Mollie Hamilton's Later Than You Thin k , a murder mys-
tery, was set in the Whit e Highlands durin g the latt er part 
of the Emergency, in 1958. This British author accompanied 
her husband to Kenya in the 1950 1 s while he wa s serving as 
a governm en t ad mi nistrator. Although by 1958, active Mau Mau 
and g ov e r n raent force s' con fl icts had been reduced , p eop le 
believ e d th ere were still men at lar ge who h a d been actively 
113 
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involved, and that at someti me they might try to seek rev eng e 
against their former enemies, either the European settlers 
or the loyal Af~icans,for not all the Mau Mau had been arrested 
and detained. Despite the feeling that the Mau Mau might be 
anywhere, many of the wh ite settlers trusted th eir o wn ser-
vants to such an extent that they would not believe that they 
could be members of Mau Mau . 1 
In Miss Hamilton's book, an English girl, who had come 
to live in Kenya wh ile conversing with a former member of the 
Government Se curit y Forces became angr y about his keeping 
record of the Ma u Ma u whom he and his men had killed. He 
replied that it was the Mau Mau who h a d been barbaric, empha-
sizing the horrors of the oath and th e attacks on the white 
men. 2 In addition, this former member of the Security Forces 
made the folloving comments about the purpose of the oathing 
ceremonies. 
Pit has been fairly conclusively proved that someone 
who kills once and gets away with it, will kill again 3 . 
That's why the initiation rites of any secret society 
of the Mau Mau description include a murder . Because 
it's onl y the first killing th a t is difficult. ... The 
men we were af t e r had deliberately bestialized themselves 
by acts and oaths and ceremonies that were so unspeakably 
filthy and abominab le that the hal f of them have never 
b e en print ed , or believed by the outside world. If any 
of us were caught--and a g ood many of us were--we knew 
lHollie Hamil ton [ M . H. 
( New York: Coward - Mc cann, Inc., 
87 . 
3 Ib id ., p . 88 . 
Kaye], La ter Than You Think 
195 8 ) p. 1 6 . 
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just how slo wly and u nplea santly we sh oul d die. You 
ca nn o t co nd uct a c am pa ig n a g a inst a bestial horror like 
the Mau Mau with g lo v es on . Or yo u can--if yo u have 
no objec tio ~ to di gg in g u p a grave in the fores t and 
fin d in g that it co n t a in s t he b o dy of yo ur bes t friend, 
who h a s b ee n r o asted a l ive over a slow fire after having 
certain p a r t s of h i m r e moved f or us e in Mau Ma u cere-
monials. 11 4 . 
Con tinuin g he spoke of one 0f th e l oya l Af ricans who 
had be en workin g with the Secur i ty F orc es since the La r i ma s-
sacre in 1953. The Lar i massacre was an alle ged Ma u Mau 
attac k again st the lo yal Kikuyu livin g in Lari, a village in 
Kiambu. As a result of thi s a ttac k , the whole European popu-
lation became united against the Mau Ma u. Many of the Kikuyu 
who had been sitting on t he fence then came over to the gov ern-
ment for by no w t hey reali zed fully that this was no lon ge r 
Mau Mau against ~ hitc s e ttl e rs bu t als o 
When th e E 11 g 1 is h g i r 1 men t ion e. d th a t " ... i t is th e ir 
[Kikuyu] countr y ," he retorted that it was onl y through the 
work of the white settlers t ha t th e country had developed as 
it did, and t hat thE settl ers did not take the land f rom the 
Kikuyu, that only a part of it belonged to the Masai who were 
compensated with ot he r land. He felt that only through the 
exhaustive effo rts of p er sons like .Delamere was the land made 
productive. No one complained when th e land was alienated. 
41b · 1 
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Only when t hese lacrls were made fe rtile did the Africans, 
citin g "natio na lism", demand the retu r n of t he land. How-
ever, th i s settler felt t he re wa s enough l a n d for the Afri-
c a ns to pr ove th ey were c apab l e of cieveloping prosperous 
agricultural conce r n s. He believed, ho weve r, that the Afri-
cans could n o t a c hieve this objective for they did not pos-
sess the sa me me ntal faculties and perseverance as the Euro-
peans . This settler pl a nned to stay in Ken ya. Onl y if ordered 
by the United Na tions would he leave. 6 
Look Not Upon M~ , wr itten b y Denys Jones and published 
in 1955 was situated in Kenya before the Emergency was declared 
in October, 1952. In fact, some references indicate that the 
tale was set during the Second World War. 
'' ... War or no war, it seemed most likely that the y were 
working for some oth e r alliance of the darkest kind . 
They might wai t for the outer, vaster, wa r to end befo~e 
they launched wha t was the consequence of their own 
grievance s an d hates. Meanwhile the little outbursts, 
murders, and outrages, occurred."7 
Howe ver , there were direct references to Mau Mau, so 
it would seem that either the author was exercising the privi-
lege of a novelist to arrange time for the convenience of his 
tale or he felt that · t he Mau Mau had started to develop durin g 
the Second World War . For ex am ple, when speaking about an 
6 rbid., p. 11 7. 
7Denys Jones, Lo ok No t Upon Me ( New York: Criterion 
Boo ks , 1955) p. 127 . 
117 
attack on an Afr ic an guard, an Afr i can said that the attack 
was the work of the Mau Mau . The African emphasized the 
t er ror of the Mau Mau by using word s connoting death to the 
African. 'I! ••• It is Mau Mau, sir .... It is a word which is 
spok en out of the darkness, sir . A wo rd at the fang-end of 
the spear , sir. It is the voice of t he hyena's teeth, sir, 
chewin g upon the meat of his enemy . 111 8 
Althou gh it was not designated as Mau Mau, the Euro-
peans began to become aware t ha t a secret soc iet y had been 
organi zed by the Africans ,e specially the Kikuy u, but they 
d - . 1 . . 9 se eme to pay 1 1 tt e attent ion to it. More especia ll y, the y 
did no t do anything to al l eviate the grievances and the 
deplorab l e conditions of the African~. Did the phrase "'keep 
the red flag fl y ing over Kenya'" mea n th a t the Kikuyu were 
developin g dangerous situations in Kenya? Or did it impl y 
that th e Communis ts were involved in or interested in fomen -
ting a revolt? 1 0 
The author incorporat ed same of the Afr icans' g rie-
vanc es into th e t ale , e.g . th e ideas of the wh ite settlers 
and their position with re ga rd to the Africans . When a 
British soldi er questioned th e manageress of a hotel as to 
why an African had be e n refus e d serv ic e and why there were 
8 
I b id., p . 33. 
9 Ib. " ~~' ' p . 272. 
lO_!bid., p. 273. 
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rul es prohibit i ng ser vice , s he ans we red : '"T here aren't five 
mill ion of th em in Engla nd, wi t h only a handful o f us to 
keep con trol ov er them. If th e re we r e , yo u wo uld finci the 
sa me kinds of ru l es as we h ave to have out here. 11111 The 
rules were part of the color b a r wh ich had been established 
in almost al l e con omi c, pol i ti cal, and social activities . of 
the African. The Europeans had many servants who ac cen ted 
the a ttitud es to the e x tent th a t they felt that the Africans 
should not tr y to change the rules. This acceptance may have 
been adapted on l y for ex p ed ienc y, 0r in the desire to achieve 
a sense of their own eminence compar e d to oth er Africans. 12 
Learnin g of the murder of a European family, the 
soldier imm e di ate l y assu me d that it wa s the Kikuyu who wers 
responsible. "'Ha! Those bastards! I bet if anybody has 
done anything up here, that's who it is--Kikuyus! '" However, 
an African remi nd ed him that it was a Ki k u y u headboy who was 
trying to get help.13 
The terror and horror of the deaths were emphasized: 
11 It looked as if some atrocious sava ge rite had taken 
place, som e sacri fice of a sheep or pig or calf which 
obscenely and pe rve r tedly had required ab use of a Euro-
pean bed and bedroom and the slashin g of a ~ oman's 
cloth es and un de r g arments . A dis g ustin g letter of flesh 
and e n trai ls steamed, knotted and pa rtl y wrapped in 
blood y fragm en ts of c lo t h and sil k .. . Spurred b y the 
knowledge a nd proximity of such filth, [ al l was] such 
utter outr age to all hu ma n credulit y and sanity.' 1114 
l l I b i d_ , , p . 
1 2 _! b i~_. ' p . 
13 Ib id ., p. 
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Becau se of the war effort , the censor office did 
not allo w any ma terial t o go o ut that implied that the mur-
der e r s we r e Afr ic an, a lt ho u g h th e gove rn me nt and th e popula-
tion b el iev ed that this was so. " ... Official evasiveness 
was prompted by the curr en t necessity for s motherin g any 
su ggesti on of inte rn al tro ubles ... to present the enemy with 
som e s emb l ance of unit ed fronts and comradeship in arms and 
shoulder- t o-s houlde r. 1115 
Jones stressed the horror of the murders. One of 
the white soldiers realized, ho wev er, that although there 
had been bl a ck murderers and thieves, there were some legiti-
mate African grievances and frustrations which the settlers 
shculd h3 ve ccnsitlered and alleviated. Otherwise, a revolt 
would easily d e velop. 16 
Later, when talking to an African who was to become 
an important fi g ure in the African drive for rights, the 
soldier was confronted with some of the other grievances of 
the Africans. The Africans desired equality between the 
races. Some Africans felt that Russia understood this desire, 
while the settlers and the British government did not. The 
British soldiers themselves exhibited the attitudes of the 
gov~rnm e nt, althou g h military regulations prohibited the 
15-b·d 
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British from conc e i v ing o f th e Africans as savages. These 
regul a.t i ons i.n a n d of th em s e lves were an . insult and humilia-
t . h Af . 17 10n to t e ric a ns. 
Throughout the novel ~ one is incre asi n gly given the 
imp·ession that th e whites and th e army were becoming more 
a ware that som e thin g was developin g with the Afri cans, but 
th at nothin g was be in g done to all e viate the problems. Also, 
the y we re becoming aware of a cha n g e in th e attitudes of the 
Africans towards th eir work and to wards th e Eu ropeans. The 
Africans seem ed to be p art of something e] .se while at work. 
The y seemed to be closed into themselves and to be reducing 
any interaction between themselves and the Europeans. Inter-
action between Eur opean s a~d Africans wa s e xtremely limited. 
Whil e a cc epting some of the idea s and trappin g ~ of th e Euro-
pcans, the Africans were also developing or trying to develop 
their own lif e wh ich would be apart 1rom the European life. 
The African in responding to the soldier, emphasized that, in 
the future, African ideas and opinions would count. This 
Afric a n was working to gain African control of the government 
and the nation. Howe ver, one was left wit h the impression 










There did not seem to be any cooperation on the part 
of the government in tr yi ng to solve these problems. The 
gov e rn me nt should have at least acknowledged the problems 
a nd developed gove rnmental programs in wh ich Afri cans could 
participate to solve the se pr o blems . There seem 2d to be little 
co n cern wi th ~hy these murde rs ha d occurred. There did not 
seem to be any real compr e hension of the rea son s. 
Henry de Montfried in his Sous la Masq ue Mau Ma u offered 
a numbe r of obs erva tions in his pr e face concerning the Mau Mau. 
He implied that the Russians had co ntemplated us ing ~mo Ken-
yatta for he app e ared to be the'' ... precise instrument of dis-
order to break up the most beautiful English colony." Ken-
yatta went to Russia at the invitation of Stalin , who requested 
him to co mpo se a Swahili-Russian dictionary to be utilized by 
the Russian embassies. The independent school pupils in 
Kenya were acqu ainte d with Soviet methods. l9 
The independent school pupils became part of "secret 
society founded by Jomo Kenyatta under the cover of KAU." 
KAU members whose greet i ng among themselves was Ma u Ma u were 
called Mau Mau. de Montfried contended that Mau Mau had no 
meaning, but that Mau was the Kikuyu nam e of one of the 
mountains in the Abeda re range. Kenyatta had gone into seclu-
sion there on s e veral occ asio ns. The representatives to 
le aders of region al g roup s were required to give the password 
19 Henri de Mo ntfried , Sous la Masque Ma u Mau (Paris: 
Gos tH:.t t, 1956) p . 11. 
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Mau to which a guard answer ed Ma u, hence t he t er m Mau Mau. 20 
By 1947, th e government had put a pric e on Jomo Ken-
ya tt a 's head. He was sub sequently arr es t ed while in the hos -
pit a l . 21 Jome Kenyatta and others wer e distressed by the 
government's l ac k of concern a bout the Afr ic an ' s g ri e vance s . 22 
Kenyatta and others tried to convince the gove r nme nt of th e 
n e ed to a lleviate 1,o r re ndo 11s political , econom ic, and socio-
l ogica l conditions. de ~ ont fr ied s eemed to sy mpa th ize with 
at least some of the African g rievances . Africans were vie-
tims of European practices and at titu des , de Montfried felt. 
He was not optimistic about the possib{lity of drawing up 
peaceful solutions t o th e grievances . 23 
The g r i e ~, a n i::: ~ s of th e Af r i cans inc l u d P. d n 0 t on 1 y th e 
loss of land (this author constantly re fe rred no~ only to the 
destruction of forest areas but also to the takeover of graz -
in g and farm lands) and the necessity of working for Europ e ans 
in menial positio n s, but also the necessity of fighting for 
England in the Second World War where the blacks were taught 
to kill whit e Germ ans . These black Kenyans realized, as a 
result of this exp e rience, that only their skin color differ-
entia t ed them from the Europ ean s. After the Second World War, 
the revolt develop ed , ~ ccompani e d by the murder of white 
2 0i b ic1. 
.....C..-- · ' p . 13. 
21 Ibid. 
' 
p . 15. 
22 11 . d 
- ) ] _ . 
' 
p . l L1 • 
23Ibic1., p. 16. 
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settl e rs. 24 In crea s in gly , c olonists brou ght about the revolt 
by tr y ing to e n forc e laws wh i c h discriminated a g ainst t he Af r i-
25 c ans. 
The power o f ma g ic and oathin g over the African 
II 
.which too e asily we [whites] c h eapen b e caus e to us it is 
inc o nceivable," was reco g niz e d by this author . He suggea t ed 
that inability to accept its po wer was becau s e " ... our [white] 
spirit has come from a very different evolution. ••26 de Mont -
fried described several o athing ceremonies. In one ceremony, 
the oath taker swore ' ' ... in the name of right , liberty, and 
' justice ... [to cause] the blood of our oppressors redden and 
make fertile the soil they have stolen." The oa t h taker also 
swore to be loyal. t0 the " virtues of Mau Mau" which included 
o bedience and perseverence. 27 A number of oathing ceremonies 
were held around the countryside , while waiting or ders from 
J oma Kenyatta who was still in England . 28 This meant that 
d e Montfried felt that oathing had begun before 1946 or that 
he was ~sing time sequences at his pleasure. 
2 4Ibi<!_., pp . 1 8-19. 
25.l_hid . , p. 19 . 
26 Ibid . , p . 7 7. 
2 7Ibid,, pp. 186-87 . 
2 8Ibid . , p p . 189-90. 
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de Montfried describ ed a second oathing ceremony, 
details of which he claimed he heard from a servant. Before 
the initiate swore the oath, the eyes, the stomach an<l the 
genitalia were cut out of a living goat and put near an arch 
of banana leaves, while the head of th e goat was impaled. 
The initiate was then cut and told to swear : 
If one orders me to bring the head of my brother ma y 
this oath ki ll me with all of my family if I refuse. 
If one orders me to bring the finger and ear of my 
mother may this oath kill me with all my family if I 
refuse. 
If one orders me to bring the head of an European 
may this oath kill me with all my family if I refuse. 
If I do not submit myself to the oath of the Mau Mau 
this oath will kill me. 
-If I reveal the hiding place of my brother may this 
oath k ill me with all my family if I refuse. 
If I see one of my·brothers steal from a European 
I swear to sa y nothing or may this oath kill me with 
all my farL.il/. 
If I say a word to save a European may this oath kill 
me with all my family . 
After swearing the oath, every villager passed through an 
a rch. The men ate the entrails and drank the blood of the 
sacrificed goat; however, the women did not partake in the 
eating. 29 
The Mau Mau movement, by 1948, was still in stages 
of development. de Moatfried felt that it " ... had not yet 
taken on the character which the terrorists added to it with 
the refinements of cruelty ." de Montfr ied op:i.necl that later 
29.Jbij_., pp. 192.-94. 
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t~e movement wa s t o i n c orpora t e ' 1 ••• mo r e sa dism than of the 
t r a d iti ona l b l ack magic wh j_c h had form e d the soul of the 
pe o ple s of Centr a l Afri c a . 1130 
On e o f t he ma jor ques t i o ns in Ne il Sheraton's African 
T er r or wa s t hat of f o re i gn in t erven t io n . Hi s he r o s aw the 
po ss ib i liti e s o f g r ea t d evel o p me nt, especi a lly econo mic, both 
in th e interes t s o f th e wh i te and blac k man in Ke ri y a. If the 
Afric a ns p ush e d t h e wh it e s out , She raton won d ered wh ether the 
form e r would b e abl e to pro g r es s as we ll without th e ass i st-
ance of 31 the l a tter. He se r iously co ~ s id e red wh ether a 
foreign po wer wa s in s tigatin g the Af ricans to revolt in order 
to push out the British. 32 Many factors seemed to point to 
the Ge r mans. On e of th e settlers wh ose f &ni l y was murdere d 
by the Mau Ma u ha d opined that the Germans were responsi b le 
for inciting th e Africans to rid thems e l v es of th e British. 
This settler f elt th a t the Germans were trying to build an 
empira from East to South Africa . At le a st they wa n ted to 
control East Africa.33 Although a number of Germans were 
involved with the terrorists, they were primarily businessmen 
who were int e rested i ~m aki ng a profit from the sale of arms 
and munitions. 34 
30rbi<l. , p. 194. 
3 1 Ne il 
Ltd., 1957) ~ · 
She r ato n, 
30. 
32 Ib id ., PP · 15, 
3 3 .!.1? i d . , p . 59 . 
34 I bi d., pp . 121 , 
Af ric a n T e rror ( L on d on: Robert Hale 
10 9 -J . 0. 
15 6 - 5 7, 17 2 , 176. 
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One Christia n blac k Afr i can l oy al to the g o ve rn ment 
desc ribed th e moveme n t ' s d evelopm en t. The Africans believed 
th a t 
.Al mi g ht y [ God] is a whi t e ma n. He b ui lds church e s 
f or Afric ans to a tt end and when t hey put thei r money 
int o th e c ol lec t ion boxes t he Lord u s es t his mon ey t o 
buy fa r m l a nd f or whi t e men . Th e white men make mu ch 
profit for t ¾e mse lv es from Afr ican cro ps and t hey p ay 
Af ric ans small mo n ey s to work the ir l a n ds . The Af ri-
ca n wo r ks hard and becomes too tir e d to think , a nd on 
h is day off he goes t o c hurch and s o God t ells him 
to woY k som e more a n d p ut mo re mon ey in th e bo xes. 35 
This b lac k Christ ian conti n u ed to ex pl a in th a t the terrorists 
( the Mau Ma u) pre ac hed a n e w r e li g i on whic h adv o cated the 
killing of all wh it e s and all bl a c k Christians. Afri c a would 
be c ontroll ed b y black Af ricans. The y would no l o ng e r pa y 
h o ma g e to the whi t e man's God , but uould worship their own 
God. 
Although reli gi o n wa s str es s e d, its importance lay in th e 
fact that rel igi on wa s b e i n g dev e loped by Af ric a ns in order 
to gain political control . In ord e r to accompl i sh this, 
material aid was recruited fro m interested whit e s. These 
whit e s we re particularl y concerned with th e ir own profit and 
not with the int e r e sts of the Afr i cans. Th e profit was not 
only from th e sal e of arms . 
11 th e art o £ 1 ea d e rs hi p . i, 3 6 
35 1 b . ·1 
__ i_ c . , p p . 1 1 -12. 
3 6 I b i d_ . , p . 1 7 2 • 
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Th e met ho ds a n d proced ur es o f k illin g s were thought 
to be p a rt of the religion which was d e velop ~d a nd str e n g thened 
throu gh the u s e o f o a th s . Man y Af ricans h a d been forc e d into 
oathin g ; " ... o nc e th e y ha d t ak en [th e oath] the y knew they 
were doo med , t h at tl 1e y 1 d sol d t h eir souls , and so the v carried 
out t hei r a p poi nt e d t a s ks blindl y , r ather than suffer a ter-
ribl e , a go nizi ng , tortuous d e ath . 1137 It see med that quite a 
number of the Africans h a d to be p e rsuaded originall y by phys -
ical force to join the terrorists. They did not join volun-
tarily and they did not join for political or ideological 
reasons. They were tortured and threatened with worse conse-
quences if they betrayed Mau Mau.38 Sheraton thus conveyed 
the idea that man y African~ who were part of Mau Mau joined 
tho s e forc e s onl y because their lives and the lives of their 
families were threatened. 
Another European in the novel described the African 
terrorists as '' ... fanatical , ravin g monsters who do every anti-
Christian and inhuman d e ed for some crazy ideals that they 
can't und e rstand th e mselv e s. 11 39 The African fighters were 
cons ideied by whites to be beasts and their techniques of 
murder were described in de tail emphasizin g the horror. For 
3 7 Ibid., p . 157. 
38 rb id ., p. 11. 
39 I b id _., p . 48 . 
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example, a man 's decapitat e d he ad had bee n stuc k on the top 
of a spike driven into th e g r ou nd.40 
&gery. 
In his foreword, Sher at on set readers to expect sav-
Afric a was a continen t of the unknown and the little 
that was kno wn seemed t o smac k of barbarism. 11 There is always 
some kind of t err or in Africa because it is a continent of 
co nflict in g moods and em otion s , where anything and every thin g 
can happen. 1141 The tempe r and the attitudes were pictured: 
"Everyone [th e Europeans ] here has a gun and th ey carr use 'em. 
If a woman sees her husband hacked to pieces by a damn black 
terrorist--t'aint in cold blo od that she shoots--eh? 1142 Shera-
ton emphasized the horror Africa holds for the European. 
ever, I suggest t hat 0ne should keep i n mind th e fact that 
How-
Africa appeared to be "dark 11 to the Euro pean for psychological 
and intellectual reasons. Many of th e Europeans who had 
settled in Africa had little comprehension of th e existing 
African societies and the customs of those societies. They 
integrated their liv es very little with th e se soc ie ties. 
When this book was written, the Europeans themselves 
were recup e r ating from the Second Worl d War . This war was 
a h igh ly mechanized operation. The guerrillas of the Ma u Ma u 
movement were forced to resort to more intimate attack because 
the y lack ed the sophis tic a t e d weapons of war. 
4 0lb-Jd, 1 p . 61 . 
L, 1 
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p ri mary weapons waA surprise. It was nec essary for them to 
be cl ose to their victim in or der to be suc~essful, since 
their weapons co ul d only be used at sh ort range or directly . 
Perh aps this more direct hand-to-hand, face-to-face combat 
was more terrifying to the European because of the hu man 
con tact . The Europeans had become mo re accustomed to the 
typ e of war wher e ma chi nes play an important role and where 
men were just e x tensions of the machines. 
The Trib e Th at Lost Its Head was claimed by its author, 
Nicholas Monsarrat, to be entirely fictitious. The events 
took place on Pharamaul, an imaginary island off the coast 
of South West Africa. This island was a British colony and 
was administered by British officials . The two major g roups 
or tribes were the Maulas and the U-Maulas(as a result of an 
argum e nt the latter had broken away from th e Maulas) . Was 
it a coinciden ce that the nam e s of the tribes and the island 
were variations of the word mau? The implication mi g ht be 
that the author was writing about the events in Kenya colony . 
Within the novel, there were several refer e nces to the Mau 
Nau. On e of th e leaders of the revolt against the British 
admin is tration was described as tr y in g to get ' ' ... the black 
man in and the whi t e man out--now. 11 It was suggested that 
43 there were similarities with the Mau Mau. 
43Nichol a s Mons e rra t, The Tribe That Lost Its Head 
( N E! w Y o r k : 1H 11 i a m S 1 o n n A s s o c i a t e s , l 9 5 5 ) , p p . 1 2 5 - 2 6 . 
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There were a numb e r of factors which contribut ed to 
the explosion within the tribe and to the tribe's revolt 
against the British administr a tion . The resid ent commission e r 
was portrayed as a man who felt that his ''' . . . backward sons 
[the Africans] .. . would never qui te g ro w up. 1 " 44 Although he 
admitted tha t even tually the Af ricans would be ab le to gover n 
themselv es , he fel t it was his and the British colonial admin-
istration's responsibility to look after them until . such time 
45 
they were prepared sufficiently for self - government. 
The new British-educated Ma ula chief, Dinam a ula, felt 
at the ti me of his return from England to assume his position, 
that his people were not ready to govern themselves completely . 46 
His London friends, who we~e not acquainted with the situation, 
argued theoretically that the Africans of Phara maula should 
receive imm e diate self-government . 
ment in this comple x situation . 4 7 
They were but another ele-
The new chief became the 
focal point of the situation and was a symbol of the conflict 
between tradition and new ideas. Several y oung British - educated 
members of the tribe revolted against Dinamaula's avowed policy 
of initiatinB change through established channels . 48 
44 Ibid. 
' 
p . 8. 
45 Ibid. , p . 9. 
116 Ibid., p • 1 7 • 
L17Ib; ' 
__ ·:.':'... ' p. 1 7 • 
48 
,.bid . pp. 63-64. , 
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There were many di ffe rent pieces of wood that kindled 
the explosion. Althou g h the British admini stration was try-
in g, it thou g ht, t o serve the int eres ts of t he people under 
its charge, it was unsuccess f ul in many inst anc es because of 
a distinc t lack of communicati o n between th e Af ric a n pop ula-
. , . . . . 49 
tion ana the ad mi n istration . The British o ff icial s , at 
ti mes , were net a ware of what ca u sed changes in th e African 
attit ud es. The y were not ab le to a lter conditions which were 
responsible for chan ges in outl ook . The officials were not 
able to co mmun icat e the rationale for those conditions to the 
Africans. The government which may have wished to act in 
the best interests of the "natives" had di f ficulty in explain-
ing the purposes of its policies . 50 One government o fficial 
expressed the pro blem in the follo win g manner: 
• . . it was i mpo ssible to find a policy which everyone 
in any given "d ependen t countr y 11 found adequate . If 
Britain granted i n dep e n de nce too early, the countr y 
concern ed became a prey to the corrupt, or worse still 
to the inefficient. If she held on too long, she 
might be blown ou t by t hu gs and repl aced by political 
gangsters. If she held on inde f initely, she was pil -
loried as a colonial despot or Fascist saboteur, reviled 
by half her own electorate, cursed by the Americans, 
burned in effig y by the Indi a ns, a nd s elf -taxed to 
eitinctio n in order to pay for it al1.Sl 
A s conflicts worsened, communication decreased . The 
agitation of the foreign press exacerbated the situation b y 
incomplete and slanted reportin ~ increasing outside invol v ement 
1+9-b~d 
~--4- ·' p . 326. 
.50n id 
. _!._::__ • , p. 343. 
S lr.1?.._id., pp. 574, 5 8 3. 
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and misunderstanding. Their reports tended to make each 
side's position less flexible. 52 
With the introduction of twentieth century ideas and 
practices, particularly political and economi c, the tribal 
members were caught in an extremely str e ssful period in which 
the new ideas were coming into contact wi th, and in many 
cas e s into conflict with, tradition. The transition of the 
society into the twenti e th c e ntury was too rapid to a llow 
the society to examine carefull y and to adapt ideas and prac-
tices which s uit e d its own situ ation and background. The 
tribal members were trying often to adopt ideas and practices 
which we re without background in their own societ y and which 
needed ti me and experience to integrate successfully. 53 
Many of the men who initiated the revolt against the 
British administration and who wanted self-government did 
not act in the interests of the tribe, but were primarily 
actin g in their o wn interests and in their desire to gain 
power and position. With the exception of the new chief, the 
men who led the revolt did not feel a real sense of respons-
ibilit y for what they advocated and instigated. Their creed 
was hardly definable in terms of political ideology--black 
nationalism . ''It was not communism. It seemed to include 
no white men nor any sense of tribal hierarchy either; it 
52Ib id ., p . 314. 
5 3 Ili i d , , p . 3 0 9 , 3 5 7 - 5 8 , If 9 2 • 
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included or..ly personal power for whoev2r i::ould grasp it." 
Their cry " 1 Fr eedo rn fo r Pharamaul' mi g h t mean anything from 
political justice t o political tyranny. 1154 One of the revo-
l utionaries promised power in return for each person's vote.55 
The revolutionaries criticized the color bar whi ch 
prevented the blacks from enjoying th e same ri g hts, priv i-
leges and responsibilities as the whites . The chief was 
insti gated by a European reporter to challen ge th2 color bar 
in a hotel bar. The weak li n e of communication was a g ain 
evidenced. The chief was provided no way to alter his posi-
tion without losing face with his own people. The differences 
between the government and the Africans became even more acute 
and more difficult to resolve peacefull y . Each side operated 
without full understanding of and appreciation of the actions 
and posture of the other. Each became less flexible and 
tolerant. 56 A government official, who purportedly had the 
interests of the Africans at heart, when asked about the color 
bar was reported to have said, "A colour bar? Nothin g of the 
sort. But naturally a black ~an couldn't drink with a white 
That was going a bit too far. 1157 Although this man, eh? 
official believed there would be improvements in the African's 
sit~ation, th ese were to be accomplished slowly. 58 
54_Ibic!_., pp. 63-64. 
S S l_b i j_. , p . 2 7 1 • 
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The revolutionari es , in order to develop a more 
closely knit groep of leaders, perfon11ed oath ceremonies to 
prepare themselves for a "blood battle ". This oath·- taking 
boun d them throu gh de g rad ati on for 11 ••• they were exiled 
beyond the pal e of norwal livi ng, doo me d er dedicated t o a 
path of hatr ed and vi o l ence ." The oath -t aking f orced the 
participant t o prom ise to force all white men out of the 
countr y by murdering them ., if nec e ssary.59 This c ere mony 
str essed the inhuffianity of man . It emphasized those aspects 
o f his nature which were of an animal nature. The descrip-
' tion of the capture, torture, and death of the district com-
missioner, his wife, and a priest depicted tho~e Af rica ns 
responsible as anima l s . The ·three bodies were defiled. The 
attac kers used some of the body parts for other oathing cere-
monies. The district commission e r's wife was cruelly and 
repe a te dly violated; entrails of the bodies were pulled out, 
and the priest was hung ou a cross to die a slo w t or turous 
death. 60 
Monsarrat was horrifi e d by the alleged cruelty of 
the Africans. Monsarrat seemed to support the position of 
the colonists and th e government. However, he realized that 
there were some cir cu mstances, e. g. lack of communication, 
for which neither side was completely responsible. The Afri-
cans were experiencing the conflicts of a society in a 
5 9 I b i d • • p . 2 7 .9 . 
6 0ib i d., p, 541, 
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transitional state. Monsarral felt, however, th a t some seg-
ments of the Af ric an population were attempting to move too 
rapidly into the t wen tieth century . They were not yet capable 
of assuming the responsibilities of governing the mse lves. 
Robert Rua r k introduced his novel Something of Value 
with~ Basuto prov~rb : "I f a man does away with his tradi-
tional way of living and throws away his g oo d customs, he had 
better first make certain that he has somethin g of value to 
replace them. 11 61. One should take into account what had caused 
a man to give up his traditional way of life. Had this been 
his own decision? If t his decision had been made fo r him, 
how deeply had th e new culture been explained a~d transmitted? 
One may infer from this novel that Mr . Ruark did not think 
that the Africans, more particularl y those Kikuyu who became 
members of or wh; wer e s ympathetic to Mau Mau , had found some-
thing of value . The Mau Mau had destroyed a way of li fe which 
had not yet been replaced. 
To a certain de gree, Ruark's attitudes reflect those 
of a number of European s, both inside and outsid e Kenya. The 
economic structure and development of Kenva colony depended 
great l y on the o ve rabundant and cheep labor force available 
to the settlers. 62 One of the yo un g Europ ean set t le rs in 
61 Rob e rt Ruark , Som e thin g of Value (New Yo rk: Pocket 
Books , 1957) Op ening quot at ion, no pa ge number gi ven. 
6 2 Ibid ., p . 450 . 
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Ruark~s novel, before the Second World War, mentione d to a 
teenager 
... you a r en 't going to see the white man and the African 
o n even footing out here . There's no place in the s cheme 
for it for a lo ng ti me . These people just aren 't out of 
th e tree J.ong enough . The y we r e e ating e ac h other and 
selling eac h other just y esterday . 63 
Th 8 r esponsibi l icy of th e Eu r opean s, as thei sa w it, was to 
provid e posi t ions for the Africans , but to limit their educa-
tio n and their level of expectation.64 
The whites fe lt it necessary t o protect their posi-
tions as they we r e so gr e atl y outnumbered. In Ke n ya , each 
Europ ea n was outnumbered by two hundr e d Afric ans . The y fel t 
they could protect their own interests only b y ~ontrollin g 
throu gh social, economic, and l ega l practices 6 5the activit ies 
of the Af r icans who were co nce ived as being little more t han 
s avage s.66 Be fore the Se cond World War, as we ll as during 
and after, t he Africans r e sented the tre atm ent meated out to 
them. Their position was a ttributed to their color. Th ei r 
resentment grew to the e x tent of wanting to kill. 
Rua rk menti on ed that th e Africans wanted primarily 
the material goods and po wer wh ich the y saw the white Bwanas 
(masters) 67 pos ses s e d . Few Europeans realized that their 
probl ems had developed as a r es ult of the contact of the new 
63rb id . , p . 4 5. 
6 Li _I b i d_ . , p . 45 . 
65_!:-12_id., p . 2 19. 
66_I~_id., p • 10 5 . 
6 7 Ib id . 
' 
p . 66 . 
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Western culture or civilizat io n wiLh the traditio n al Af rican 
pat terns of li fe and thou g ht . 68 Few peop l e realized that 
much of the African way of l if e and thinkin g had been u p rooted 
and in many in s tanc e s de s troy ed when tradi t ional laws and 
c ustoms were b anne d. Nothing rel eva nt and mea nin gful to the 
Afric an was sub s tituted . 69 Many of the r ecruits of t he Mau 
Mau movement were the rootles s young peopl e wh o ha d left the 
farm s in dissat isf action wi t h the altered trad itional p atte rns. 
They mo ve d to the cities where t hey were employed in menial 
k , h b . '- . . b 70 ta s s o y t e wa n a s o r b e c am e t 11 J. e v e s , s p 1 v s , o r u m s . Man y 
Europe ans felt that the African s were n ot prepared suff icientl y 
to partici pate in making an y of th e d ecisions and la ws which 
would affect the lives o f a ll th e pe o p l e . Th e Africans were 
not a llow e d t o participate in t he 
"j J_ 
gove:-n ment . 
Even before th e Second World War , t he Africans were 
conc e rnin g th emselves with learnin g the ways and knowledge of 
the whi te men . They re al ized th e importance of the white man's 
educ a tion. In order to compete with the white man, to become 
an equal, and to rid th e mselve s o f whi t e control, it was nec-
essar y to acquire th e wh it e man 's kn owled ge . 7 2 
6 8rb. d 
__ l __ .' p. 222. 
69_g~ id ., p . 222. 
70 Ib . , ~~ . , p • 329 . 
7l ~id . , p . 225 . 
7 2Ib j i! _• , p. 66 . 
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One of Ruark's pri ncipl e characters, a European set -
tler, was a childhood friend of a Kikuyu who b ecame a Mau Mau 
1
· · general . The European g radually came to realize how the con-
ditions in Kenya spawned the Ma u Ma u. The European s 
. had ci v ilized the outside of him [the Mau Mau gener2 l 
Kimani in pa rt icular, and Mau Mau in ge nera l ] and forgot 
all ab out his insides. Th e y slapped a coat of paint o n 
him and that ' s supposed to hide the f a ct that his insides 
are just as roami ng with demons a n d full of da r kness as 
his grandfather 's insides were . . . civilization takes over 
and good - kid Kimani beco me s a thu g a nd then a mu r der er and 
finally a Mau Mau general . You multipl y him by a few 
thou sands . . . t he y we ren't Kimani any mo r e and the y weren't 
white me n ei t her . The y were civilized enough to want cars 
and radios and to use guns and st eal ing to g et ca rs and 
radio s, when everyone o f them was still a nak ed s avage 
undern eat h the sp iv suits and the yellow shoes. We ed uc a -
ted them and made them want things and took aw ay th eir old 
secu rities a nd then didn't give them any other securities 
to replace what we ' ~ tak en . We gave t hem want and didn' _t 
give them any way to g r atify wants . . . . So n ow 211 the old 
cer emon i es have been jazzed up to soell Mau Mau.7 3 
Even before th e end of the Second Worl d War , some y oun g 
men for med a g ro up called "t he Forties" . Its avowed pu r po se 
was to regain l and , to r e-es t ablish traditional cu s to ms and 
way o f li fe , and to rid the coun t ry of the whit e man . 74 Mau 
Mau was par ti a ll y an outgrowth of this group . One of the 
leaders clai med to have given the na me Mau Mau wh ich had no 
meaning asse rtin g t h at 11 • • • it is a ve ry short na me and will fit 
· 1 · h d,. 1175 nice y into newspap e r ea iines. 
73Ibi<l . , p . 59 3 . 
74 Ibid . , p . 29 7. 
75 ·-b · c! 2:__1_ . ' p . 318 . 
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In Ro be rt Ruar k 's 1 96 2 pr efa c e to his Uhuru [Freedom] 
he a c cused ~ mo Ken ya tta o f b e i ng the head of t h e Mau Mau 
and of bein g r es po n sible for all the d e struction a nd v i o-
lence in Ken ya . Rua r k cl a i me d t ha t Ken y att a p l anned and 
d ev e 1 o p e. d " . . . ·th e ma s s iv e o p e r a t i on o f mu r cl er . " 7 6 Ru a r k ' s 
con c ern was pri ma r il y for th e destruction brou gh t about in 
th e liv e s of the Europ e ans du r in g t h e Mau Mau.77 Ruar k 
blamed p e o ple wh o were ' ' ... city dwellers a~d detribalized 
wenches" for p r e v entin g a peac e ful consideration of grie-
vances.78 He bla med Ken y atta for using these people '' ... to 
do the dirty work" for he was powerless 11 ••• when the thugs 
ran wild . All the planning went for nothing. 1179 Ruark 
beli e ved the sup e rficial grievances of the Mau Mau were 
exa g gerated and developed by these people.80 Ruark seemed 
even more veh e me ntly op p osed to the blacks' demand for self-
determination and self- g overnment.Bl 
They couldn't s p ell freedom, let alone define it, 
much less practice it. Th e ir freedom was a freedom 
to kick the hell out of each other. Uhuru . And 
how will you have your u h uru when it comes? 
package or in a bcttle?82 
In a 
76Robert Ruark, Uhuru (New York: Fawcett World Library, 
1962) preface p. VII . 
77 Ibid., pp. 2 5 , 55-56 , 139. 
78 Ibid _. , p . 19 !, • 
79Jbid., p . 200 . 
SOrb i d . , p . 194. 
81I bi d., p . 74 . 
82 I l . d 
_ ?.2__ . , p . 8 5. 
Ruark mentio n ed th a t many of the people who were a 
continuing force behind the Mau Mau were never caught, often 
c ontinuing to h o l d govern mep t positions . If th e settlers 
hRd been allowed to deal with the situation, it would have 
been settled mor e e fficiently . One of the European set-
tlers com ment e d : " sit was it cost a bloody fo rtu ne and 
p r oved nothin g e x ce p t that the only thing a coon r eaJ.ly under-
stood was a boo t in th e bac.kside . 11 8 3 Ruark envisioned a 
retaliation by the blacks for their treatment by the whites 
d d . h E 8L1 an go v ernment ux-ing t .e ,mergency . 
The purpose of the Ma u Mau was to eliminate the 
white ma n, to re tur n the l ~nd to the Africans, and to 
" ... creale our [African) new natior: outside th2 olc! st rue-
ture. 1185 With t he start of the uprising, J om a Kenyatta, 
amon g othe r leaders of the Ma u Mau, was jailed. With the 
b eginnin g of the use of force by the Mau Mau, Joma Kenya tta 
no lon ger controlled the organization. Mau Ma u orientation 
changed from political to criminal under new leadership 
whi c h drew primarily on the criminal elements of the society. 86 
83Ibic.., p. 116 . 
84rbid ., p . 140. 
85 Ruark, Something of Value, p. 322. 
86 rbid . , p . 538-39. 
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Ma u Mau event u n ll y c ame t o be d i r e cted on the premise that 
Ma u Mau would be 11 •• so terri b l e that not to he a member of 
it is wors e t han b ein g h ange d by th e Se r kal i [the go vernm e nt 
police]. 1187 Te rro r would eith e r be ad mi n istered subtly or 
v iolently b y the Ma u Mau . The Af ricans we re to attack th e 
Europe a ns for wh om the y had b ee n workin g . 88 
Thi i r e vol t aga inst t he white ma n as conc e ived b y 
man y of its l ea ders would b e a c c omplished by violence, inclu -
ding murd e r) ar son, robbery, a nd the destruction of animals. 
The r e volt wa s not to b eg in until the leaders believed that 
most of the Ki k uyu had joined Mau Mau. This mean t wo men 
and children a s well. By having the majorit y of Kikuyu as 
members it was hoped that all would gi v e aid. Death was to 
be the ans we r for anyone who refused to become a member . 89 
The members we r e to be initiated in oathin g cer em onies . The 
followin g description of an oathing ceremony was given by 
Ruar k . The oath ad mini s tratoi cut the wrist of each partici-
pan t. The blood from each was mixed with the blood of a dead 
man and a dead boy. Each pers o n was then required to take 
s e ven sips of the mixture . After each participant completed 
8 7 rbid . , p . 318 . 
8 81._b i ~-. ' p . 318 . 
89r • 1 
_ DlG_ . , p . 3 2 5 . 
142 
this asp ect of the c e re mony , he was r eq uired to take seven 
tastes of a mixture of the brains of the two dead individ-
uals, whi le r epea ting the o ath which b ega n " . .. if I am 
ordered to bring my brother's head and I disobey the order, 
this oath will kill me . 11 90 The oath wh i ch Ruark cited in 
length was the sa me as that cited b y d eMontfried . 
As mor e people bega n to resent the Mau Ma u , s cron g er 
oaths were d evelope d. 
orgies of obscenity. 11 91 
The oathing cererr.onies bec ame " ... simply 
One o f the s e ttlers claimEd that th e 
oathing ceremoni es invol v ed '' . . . fornication with animals and 
the drinking of unspeakable things. 11 92 In Uhuru one of the 
settl e rs was abducted, later killed, and dismembered. His 
parts ~ere i&corporsted into a n oathin g sacrifi ce .9 3 
another o a thing ceremon y , the heart and brains of a small 
child whose father had refused to take the oath were used. 
The father was forced to watch his child being killed and 
then was forced to eat several parts of th e body.94 Not only 
was Ruark concerned about the use of t he humans in the c er e-
monies, but also about the maiming of animals . 9 5 In Uhuru, 
90.! ~~ - , PP · 360-61. 
911._!)id ., pp. 538-39 . 
92 Ruark, Uhuru, p . 49 7. 
93 Ibi d ., p . 5 6 . 
g 4 Ibid_ . , pp . 70-71 . 
95.!__b i d . , p • 7 4 . 
publish ed the year bef o r e Indepeilde nce, Ruark asserted that 
ninety percent of the black ad ult population had been 
- d 96 oathe . In S6meth in g of Va lu e he cl a im e d th at ninety per-
cent of the adult Kik u y u population h ad b ee n oathed. 97 
The Mau Mau planne d , p ending suc c ess in enlistin g 
the Kiku y u tr i be t o revolt aga inst th ~ whites , that the move -
ment would s p read to other tribes in Kenya and eventua ll y to 
a ll of Ea st Af ric a a nd the Congo . 98 One of the leaders of 
the Mau Mau me ntioned that al th ou g h h e had in the past tried 
to achieve c hange through established channe ls such as 
politics ana trad e unions, oppo rtuni s ts acting in their own 
interests nad neg a t e d all his a tte mpts .99 He fe lt that since 
peacefuJ methods had not be en successful, it was necessary 
to im po r t ad v ice, eq uipment, a~d arms.lUO This led to the 
involve me nt of Russians. A Russian, unofficially mee tin g 
with the leaders of the revolt, re fe r red to the 1917 Rus sia n 
revolutio n and ics outcome re ma rking that one of the major 
results wa s equality of all th e survivors. The leaders 
planned to accept the ai d fro m Russia. The y did not think 
96
~i.d., p. 5 6. 
97Ruark, .?_9mething of Value, p. 429. 
9 8 Ibi_~., p. 325 . 
99
_!_bid., P, 313. 
100 .!.P.~i -, p . 313. 
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they we re makin g any co mmitmen t to the Russians. 101 However, 
the Russians i mag in ed 
... how pat he tically e a sy it would b e with England gone 
and three hund red differen t tri bes mak i ng wa r on each 
oth er , to waJk in and bring order out of chaos ... . 
All you e ver n eeded was just a little si mp le n a tio nalism 
and a few old cu s toms to p e~vert wh e n you dealt w it h 
simple people, a nd th ey would do mos t of ch e dirty work 
themselv e s.J02 
Anot her sour ce of material aid wa s tho se Indi ans of East 
Africa dissatisfied with En g lish trea tme nt in all aspects of 
their economic, social, and legal life. The Indians had 
also seen th at the people in India wer e at last succ e ssful 
in th e ir fight for indep~ndence.103 
Ruark described the ~c~nes of Mau Mau destruction 
and ass e rted that Africani love destro y in g . In each Euro-
pe a n hous ehold attacked, those responsible were often those 
Africans whose positions were relatively important or close 
to the Europeans . 104 Not only Europeans were killed, but 
also those Kikuyu who would not take the oath, who would not 
become members of Mau Mau, or who would not aid the Mau 
Mau.105 
101 IbJ:i. ' p. 314. 
l0 2 Itid . , p. 325. 
l0 3 Ibid_., p . 313 . 
104rbii,' PP· l10 9, 42 5--26. 
1 0 5 I b ~-c!_ . , pp. 427-28. 
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During the first mo nths of the r evo lt, the European 
settlers felt that t he u prising constituted a wa r. The 
Br it ish g o ve rnmen t fo ~ a lon g while proceeded und e r the 
ass u mpt ion that the settl er s were exaggerating the situ a -
tion and th at th e conditi o ns wo uld r etu rn to normal. The 
majority of th e settlers t h ought it was not po ss ible to deal 
with th e wo r sening s it uation t h ro ugh law . These settlers 
want e d to r eta li a t e in a like ma n ner --''' We 'll c h op a head or 
so, and bu r n a few villages,"' for they felt that the Afri-
ca ns were "a flock o f dirty murderers." The uprising wa s 
consi de red initially to b e a ''.~ .tribal thing and the way 
to st amp it out is to re a lly pitch into the old Kikuyu and 
show him a . · 06 t h i ng or two about terror. 111 
Rob er t Ruar k did n o t seem to place the blame on 
either one side or the other. 
Whos e f au lt al l of it was didn't make an y r e al dif f~ r-
ence rtow. You cou l dn't blame childr e n for playing 
with matches an d burning down the house, and you 
could n 't bl ame the man who made t he ma tch es , either. 
But a fte r t hat yo u tri ed to keep the matches out of 
the reach of the child.107 
lish e d. 
In 195 4 El sp eth Huxley's A Th in g to Lov e was pub-
At th is time the fighting between th e guerrilla 
l0 6 Ib id ., pp. 436-37. 
lOl_!E._i d ., p. 592. 
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fo rces a nd their whi t e s e tt l e r op?onen ts was a c on st a nt 
elem e nt in t he pol itic al and mili t ary scene in the country 
i n which t h i s a utho r h ad liv e d an d about which she ha d 
pr imar i ly written . The autho r pr e s en ted a n u mb er of id ea s 
c oncerning the causes and g ro w th of Mau Ma u throug h the 
various char Rcte rs i n t his tale . Through the charac ter s , 
on e c an see s om e of th e stra n ds whi ch ha~e ~ontribu~ed tc 
we a vin g the cloth of Mau Ma u. 
Sam, a s et tler, whi le returning to Keny a, pictured 
a black Ken ya n trav el e r as beli eving 
' 
. .. that a ll th e trou b les, fru s tration s, and ev-ils of 
th e world - - his [t he African] world , anyway --wo uld 
vanish l i k e smoke i f only h e a nd h is trib ~sm en could 
have t heir count r y to th e mselve s, go back to the days 
when t h ei r d a rk f ore sts kept ou t all people, all 
c hanges , ~11 i1~a s .1 08 
Th en , mir aculo us ly , would da wn an age of prospe rity an d easy 
livins, an a ge i n which men resp e cted on e a nother. The Afri-
cans would do a nythin g to achieve this . Th e settl er b e liev ed 
t hat th e Africans would d e s troy the i mpr ov e me n ts the Wester n 
c ivili z ation had brou gh t to the Africans. 109 
Sa m pic tur e d Pat, a teacher in a mission who was a 
dau gh t e r of a s ett ler fam il y , as 
lOBElspet h Hu xley , A Thin g To Lov e (London : Chatto 
and Windus, 1954) p. 16 . 
l O 9 I b !.:..9- . , p . 1 6 . 
. .. dr umming a l ot of ·.iseless non s ense i nto thos e 
b lack woolly h eads - - turni ng ou t fut u re p ros ti tut e s 
and s wol len head e d youth s ~h o thou ght t h em sel v es 
to o g r and for ma n u al work a nd wen t to s we ll th e 
ran ks of s pi v s in the town . 110 
Th e mi s si ona r y cou pl e wh o h e aded th e s chool h eld certain 
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s t a.ndar ds to be abso lute ar, d t h e nee d to inculcate a sense 
of st an d ards ov err idin g . The root cau se o f Af rican p overty , 
ficklene ss , and i mpat i e n c e - was t he we ak n e ss in the African 
char a cter e x p r~ s se d th e pr i ncipl e : '''L e t' s make th a t do. ,,,lll 
In a d diti o n, the y felt th a t p o vert y was due to .the fickleness 
and i mpo t e nce of the Africans . The root cause was no t, as 
the Africans cla im ed , exploitation by whites. The mi ssion-
nries also we r e very concerned about prev e nting female cir-
cu mcision for the y felt i t was a barbarous custom . 1 12 
Another y oung settl e r fa rm er criti cized not only the 
mission schools for the African children ' s l a ck of re s pect 
for people including their elders, but a lso the inde p endent 
schools whose teachers he claimed had '' ... bein k ic ke d out of 
the mi ssions for immorality or st ea li ng ." These in de pe n d en t 
school teachers ta u g ht only sedition . 11 3 Fo ll owing an 
llO Jb i d_. , p . 2 6 . 
111 I b ~c!_., p . 14 4 . 
112 1t i.d. , p. 144. 
113 I b i d ., p . 30. 
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a Lgu ment w it h on e o f th- men who worked for him, the set-
tler:s herds were sl ashed Tuit h p a ng2s. 
Some ha d their feet cut off a nd some were hamstrun g 
and pu lled t hemselve s rou nd wi th the i r hi ~d l e g s use -
less a n d some wer e cut ope n a nd walk ed a bout with 
their guts han ging ou t, bellowing.114 
The set tl er fe lt that th e persons wh o wer e responsible were 
filled with h a tred.llS 
The settler co mp l a ined th at although th e re had been evi-
dence that t here would be diffi culties, th e government had 
done nothi ng to control the situation.116 However, Pat felt 
that urb a n g r ow th ' ' .. . or great discont e nts--stifle the li fe 
within the m [th e Africans ] , the spirit in the seed , so that 
they didn' t g row but simply rotted inside. 11117 Although she 
h a d often been hurt, she felt that " . . , a conspiracy founded 
on hatred b y seekers after power and built up by intimida-
tion, couldn't be the answer. 11118 
Her father opin ed that much of th e material in cer -
tain publications was written by dishone st urban Af ricans 
whose only interest was their own profit . The mat e rial was 
1 14J_bi~:.·, p. 74 
1 15.Lh. "d · L . ' p . 141. 
116 Ibid . , p . 14 L1. 
117 lbid . 
' 
p . 60 
11 8_~?_id . , p . 64 . 
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belie ved by the squ a tt ers a nci the people wh o lived on the 
reserv es and l e d to in c re as ed agi t a tion which would only 
profit a few.119 He felt that some of these agitators had 
received "instructi ons from the communists. 11 120 The increase 
in the rate of crime bothered hfra . He at tributed those ci.is -
turbances to Africans who were working for their own per-
sonal in te r es ts.121 
It seemed that the African s view e d the Europeans as 
having all the po we r and position and control of African 
lives. It was dif f icult for most settl e rs to realize that 
what they expected for themselves was also desired by the 
Af!:icans . The Africans did not see a structure of society 
among th e Europca~~ wh ich pr oduced p~or Euro pe an people. 
The poor people in the country were Africans . Perhaps if 
the African had experie nced seeing poor Europeans, he would 
have not become so bitter. However, he only saw Europeans 
as people who held the wealth and control of the country. 
He could only attribute his own position to the fact that he 
was a n African. He realized that ~he country was not being 
run in his int e rest . 
119.!_!,i d . , p. 6 6 • 
120I.hjj_ . , p. 2 7 . 
121_I:bid . , p. 144. 
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Sam ' s ex-wife , when t a l king to an Africa n cl erk, 
remarked about t he probl em of the lack o f hous in g and of 
th e poor housing pro vi de d : 11 1 s uppose it's the sa me every -
wh ere, the housing shortage , I mean . I believe th ere are 
fam il i e s of En~ lish peopl e living i n old army huts a n d 
bicycl e sheds a t home," to which the clerk replied: 
not in Keaya. 11122 
11 Bu t 
Afric a n oppo siti on to th e settl .ers an d the go v er n-
ment was not unit ed . Some of the Af ricans felt th at thos e 
who were opposing the s ettle rs a nd th e governme nt did not 
comprehend th e i r own act ions and the "forc e s they had chal -· 
lenged . " However, Europe an s had only a superficial knowl-
. 
ed g e of the Afr ic a ns; th e Eu ro peans believed th em s e lves to 
be very 811perior to t hese Africans. 123 
Alth o u gh t he movement wa s direc ted aga inst Europeans, 
especia l l y th e Engl is h in Ke n ya , there were oth e r Eu ro pe an 
count ries willing to aid the movement for v a rious reasons. 124 
As a result, according to Miss Huxley, th ~s confrontation was 
not completely an intern a l Kenya affa ir. The aid wa s n0t 
12. 2 l b id . 
' ---
p . 43. 
12 3 lb id . 
' ---- --
p • 47-48. 
124 I1)id . 
' 
p . 53 . 
---
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o nl y mor a l but a ls o ma t e r i al . Wit h t h e a cq uisi t ion of this 
aid, th e mem be rs in c ontro l o f t h e mo ve ment d esired to 
at t. a ck i mm e cl i a t e .l y " •.. w hi 1 e t h e Eu r opea n st i 11 s 1 e e p s 1 i k e 
a ma n who h as g o r g ed h im s elf o n b e e r and mea t." Many of 
th ose i n c o n t ro l o± t he mov eme nt be l i ev ed t h at viol en t 
a ct i o n agai ns t th e gov e r nmen t a n d s et tl e:s wa s nec e ssary. 
The l e ad e r s ha d 1 on g be f ore r e s o ]_ v e d to " ... speak with the 
voice of th e go ve rn me nt." P eop l e had start e d to qu e st.ion : 
"What ha s bec o !Ile. o f th at f amo u s rr.o ve men t? It ii, mere talk 
after a ll li ke th e KC A? What h a s ha p p e n e d to the knives and 
s i mi s [ s w o r ,d s ] ? Wher e a re the d e ad Eu rop ea ns they s poke 
about?" 125 
Some of the Af r ic an a gi t a tors tried to o bt ain the 
alienaced l a nas a nd ind e pendenc e f rom the European oriented 
government . Th e se agit a tors d eman ded the r e storation of tra-
ditional reli g ion and customs.1 2 6 There seemed generally 
thr oughout t h e novel the concept that the Af ricans were 
revolting a gai nst the Europeans and the governme nt primarily 
in order to r e turn to the time b e fore the a rrival of the 
Europeans. Th er e was no concre te plan for g overning and 
s tructuring the societ y which had been altered by its con-
tac t with western cultur e . 
125rb id .' p. 
1 26 - b . d 
~2- - .. ·, p. 
55 . 
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In or der to rid the country of t he Eur opean s , t he 
Ma u Mau pl a n ~e d that men wo uld form gue rrill a fo rces in the 
forest s. Th ese forces we r e to har r a ss t he s ett le r s an d the 
g ov ernm en t forces violently . These tac tics were to dr aw 
the whit e troops a nd l oyalists into th e f or ists whe re the 
forest fi g ht e rs or gu e r ril la fo rces were to hold an adv a n-
t age o ver th em . Th is would be very cost l y for the governmen t 
both in terms of me n and materia l. Wi t hout the many Ki kuy u 
who h a d pledged supp ort to t he Mau Ma u , th e Eu ropean set-
tlers suf fe r ed . The Kiku yu labor for ce wa s no longer avail -
able to t h~ Euro pean s. Consumed with fear of t he destiuc-
t i on o f p o s s e s s i o n s and o f th e P.lU r d e r o f f am i l ·y me m b er s , th e 
Euro peans wo ul d le ave Kenya . "Th en a t l as t the wh o le of-
Kenya wou l d be l ong to th e Ki k uyu, who, a s lib e rators, wou ld 
be abl e to comm a nd the oth e r tr:Lbes." 
As mote a n<l more Africa ns joined the movement t hey 
were initi a ll y uni ted thr ough the o &th and thus became l27 
acquainted with t he plans developed in order to gain ''th a t 
po we r, weal t h, and th e enjoymen t of th e ir ancient customs. 11128 
One of th e oathing ceremoni e s so n eces sar y for unity was 
described as takin g place in an atmospher e which was de s igned 
J.2 7r bi d., pp . 159 - 6 0. 
1 2 8 l_~ i d_. , p . 5 8 . 
153 
to uni te t he living with th e ir a n ce stors. This particular 
oathing ~ ~ r emon y incorporated the use of sheep. A long 
strip of fles h from th e un d ers i de of the sheep's bo dy from 
nec k to tail was cut. When t his was completed, the people 
who were to be o a t hed c rawle d through the customary a rch of 
banana leave s. The oath ad ministrato r pra ye d. 
But it s eemed to many p res en t that any go d must have 
t urned h i s head away from the events that followed, 
when eac h in turn, in full public e ye , u sed his man-
hood for a purpos e no god had ev er inten d ed. For 
surel y gods had mad e ... the ac t of procreation to con-
cern th e livin g not th e dead and to devour the source 
of life mu st be an ultimat e pro fanity fo r which no man 
should hop e for par do n or for ge tfulness . These acts 
would fioreve r remain in their memory. 
Each p a rticip an t's commit men t through the oath .~ forced or 
not, was irrevocable, whether or not he agreed with the 
activities and ideals of the Ma u Mau.i 2 9 While the partici-
pant s ate the s ac rifice they s wore: 
"If I am ordered to ki ll a European, I will do so and 
not turn back .... If I am told to st ea l a gun, I will 
do so, and not turn ba c k .... If I am told to maim a 
European's c a ttle, I will do so, and not turn back ... 
If I am told to burn a Europ ean 's crops, I will do so, 
and not f linch .... If any man who has eat en this oath 
asks for help I will give it to him at all times ... . 
If I am told to kilJ an askari I will do so, and take 
his gun .... If I reveal this o a th to any man or woman, 
I shall die. 11 130 
Those who refused to t ake the oa t h, were usu a lly tor-
iured and killed. These tortur es included severing parts of 
12 9 _Ib id . , p . 19 3 . 
1 3 O I h_.!_i_ . , p • 1 9 3 • 
154 
the bocly. Some of tho se who r ef u s ed to take th e oath were 
Christ ian s, e spe cially, ministers . While dying after being 
tort ure d b y Ha u Ma u , on e Afr i can rn i n is t er was to l cf : f h a t he 
was consid ered to b e a " white Kikuyu " fer he had adopted so 
many Europe an practices and ideas . 131 
Some Africans, , who had a ccepi:>2.d the fact th 'a ,t Euro -
pean s had ta ken o ve r control of the countr y because of their 
stren gt h, be ga n to qu e stion how eff ective and just that 
stren g th wa s . The g ov ernment s eeme d to do nothin g to pre-
vent the per ver sion of cu sto ms and laws and the death of 
innocent p e~ple.132 Th e European religion wh ich h ad been 
pre ac hed wa s viewed b y Africans as a device f or controlling 
the population for they did not see the Furopee~s destroyed 
for disobedience . 133 
There were many African s who we r e persuaded to give 
mcney to the "conspiracy " b y p ro mises made by t!':.e leaders 
that they would receiv e land, position, or pow e r when the 
Africans wer e able to g e t rid of the Europ eans and we re a ble 
to a ss u me cont r ol and restore t he customs of ancestors.1 3 4 
131 Ibid _. , p . 23 3 . 
132Jbid., p . 173 . 
1 3 3 l~J :i , . , p . 1. 8 4 . 
134 Ibid . , PP · 185, 212 -13. 
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People who haci been lo ya l to the Europeans would b e 
11 d est r oyed ". Some of the Afri cans f elt they we r e tr ai ned, 
ready and able to assume control . Th ey felt tha t th e Euro-
peans would not have b een able to su rvive a n d obtain th e ir 
po wer wi t hout t he assistance of the Afr icans . 135 However, 
some of t he Africans s t il l felt a dep e dence upo n t he Euro-
peans for th ei .r tec h nol ogy an d medi cin es.1 36 So me Af ricans 
fel t that t he cons piracy would not sol ve a n yth in g ; it wou ld 
bring onl y more tro uble and wo uld benefit only th e leaders. 137 
The atte nt ion o f the Europea n se ttl e rs s e em e d to be 
prim a rily ort the horrible attecks b y t he Ma u Mau, both on 
European s a nd lo ya l Africans. There was little mention of 
th e tre a t ment me t ed out by th e Kenya settlers, servicemen~ 
an d loyal Africans to the peo p le they s u spec ted o f being Ma u 
Mau a nd of p lann in g and executing attacks, or of aiding and 
abetting Mau Ma u. The aut hor des crib ed some of the attacks : 
Kimani's head s ma shed to pulp, th e seare d backs of 
Matthew and Njombo, th e bloody fra gm en ts of the Foxley, 
livin g c hildren with their feet cut of f , dying women 
with th e ir be llies slash ed to drag th e embryo out of 
the wom b.138 
The attack ers wer e des~ribed a s b ei ng desperate and deprav e d 
135I bi0._ .' pp . 76-80 . 
13 6
_Tb id . , pp . 120 - 1 2 3. 
137 1 b;, __ -=-9_. , pp. 120 - 1 23 . 
138 _!,ti~ . , p • 244 . 
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men. Mis s Hu xle y ' s po !t rny a l uf tl1e Ma u Mau wa s unsympa -
thetic. · App a r ently , she felt the Africacs we re not ju sti -
fied in t heir demands fo r g~eater participation i n t h e 
economic , political , and soci al str uctur es of Kenya . Al t hough 
she might have been willing to co nsider some moderate demands, 
she felt most of the leaders were either criminals or dis-
honest ~e rsons working for their own int eres ts. The onl y way 
th ese leader s were able to obtain su ppor t was by for cin g 
a l legia nc e through th e horror of the oatliiug ceremonies . 
CHAPTER VI 
:SLACK NOVELS 
As of the presen t ti me , few black Af ricans have 
writte n nove ls in which Mau Mau and t he Emergency h ave b ee n 
in tegrated or in which co mments abo ut the Ma u Ma u have been 
incorp orated . East Africa has not experienced the same 
modern lite ra ry dev e lop ment which West Africa has. Possibly, 
th is was due in part to th e attitude of the Kenyan colonial 
government to wa rd black education. Universal primar y ed u ca-
tion was not provided for blacks. A very limited number of 
b l ack stud e nts who complet~d primary school successfully were 
a llowed to cont i nue to secondary sch o ol. Of those wh o com-
plet e d secon da ry schooling a relativel y small proportion 
were able to continue their studies. Opportunities for Afri-
cans for higher educ a tion we re not provided by the go vernment. 
Educ a tional f ac ilities were l~ mited in Kenya. In 
fact, a numb e r of Europ e ans sent th ei r children to Great 
Britain for their high school education as well as university. 
Presently, Nai robi Univ e rsi ty Coll e ge is the only degree 
grantin g institution in Kenya. Therefore , the majority of 
Ke ny a n s must seek h ig h e r , e ducation in o the r countries, e.g. 
Uni t e d Ki ngdom , U . S . S.R ., th e United States . L ess than 
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fifte en p ercent of th e black children who complete primary 
school and si t for the primary school certificate are able 
to ga in admission into se c ond a ry sc hool at the present time. 
However, the government is devotini its energies to this prob-
le m . 
In the main, before Independence , African children 
attended missionary schools. These schools were racially 
segr egated . The missionar ie s felt it was their duty not only 
to provid e Western education a nd religion but also to eradi-
cate most customs and trad i tions of the African society 
' 
through their African students . As a result, students were 
instructed to impl ant Western ideas and custom~ into the tribe 
and to encou rage the tribal rnemh e rs to aba ndon traditions. 
Som e Africans may pref~r not to acknowledge their 
feelings held during the Mau Mau conflict and, therefore, will 
not write about thi s particular period. They may feel that 
the curr e nt world image of Kenya's scability would be shaken 
if further revelations about that tumultuous period were 
made. They may not want to jeopardize their own present posi-
tions. By constantly bringing this period to the attention 
of the nation a nd the world, the government's struggle to 
develop a sense of national unity would be extremely hindered. 
It is possible that the government is not encouraging mater-
ials to be writcen about the p eri od . 
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Each of th e n ovels examine d in the following pages 
was written by a Kikuyu. Gf all the tribes, the Kikuyu had 
the greatest p e rcentage of eop le participating in , affected 
by, or controll e d by the Mau Mau . They had the greatest 
cont act with the Eu rop eans and t he E~ergency. More Kikuyu 
are educated 3nd ha ve be come inf luential in the independent 
go vernment, than per sons of t he numerous oth er tribes in 
Kenya . The Kikuyu are also the l a r ges t tribe in Kenya. 
In 196 4 the f ir st black no vel about the Mau Ma u 
emerged, We~p Not Child . James Ngugi, the aut hor , studied 
writing at Makerere ·Un iversit y, Uganda. He has written for 
on e of the majo r Kenyan n ewspa pers The Nation a nd is a pro-
fession al wri ter . In 1965 and 1969, W~ep Not Child was fol-
lo wed by Ng ugi's The River Between and A Grain of Wheat, 
resp ect ive ly . In all of these novels, the characters were 
affected by and in vo lved in th e tensions of the period of 
the Emergency. The black me n wh o had fought in the Second 
World War had seen whites k illing whites and had had sexual 
relationships with wh it e women . Almost from their arrival 
in Kenya, th e wh ites had tried to i mplant the idea that the y 
were gods . The war completely · shattered any such illusions 
th a t th e blac ks may have had. 1 The black soldiers were 
1 James Ngugi, Weep Not Child (London: Heinemann 
Educational Book, Ltd., 1964) pp . 5-12 . 
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t rain ed and or de r e d by t he Br i tish offi cers t o kill white s, 
albeit Germans and It alians . The blacks were for c ed to fight 
Hit l r:!r who in th eir eyes had " ... not wron ged " the m . They 
we re fo r c ed to 11 • •• sav e the Br i ti s h Emp ire from defe a t and 
colla pse . 112 A nu mber of Afr ic a ns were killed in co mb at . 
Th e futi ljt y of wa r was ev iden t . Why sho uld b l acks h a ve to 
pa r tici patE:. in the whit e man ' s war? Why should th ey have to 
di e for th e white ma.n 's cause? . Why shoul d t h e y have to defend 
the British Empire and ther e by help pe rpetu ate 1 . 1 . ? 3 co .onia. :i..sm. 
Some Af ric an s wondered wh y th e British had l e.ft Europe 
a nd h ad . co me t•:> Kenya . 4 The ma jorit y und ersto od t ha t the 
whites we r e d ra wn by the promi se of a good life. The colonial 
governm e nt's ex propriation of the most fertil e l an d f or E~ro-
peans c a u sed i r ritation and hostility amon g the Africans . 
Many blacks were f orced to wo rk for th e settlers on the alien-
ated l an d in order to p a y tax e s i mposed b y t he g o vernmen t . 
Many p eople were forced off land on which th e ir fam ili e s had 
lived f or generations . The reserv e s which were overcrowded 
I 
were t he o n l y p l ace to which th e s e dispos sesse d peopl e cou l d 
go. Others were a llo wed t o cultivat~ a s mall fractio n o f 
2n • 1 
...:22:_9_. ' PP• 64-65 . 
3 Ibid . 
' - - -
PP· 5 - 1 2 . 
4 I bic! . 
' 
pp . l-1- 5. 
- -- -
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the ir f ormer l an d s i n r e turn for work in g for the settlers. 5 
The s e tt lers bel i e ve d t ha t the bl a cks had no rights 
to t he al ien at e d la nd s . They f e lt t he l an d r ightfull y 
belon ge d t o them s e lve s . On e s e ttler e x pr es s e d th e i dea in 
ti:-i e foll owin g fas hion: " Th is is my J.ar1.d . !!6 The bl a cks 
re a l i z e d t h at be c a us e of b o th t he q ua ntati v e and qu a litative 
we a lt h of t h e l an ds t he white men h e ld, th e Europ ea ns were 
not f o r ced to o v e ruse th e i r land . As a result, their land 
re ma i ne d f e~ t i le and y ielded abu n dant qual i ty crops and liv e 
stock. Bec a us e the blac k s held so little land, in relation 
. 
to th e popul a tion, it was overus ed. The yield fro m the land 
h eld b y a bl a ck famil y would g en e rally not everi provid e sub-
-
sist a nce and would provide nothing for trade . The situation 
wa s des c ribed b y one of the Af rican characters in the fo l-
lowi ng mann e r: !!You could tell the land of the Black Peop l e 
b ec2us e it was red, rou ~h, a nd sickly , while the land of th e 
white s ettl ers was gr ee n and not lacerat e d into s mall 
strips. 117 
5J ames Ngugi , Th e Ri v er Be t ween (L a ndon: Heinemann , 
1965) p. 72. 
6N . gu g J. ' Weep Not Child, p. 145. 
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"Wou l d th ese p e o p l e n eve r g o?" This was the c ry 
within the he a rt of ever y Af ri c an. An old Kikuyu seer who 
had prophe s i e d th e co mi ng o f the Europ ea n s had a lso claimed 
th a t the y wou l d eventu a l J.y le av e. 8 Ho wever, this seer 
beli ev ed 
... y ou co u ld n o t cut t h e b u t ter fl ies [h e had prophesi e d 
th a t t he se ttl e r s ' cloth e s wou ld r esemb l e butt e r f ly 
win g s] wi t h a pa nga [an Afri c a n mac he te used primarily 
for g a rde n in g ]. You c ul d n o t s pea r th e m unt i l you 
learnt a n d k ne w th e ir wa y s a nd mo v e me nts. Then you 
could tr ap , you could fight b a ck . 9 
Within the tribe and within individuals a conflict 
gradually de vel o p ed whethe r to rid the cbuntry of the whites 
. -
directl y by fighting or by learning their ways through educa-
tion.lO Some b l acks believ e d that preparation for "the 
-rr:-c.o ve ry of+-~ ~~ l os t l or:.1 0 '' T\;a ::. th .e i Yi P.'r--:1~:T 01"." nnl"t/ "'lE. l 1J.e of 
W . d . 11 escern e uc a ti c n . However, others b e lieved that ed uc ation 
would provide a better life and adopted the Western faith as 
well as education. 12 Many of Ngugi 's characters advised 
that it ~as vital to learn everything the white man knew and 
to unde rstand the white man and his ways. Many Kikuyu 
81b · ' 
__ 1C'~-' p. 36. 
9 Ngu g i, The River Betw e en, pp. 22-24. 
lOrbid., pp. 109-10. 
llNgu g i, Weep Not Child, pp. 43-44. 
12Jbi d . , p. 55. 
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c h i 1 d r en w er e s le n t t o m i.. s ~~ i. o n a :i:-y s c ho o l s in o r cl er t o b e c om e 
" . .. wise in the af fairs o f the wh ite ma.n . 11 3 By 19 4 6 , many 
blacks, incl u di bg those wh o h ad return e d from the war, we r e 
concern ed with th e ir r o l e in the cou ntry ' s f utu re , the prob-
lems of unemp l oyment , as well as the r e t ur n of the land. 
Men wan te d to wor k in t heir own inter e sts an d not to co n -
tinue wo rking 1' in the int erests of t he white s. 4 Some of th e. 
men who we re unab le to find jobs a nd who h ad n o land went 
into p olitics to seek possible solutions to 10th personal 
an d th e Af rican~ 1 15 pr oblems. 
La n~ wa s the major issue of conflict b etwee n whites 
and blacks . As prev iou sly discussed in Chap ter Three, the 
Kikuyu part icu la rl y c on c eived of land as a major link bet wee n 
past, present , and future , 1 b a nd a s the primary form of 
wea lth. 17 Lan d p er formed phys ical and s piritu a l functions . 
It was t he a lt a r upon which to offer a sacrifice to Ngai . 18 
On almo st all points concerning the Kikuy u c on ce pts of land 
Leake y and Ngugi ag reed. According to Kikuy u custom , land 
13Ngugi , The Ri ver Betwee n, pp . 44-45 . 
1/ i Ng u g i , Weep No t Ch i. 1 d , p . 5 7 . 
1 5 l_b i ~. ' p . 64 . 
16 }bid., p . 59 . 
ll rb" d 
=--=--. ' 
p. 2 2 . 
18I bii_ ., p • 84 . 
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could no t be bo~ght or sold witho ut pl acat ing the ancestors . 
As traditio nal cer em onies had not been performed when the 
Europeans too k control, th e bia cks did not fee l th at the 
land ownersh ip had been officially and properly 19 t ransferred . 
Som e time between 1946 and 1952, during a poli tic al 
rally, a spRaker reminded hi s list ene r s that t he land giv e n 
to their ancestors by Ngai had been t aken away through reli-
gio a and force . "m1_·nP B "b .l d th f th d 1120 _ _ 1 _e pave e way or _ e swo r . 
Mission a ri es had been sent in adva n ce to prepare the way for 
the co ming of the sett l e rs . 21 The settlers had found little 
initial reiist a nce, but their influence wh i ch continually 
sp re ad li ke ripples in the water was of a destruct ive nature. 22 
The mi ss i onaries had preached to the blacks of the neces~ity 
of their laying '' . .. treasures in heaven where no noth would 
cor rup t th em ." Meanwhi le, each settle r h a d " .. . laid his on 
ea rth. 1123 
Upon the return of bl ack soldiers to Kenya from the 
Fi rst World War in which the y had a id ed the British t roops, 
they found that th e colonial government had given t he ir lands 
19 .!EJ_~. , pp . 68 -69. 
20
_]:bid ., pp . 64 - 65 . 
2 1 Ngu"i 
:, I::, ' The River Between , pp. 74 and 125 . 
2 2 _ I b i_i . , p . 8 3 . 
2 3J ames Ngugi , A Gr ai n of Wheat (London: Heinemann, 
1967), p. 18 . 
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to the British s o ldier s i n lieu of monetary pa yme nts. 24 
Hany blacks by t he end of th e Fi rst World War wer ., i1itte:c 
with their e lders, whom they blamed for allowing the white 
man to t ak e c ontrol initi ally . 25 Protest against govern-
ment polic ies wa s org an iz ed by Kariuki and other import ant 
Kikuyu. This pro t es t against the pblici e s of taxati on, 
land ali e na t: ion, bla c k sal a ries had beg\rn imm edi ately after 
the First World War. Kariuk i was arrested for his involve-
ment in the a ctivities. With his arrest the Af ricans', 
especially the Ki k u y us', hopes of su c cess in forcing the 
Europeans to change polici e s h ad diminished notably. 26 
Later other tactic s were developed by the blacks to 
express their discontent with the attitude and practic e s 
of the s e ttler and tl1e set t ler--orie n ted government. One of 
these tactics was to be a strike which would include all 
black persons in the employ of Europeans and the govern me nt . 
The Governm ent a nd th e s ettlers had to be shown that 
black p e ople we re not cowards and slaves. They, too, 
had children to feed and to educate. How could people 
go on sweatin g for the children of th e white man to 
be we l l- fed , we ll-cloth e d, a nd well-educated?27 
24Ngugi, Weep Not Chi ld, pp. 64-65 . 
2 5 _!1)_!~ . , p . 1 7 . 
26 Ibid . , p • 4 7 . 
2 7_1 b j_':!:.. ' p. 58. 
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By the mid-1940 1 s , Africans were becoming increas-
in g ly aware of ,in depend2nce moveme nts elsewher e in the 
world, e . g .• G~ ndhi fi g htin g fo r Indian i ndep e ndence fro m 
~ .. l 1 ?S n r1t1s1 co n t -ro . ~ The Kikuyu i n th e ir attempt s to a lt er 
th e ir situ ati o;i look ed to J ome Ke nyatta for lea de rs hi p a nd 
concei ved of h i m as Moses. He had b een delegated by God to 
fre e th em fr om th e con trol of t h e white man . Th e y fe lt that 
s ince Ha r ry Th j k u had not succeeded , he wo uld b e able to 
brin g into ac t ion the words found in Exo dus 8:1: 
And the Lord spo ke unto Moses 
Go unto Phar a oh an d say unto him, 
Thus sa ith th e Lord, 
Let my people go.29 
Ev en after hi s arr es t and t h e declaration of th e Emergency 
the people hPliP•• e d th a t Kenyatta wo ul d ~ven ~u ~lly su cc eed 
for "God would not let his people alone. 1130 
The KAU was a black organization which wa nted 
11Wiyathi 11 [ Freedom ], return of alienated lands, higher sala-
ries for blacks, and the abolition of the colo r- bar. The 
blacks' secondary position in the society was due to the 
imposition of the c olo r -ba r b y the . gove rnment and the set-
tlers.31 Laws we re p a ssed b y the settler-oriented g overnment 
28 Ngugi, A Grain of Wh ea t, pp. 96-97, 102, 109. 
2 9 I bJ.~. , pp . 16, 3 7 . 
3 ON g u g i , y ~~ No t C h i 1 c1 , p • 81 . 
3" 
.L lb id_ . , p . 7 2 . 
which support ed 1 the Eurupe a n ta ke-ov er of l and s and the 
control of th e blacks . 32 In spite of th e number of -, J..8.WS 
gove rn ing th e blacks, the whites often took the la w into 
th eir own hands . Their actions were dir ec ted by their 
16 7 
attitudes to wa rds the blacks . 3 3 One of the few whites par -
t rayed i n ~ee p Not Chil d con cei ve d of bl acks as savages 
deserving lit t le more considerat ·ion than anima ls. " He 
[ the settl e r ] would red u ce everything to his will . That 
was the se ttlers ' way . 11 34 
When Kenyatta was arrested, many Kik u y u who had been 
working for independence had to decide whether to take a 
chance of bein g arrested or whether to join the guerri lla 
forces which were forming.35 One young black who joined the 
Mau Mau forces said th a t the pu rpose of Mau Mau was cc regain 
stolen lands. He felt it necessary that some die in o rd er 
t hat the Africans bre ak the control of the whi t e man and 
g ain 
,-, (, 
freedom.~ 0 Ded~n Kimath i was designated as the head 
o f the Freedom Army , while Kenyatta was descri b ed as the 
head. o f KAU . It was su g geste d that although these two groups 
32 Ibid., p. 84 . 
33
rb id., p . 134. 
3 4 I b i cl.:._. ,1 p p • 8 7 - 8 8 • 
35Ngu g i, A Grain of Wheat , p . 117. 
36 1bid _ ., p. 217 . 
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and their heads may hav e had · different tactics, they had 
the same aim. I i't a t aim w 2 s the " f reed om o f t he b 1 a ck 
people . 1137 
Those Kik uyu who were de ta ined by the government 
agreed not to divul g e any in f orma tion about Ma u Mau. "How 
could anybod y rev ea l the bi n din g fo rc e of the Agikuyu in 
thei r ca l l for African freedo m.?" They felt that endurance 
in the Af ric an cau se would l ead eventually to success. 38 
Those detained as well a s others discussed plans for the 
future when freedo m was won and lands regained. These 
included plins for education, agriculture, and government . 39 
Ngugi portrayed the ~isruptive and destructive 
effects of the white man's presence , attitudes,and laws 
on the Kikuyu society. As a result of the white man's pres-
ence, the blacks experienced shame and huuiliation in almost 
all aspects of living. I t was fel t by many Kikuyu that the 
white man was able to control the blacks only because "h e 
rules with the gun, the lives of all the black people of 
Kenya. 1140 With the spreading influence of the missions and 
37Ngu g i~ Weep Not Ch i l d, p. 82. 
38 Ngu g i, A Gra in of Wheat, p. 121. 
39 rbid., p. 124. 
40_rb ~ ., p. 112 . 
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s e ttlers, th e members of the tribe bec ame increasingly con-
cerned with preserving th e int egr ity and the pu r ity of the 
As conditions did not seem to improve, many people 
be ga n to ta ke t he oath of alle gi ance to the purity of th e 
tribe. " Nobody c ould bre ak thi s oath. Nobod y who had taken 
it would ever betray the t r ibe." Beliefs in the power of 
th e oath was so great for some people that they believed 
that "everybody whc, takes the Oath of Unity to chan ge things 
in Kenya is a Christ. 1141 However, some of the Freedom 
Fighte rs believed th at some Kikuyu would not keep secrets 
ab out the Ma Mau withou t taking t h e o a th . Lf 2 
One of the major aspects of the tribal life which 
c ame into im med iate co n tact and conflict with Western id ea s 
was religion. The impo sed West ern religion took int o no 
account the traditions of the tribe. There was no stability 
iu a soci ety which was not allowed to maintain roots in the 
past. 
A reli gion that took no count of people's way of life, 
was usel ess . It would not satisfy. It would not be 
a livin g exp e rience, a source of life and vitality. 
It wou l d only maim a man's soul~ making him fanatically 
clin g to whate ver promised security, otherwise he woul d 
be lost.43 
4llhic!_., p. 110. 
4 2 I' . l ~~~-' p. 21B. 
43 Ng u g i, The River Between, pp. 162-63. 
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The mis J ions' in sis tent attempts to rid the Af rican 
society of th e practice of female circu mcision was to have 
many repercussions. The Kik u y u cou ld not understand the mi s-
si ons' conde mna tion of female cir c umcisi o n for t he Bible did 
not even mention this practice. 44 The miss ions did not pro-
vide something of value when tryi ng tc eradicate many tra<li-
tional customs. Circumcisio n was i mportan t not onl y physi -
call y > bu t was pri marily important ps y chologically, soci a lly, 
and ~ducation a ll y .45 The missions did not realize its sig-
nific an ce and importance . They considered it barbaric and 
against religious tenets. 46 For the tribe, circumcision was 
an important ritual. 
It kept the people togeth e r, bound t he trib e . It 
was at the core o f the social structure, and somethin g 
tha.t gave mean i ug to a man's life. End the cust om an d 
the spiritual ba sis of th e tribe's cohesion and inte-
gration would be no more. The cry was up. Kiku y u 
Karinga . . Kee p .t he tribe pure .... It was a soul's cry, 
a soul's wish.47 
Uncircumcised girls were not pure. Their impurity would 
displease ancestral spirits who might seek to punish the 
tribe. To the tribe, the death of a circumcised Christian 
4 4 Ngugi, A Grain of Wheat, p. 100. 
45Ngu g i, The River Between, p. 163. 
4 6 I b i_i . , p p • 2 6 , 3 0 , 4 2 • 
47_!_~1-.~l-, P· 79. 
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gir l was a warning of the anc estral spiri ts to the tribe to 
adhere to traditional custo ms d 1 . . t, 8 an re i g ion. · To the mission 
the death c o nfirm ed its point of view . Circu mcision h a d t0 
be stop ped in order that th e r e wo uld be any hope of African 
s a l vation . 49 
Almost all grievances of the Afric a ns we r e conn ec ted 
wit h th e pre se nce of the white man . It was fe lt that if the 
countr y were rid of the wh it e man th a t in many cases th e prob-
lems woul d b e i mmed ia te l y solved . Not only did people want 
to be rid of the po wer and control of the white man over 
their lives, they want ed to develop self- ex pression throu g h 
political in dependen ce. 50 One of Ngu g i's principle charac-
ters, a teach ~r and region a l l ea der in the tribR , was ca ueht 
in the c o nflicti ng forces d e veloping prior to the outbreak 
of hostilities. He realized that peopl e wa nted "exp r ession 
at the politic al level" and that "ed .ucation for an oppressed 
people is not all."Sl 
One of the major problems which had to be overcome 
by the Ki kuyu and the other Af rican tribes was disunity. A 
number o f leaders had to concentrate on unifyin g the people 
in t h eir f i ght for th e return of the l a nds a nd for political 
48 Ib _.i_., p. 62. 
49 Ibid ., pp. 63, 65. 
5 0 I b i.i . , pp . 1 3 5 - · 3 6 . 
Sl r b id ., p. 160. 
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expression. This rneant unification was necessary, e. g . 
among Christians, and non-Christi an s, peoples of different 
I 
areas. It was imperative to unify throu g h education, for 
only through unity was it possible to obtain political free-
I 
dom. 52 
In A Grain of Wheat James Ng u~i developed several 
I 
European characters to a greate r extent than in his previous 
novels. One wh o had come to Ke nya as an adminis trator was 
the head of a detention cam p i n which a number of prisoners 
died due to mal-treatment. He had conceiv ed of his coming 
to Kenya as part of a mission of the British Empire. He was 
11 
••• convinced that the 
I 
growth of the British Empire was the 
developm8nt of a great -- . d 115 ~mcira.L 1 e.a. - The British Empire 
was to be based
1 
on th e co n cept of equality of all men. The 
empire would i nclude persons of ull races and creeds. 
administrator believed that 
... to be English was basically an attitude of mind; 
it was a way -Of looking at life, at _human rel ati on-
ships, at the just ordering of human society. Was 
it not poss ~ble to reorientate people into this way 
of life by altering their social and cultural envi-
ronment?54 
52 Ibid., pp. 139, 147. 
53Ngugi, A Grain of Wheat, p. 62. 
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Later durin g the Ma u Mau , this administr a tor was to write 
that it was n e cessary for th e Europeans to use violence in 
tr ying to bri ng the Mau Mau u nder control. It ·was impera-
tive that the Af rican s sup p ort th e g overnm e nt . He o pine d 
that "Ma u Ma u i s evi l; a movement which if not ch eeked wil l 
mean complete destruct ion of all the v a lues on which our 
civilizat i on has thr iven. nSS 
God wi n Wachi r a, prio r to wor k i ng on t he staff of 
The Na tion, had been a politician and had been involved 
with the forma t ion of trad e unions. His first novel Ordeal 
in the Forest wa s concerned with the e f fect Ma u Mau and the 
Emergency had on the Kikuyu. Wa chir a cont end ed that many 
circumstances h a d contrib~te~ to the devc l cp ~c nt ~f M~u M~u. 
Education was conceived of by some of the elders as 
a means of eli minating the humiliations and indignities 
which the Africans experienced in their relationships with 
the settle.rs.5 6 The Africans were treated like dogs and 
were considered to be "b 1 a ck apes n . 5 7 Even the yoang chil-
dr e n were aware of these experiences and some, full of hate, 
55
_Ibicl., PP . 64-65. 
56 Godw i n Wachir a , Ordeal in th e Forest (Nairobi: 
Ea s t A f r i can Pub 1 is hi n g Ho us e , p . 1 6 8 ) pp . 1 , 2 8 . 
57 Ibi d., p. 41. 
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pl o.nned reven g e . 
It [the land and the cattle] is ours, we'll get jt 
back off those white men, even if it means war ... 
these Whi tes wil l su f fer for what they have done to 
us, and so will th e ir children an d their chi ldr e n 's 
chil dren . We wi l l ma k e t h em creep and crawl i n front 
of us.5 8 
The European settlers conti nu ed to operate under 
the assumpt i on that th ey were the masters and they i ntended 
to remain so. 5 9 The Europe a ns were little aware of the 
hatred and loathing th ey inspired by their attitudes and 
practices. The Europeans considered the Af ricans to be 
'' ... little b etter than animals 60 .. . black rats ... [who] don't 
understand our [European] language. They haven't the brains 
for th.2.t. 1161 As the Africans tried various means of expres-
sin g their d isconten t. the settlers h ecame in~reasingly more 
frightened about the stability of th ei r positions. The y 
were concerned, for they felt that they and their families 
had invested so lmuch time, money, and effort. 62 In spite of 
their materi al interest in the aspects of the country which 
provided profit and superior existance, the settlers knew 
little about and cared little about the thoughts and ideas 
5 8 _! __ ~J_i . , p • 7 . 
59rbi_i., pp. 55, 58. 
6 O Tb-· d 
_-_}:_.' p. 4 7 • 
61 lb . . 
_ J.~·· p . 55. 




of the Ki k u y u . Ve ry fe w of t hem could speak or read the 
vernacular. They did not und er stand that freedom had mean-
i n g for th e Af r ic a n s .63 Th e European s felt that the y we r e 
t l . l A.c . . . 1 . d f. 1 . f 6 4 eac1 1 n g t1e Lrica ns a c1 v1 ize way o i e . . 
Th e black men who j o ined t h e British troop s during 
th e Se c ond World War l e arn ed th a t a lthou g h their white 
masters had tri e d to conv i nce t hem otherwise, they were not 
superior and their God did not protect them to any g reater 
extent . than the bl a cks. The f reedo m fi g hters, many of whom 
were members of th e "Age groups of 40", vowed to reclaim 
lands and win fre e dom for their country. However, in order 
to win mor e me mbers, leaders of the age g roup of 40 said that 
only those Europeans who refused to leave would be killed. 
The Africans were weary of trying to obtain their 
lands peacefully- - they had asked the government to return 
them and were refu s ed.65 The Africans felt that they 
11 
••• must chase the white ma n off our [Africans'] soil. This 
is our land. 1166 When approached about the issue of land the 
Europeans replied '' ... they want their country. Their coun-
try! We have made it ours. 1167 
03 Ibid., PP· 62-63 . 
64 lb. , 
_la., p. 6 7 • 
6 Srbid., pp. 23-29 . 
661b id ., p . 139. 
6_ 7 .!_!?_i d . ' p. 139. 
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Another issue wa s so il cons ervat ion. The Africans 
questioned th e procedures, believing that they were another 
for m of p ersecution . The settler-oriented g overnment 
required the Af ricans to dig trenches on the African-held 
lanes. The law wa s enforced br utall y . However, in the lands 
held by the Europeans th ese trenches we re not required. Afr i-
cans, e~pecially a f ter the Second World War, were required 
to dig t ren c hes in an attempt to prevent soil erosion in the 
r eserv es . The r e serves t e nded to be located in hilly and 
semi-fertile land. The g overnment, iu an attempt to raise 
the sub sistence level, had instituted t he se ~chemes. 68 
Reli g ion was an important aspect of the African 
society. The Europeans controlled or tried to control the 
Afri .can spirit by trying to convert the Africans to Christ-
ianity. The missionaries' opposition to many African reli-
gious practices and to female circumcision were bones of 
contention. The missionaries would not accept the explana-
tion of the tribe about the significance of ceremony of cir-
cumcision. "If we die uncircumcised we cannot go to join 
our ancestors ."69 
681bi~., pp. 30-31. 
69 rbid.,p. 31. 
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In an attempt to preserve their identity and self-
respect and to reduce the white man's control, the Africans 
developed s e veral tactics. The oathin g ceremony was 
designed to unite the Africans against the Europeans. The 
oathin g cer e mon y was traditiona l, but the Freedom Fighters 
altered it. By taking an oath the Kikuyu were assured that 
the oath take r '' ... no lon ge r be the white man's stooge but 
a worker for freeclom." 70 The oathing ceremony was described 
as incorporating the sacrifice of a lamb. Its blood sym-
boliz ed " ... t h e blood which would be shed in fighting." The 
' drinking of the blood signified that th e oath taker 
'' ... would never give up the fight for freedom ~ntil the last 
white man has ed.ther left the cou!l.try nr been ki J J.erl , " 71 -
In addition, the o a th taker had to promise to obey the 
leaders, to not divulge any information to people who had 
not taken the oath, to make any sacrifice required. 72 After 
the Declaration of the State of Emergency people who had not 
taken the oath were forced to do so because the leaders felt 
this would prevent betraya1. 73 
7 O Ih id. , p . 74. 
71
_rbid., p. 7 7 . 
72
_Ibid _., PP· 77-78. 
7 3_lb ~i . , pp. 106- 109 . 
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The Europeans, i n o rd e r to keep their positions 
of power secure, often use d la ws to t i1eir own advantage. 74 
I 
They even perjured themsel v es . They felt compelled to 
retain their superior positions under any circumstances 
and thr ough any mea ns . 75 Before the Declaration of the 
Stat e of Emerg enc y, many of the settlers tried to persuade 
the government to al lo w t hem to shoot all the trouble - makers. 
The Decl aration f urther convinced the Africans that the 
white man int e nded to ret a in his position of control. 
increa sed the Africans ' desire t o gai n independence. 
This 
They 
had c onf idenc e i n their leaders to gain the dignity and the 
freedom which th ey had been d enied. With the Declaration of 
the State of Emergen cy, 
... the utter i njustice of the Government and the bru-
tality of the settlers to wards any man with a black 
skin was beginning to cause a blind hatred wh ic h hit 
any whe re and anyhow. The Af rican was more determined 
th a n .ever to wipe out the crue l opp r ession at any cost. 
The Gover nmf nt's action, especially in arresting the 
leaders, caused th e whole f reedom movement to snap 
out of control. 76 
The Emergency prevented many traditional aspects of Kikuyu 
life from continuing. For examp l e , the communal system of 
I 
living which was the es sence of their ex istence wa s brut ally 
prohibited.7 7 
74 I bid ., PP· 3 7, 170. 
7 r::, 49 . -Ib id . , p . 
7 6 ,.b · ·1 
-~ !.. (~ . ' pp. 9 8 -9 9 . 
7 7 lb . l 
-~-, p. 98 . 
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Many Eu ropean s att ributed t he uprising to outside 
inter ven tic n and concei ved of it as 11 ••• a war on a national 
basis rather t han a l ocal Ki k u yu uprisin g . 1178 However, one 
would be led to b e lieve that the author tho ugh t that there 
was no int ervention fro m abroa d and that it wa s purely a 
Kikuyu-Europ ea n conflict. Not a ll the people who joined the 
fo:::-c e s i a the for e st j oi ned he c.ause they ag reed entirel y 
with t he aims and the tactics of t he Mau Ma u. However, for 
ffiany the for est seeme d t o be the only san~tuary; the only 
practical de cision was to join the forest forces. Following 
a raid by the forest forces the security for c es would arrest, 
interro ga t e , and torture the young people of the village. 
These securi ty forces assumed th e character of "lords of 
creation". I£ the Afrlc a n members of the security forces 
conceded openly that th ey supported t he government, the 
freedom fighters wou ld attack their families. The forest 
forces ¼ere not p ea cefull y unified. Many r ese nted the fact 
that they had to obey youn g leaders. 79 The morale of the 
fighters decreased as th e number of defectors to the gover n-
ment incr e ased. As they lost men, their admissions require-
ments b e cam e less stingent. Consequently> many of the new 
78 l_l:, _  ~-~ . , p p . 1 0 7 - 0 8 . 
79
.D~_L_c!_., PP · 174-75 , 
-f---
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member s of the forces were actually spies . BO There wa s 
increased co mpetition am ong the leaders . 81 A few of the 
f or est l eaders came t o t he conclu s io n that the y could b est 
serve the interests of th e ir pe ople by leaving the forest 
and by working directly with their people. They be ga n to 
feel t hat they were not able to accomplish any thin g c on -
s tructi ve in t h eir forest forces as they had hoped. 82 Those 
who were captured by the secu r ity forces were subjected to 
various de gree s of menta l as we ll a s ph y s i cal torture. :Many 
Kik u yu suffered , ¥h e ther or not the y had become members of 
the forest armies . In addit ion to th e su fferin g s brou ght 
about by the various methods of torture by the security 
forces, many su f fere d for the y were not s ure what pc siti o~ 
they should take aad how their act ion s wou ld affect their 
fam i l i es . 83 
Wach ira co mment ed tha t although the forest figh t er s 
seemed to have lost, the fi g ht proved ' ' . . . to be the decisive 
point, t he point whe r e the white man started to think about 
our Uhu r u [ Freed om] . 118 !f The Kikuy u had begun t o realize th a t 
when the physical fight had no t realized its aims it wa s 
neces sary to develop an underground movement and form a 
SO Ibid. , 
- --
p . 178 . 
81 Ibid. , 
---
p . 181 
82 Ib :Ld . 
' 
PP · 2 1 7 -1 8 . 
8 3 l h :i.<1. 
' 
p . 2 21. 
841bid . 
' 
pp. 280 - 8 1. 
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p o 1 i t i ca 1 p a r t y . Throug h p olitics and pressure, world 
opinion would ~ventuall y fo rce the colonial government to 
gran t independ e nce.BS 
All Africans were not united against the Europeans. 
Some remained loy a l to t he gover nment, to the settlers, and 
to Christia n it y . However, man y of those who opposed the 
Europeans' practices and policies, bl amed their elders for 
allowing the Europeans' to settle in Kenya. The blacks had 
initially accepted the whites on the supposition that the 
whites were to remain temporarily. The Europeans came with 
the intentio n of settling permanently. The Africans were 
exposed to an alien culture but were given limited access to 
it. The Europeans had nc interest in the African culture 
except to the extent of forcing changes of those practices 
which were not in the settlers' interests or which to them 
were r epugnant . 
In a few material aspects, e.g., education and medi-
cine, the Africans benefitted from the presence of the Euro-
peans. However, everything the Europeans provided was to 
serve the Europeans' interests, the Africans believed. Many 
elements of the Africans' culture including the political, 
sociolo gical, and economic structures were destroyed by the 
85Jbii., pp. 280-87. 
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Europeans' or government' s policies. Those aspects of the 
European culture which wer e superimposed on the Africans 
were n o t rel ev ant to the Af ricans' e x p e rience and life. The 
Afric a ns had neith e r their own culture nor t he Europeans' 
culture in whic ~ to function and operate. 
The Africans were h umiliated by the European atti-
t udes an d practic e s. Their a ttempts to reach a reasonable, 
mod erate settle me nt with the Europeans concerning partici-
p at ion in the governmen t, society, and economy were fru s -
trate d const antly by the Europeans. The European reticence 
and lack of se nsi tivity to the Africans' interests and feel-
ings exacerbated the conflict. 
These African novels indicate that the Africans we re 
forced into assuming a position of violence by the policies 
and practices of the Europeans. However, there was hope for 
the future. Violence would not completely solve the prob-
lems which had b een brought about by the presence of the 
white man. 
politic s . 
Chan ge mi g ht be brou ght abo ut e ventually through 
Mutual understanding between Europeans and Afri-
cans would be essential. 
CHAPTER. VI I 
CONCLUSIONS 
The preceding ch a pters have e xamined a number of 
int e. r pr e tat i o n s of the ¥au Ma u . Each author's conceptual-
iz a ti on o f Ma u 1-fau--its developm e nt, causes, tact ics ---was 
greatly affected by his background, his educational , socio-
logical, and more particularly, his racial background. Dif-
feren c es in racial background expla in the basic misunder-
st a ndings, points of view, attitudes, and interests. 
f One becomes a· 1are that there were basically two 
points of Vi.e w : that uf th~ whit e , ~.e., the white settler, 
th e European, th e Ame~ican on the one hand, and that of the 
black Kenyan on the other. As a rul e, until the decade of 
th e 19 6 0's, the world was exposed almost exclusively to the 
views of the whites not only in the literary fozms (personal 
memoirs and nov ef s) which have been examined in this study, 
but also thrcu g h other media such as movies, news, papers, 
ma g azin e s, r a dio, and television. All these media during 
the Er,: c r g en c y we r e d ire c t e d to w hi t e au d i enc es . Actu ally, 
th e expos ure t hrou g h television during the Emer g ency was 
limit ed b ecau se r el ~tivel y few persons had television i~ 
r:he Dn :i te d St a t es a nd ! Eu r op e . Television wa s not av a il.able 
~ 
in ' Ken y a . Howev er , r l ev ision hai become a n import an t 
J. 8 3 
vehicle f or proj e cting s eve ral movies during the last 
decade. 
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The blacks' viewpoints w ere not afforded a similar 
exposure throu g h all these media. Access to the media and 
the media t h e ms e l v es we r e controlled by whites both within 
Kenya and wit h out , especi a lly durin g the Eme rgency. In 
addition, the blacks who were involved in Mau Mau or detained 
did not usually have an environment and materials conclusive 
to recording events and ideas. Although some of the alleged 
Mau Mau members a s well as those loyal to the gove rn ment 
were liter~te, much history among Afr ican tribes was still 
not preserved in written form. The past was transmitted 
throug h the spoken word . People were accustomed to learn 
of situations, policies, and events by word of mouth. Retri-
bution, not always deserved, migh t have been inflict ed upon 
those blacks who had decided to tr y to publish during the 
Emergency, either b y the g overnment or by the Mau Mau. The 
government and the settlers would have been extremely sus-
picious of an y black wr iting. Even if works had be e n com-
pleted, the blacks would not have had access to publication. 
One point which must be considered is that none of 
the books examined which were written by blacks have directly 
criticize d the Mau Mau. However, there is concern with vio-
lence. None of the black writers examined was loyal to the 
government. Most of the black authors were not actively 
involved in or did not actively support Ma u Mau. They 
straddled the fence and osten s ibly supported neither the 
government nor the Mau Mau. 
As distance fro m an event, measured in terms of 
time 1 increas es , the objectivity of an author generally 
incr ea ses. When writers experience the pain of having 
friends and relatives murdered violently it is difficult 
for them to be ob j ective. One fact that mus t be kept in 
mind is that the novelists were not concerned primarily 
with providing accurate information. One must be fully 
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aware of the fact that the whites were writing during the 
Emergency. The effect the events had on their in terp reta-
tion, no doubt, was enormous, especially in those cases 
where they were writing b efore the heat of the conflict had 
diminished. In the novels and personal memoirs written by 
the whites, readers are exposed to the concept that the Mau 
Mau were excessively vi olent. This was partly because the 
information concernin g the Mau Mau attacks, activities, and 
co mba t was purveyed by the government and disse minated 
throu gh the wh ite grapevine. A fewer number of whites pro~ 
portionately were killed by t he Mau Ma u forces than vice 
versa. Accordin g to the statist ics cited by Corfield in 
the His toric al Survey of th~ Ori g ins ~nd Growth of Mau Mau, 
ninety -five European s, both civilians and members of the 
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security for c e we re killed while 11,503 Mau Mau wer~ killed. 1 
Informat io n a bout th e inci de nts of the murder s of the white s 
was used for propaga nd a pu rpose s a nd as a r a tionale on the 
part of t he whites . The settl e rs and their government must 
have felt th a t it wa s ne c essary to sav e face in front of t he 
wa tc hi ng world. 
In o rde r to rationalize their own behavior end that 
of th ei r governmen t, the whites painted an ex tr emely violent 
picture of Ma u ~au . The enemy was pictur e d as concrete and 
tan g ible. Each black perso n wa s required to tak e a stand 
either for the g overnment or for the Ma u Mau . The wh ites 
wanted to kn ow de f i~itely whose interests the blacks planned 
to serve. Violenc e , in especially bizarre forms~ produc e d 
a feeling ot hatred for the perpetrators. Those white perso n s 
undecided ab ou t which rights the blacks sh -0uld be g iven, were 
forc e d to choose the whi te's defensive pc sition. 
The whites needed to show why they were unable to 
overcome the i r enemy easily, although the former had the aid 
of Great Britain in the form of men trained in modern warfare, 
advanced we apons, a nd supplies. Many of the grievances of 
th e bl a cks were the result of certain wh ite attitudes and 
practices which were c a rried thr o u g h go vernmental procedures. 
The whi tes n ee ded to show that they had ample reason to fight. 
Growth 
p. 3 1 6 . 
J. r, , 
J ' . D . 
o f Hau 
I Co rfie l d , Historical Sur ._"_e~y __ o_f __ t_h_.e __ O_ri~g~i_·.n_ s_a,-n_d 
N1-;iu ( London : H . M.· S t a ti o n ary Off ice, 19 60 ), 
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Violence on t he p a rt of the blac k s s e e med to be the justi-
fication. 
Violen c e, however, incr e ased a fter the government 
decl a r ed a State of Eme r ge nc y . When the govern ment decl a red 
the St ate of Eme r ge nc y , was t he re actually in e xistence a 
cl e ar and pr e se nt d a n g er ? Did the d e claration only veri f y 
an est a blish ed s itu a tion and fact? Or did violence dev e lop 
as a re s ult of t he h ar ra s si ng tactics arlopt e d by the gov e rn-
ment? After the Emergenc y was declare d , had violence become 
a means of comTiun i cation for the blacks? The blacks ma y 
h a ve viewed' violence as the only means that would convey to 
the whites their feelings and ideas. 
used violence as a means of reply. 
In return, the whites 
The whites did not w~nt 
to chang e any of the situatio n s, practices, and attitudes 
whi c h had produced the black violence. Both sides found 
themselves in a position of having to save face. 
If the purpose of violence on the part of the blacks 
was to force change, it was not until much later that this 
purpose was served. One often sees that the violence was 
used or was interpreted • as means not to force change in the 
whit e p e o p l es ' and the gov e rnment's policies and attitudes, 
but to f o rc e the settlers to leave the country. If the 
settler s left the country, black people would have been free 
to func t ion with o ut white control and interests. The blacks 
wer e uti l izin g force to brin g about chang e , while the whites 
we re utiJ . i z ing f orce in an e ffort to ma intain the status quo. 
188 
The settlers and the world were so shocked at the viol ence 
becau se they could not co mpre hend what the blac k s wanted. 
The white world has vie wed colonizati o n as a po lic y which, 
althou gh a b u r den to th e mother country, was for the good 
of th e coloniz ed people . 
Proble mc develop whe n one society determines what 
is good for another . The colony was generally directed in 
the interests of the colo n ial power and not in the interests 
of the indi genous population. The whites felt that they 
had the right to d e termine the li mit of the rights of the 
blacks. Although blacks had been exposed to the whites' 
practices and ideas, they had not been allowed to partici-
p&te in the wh i tes ' society, economy, an d government. Only 
the blacks' skin color prevented them from participating. 
If the white population and government were so concerned that 
the blacks were not educated sufficiently to participate , 
why were not educational facilities provided in sufficient 
quality and quantity? The few changes that had been intro-
duced were brought about under great pressure a~d in conjunc-
tion with i ncreased power for the whites in other areas. 
Rebellion, such as Mau Mau, could only happen in 
those instances whe re the oppressor is in very close proximity 
to the oppre ssed and where the differences of position are 
artificially bas e d on racial criteria. The Mau Mau primarily 
involv e d those wh o had been in contact with white values. 
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The ~hites them s elves wer e aware that situations and people 
were chaiging. I Many settlers were becoming increasingly 
aware that the i r positions 2nd po w er were threatened by the 
seeds that h a d been sown throughout the twentieth century. 
The whites had carried to all corners of the globe ideas and 
practic e s which were often co n tradictory, e.g., the rights 
of man and t he superiority of the whites. 
whites wanted to preserve the status quo ber.ause it 
served their inter ests .. The whites in Kenya knew that th ei r 
privileged positions did not rest on merit. They wanted no 
change exce~t that wh ich wo uld increase their ~ontrol. 
Chan ge, any change, which might force them to share rights 
would mean that they wou ld no lon ge r possess that which 5is-
tingui shed tliem from the rest of the society. A number of 
settle--s had not been successful in their home countries. 
Others felt th a t their attempts to obtain a position had 
be en th war t ed by the establishment either because they did 
not come from the right families or receive education at 
accepted i n stitutions. Still others had been given land in 
Kenya b y t he Britisl1 government in payment for wartime ser-
vice s . In addition , there were people who we re serving tern-
pcrarily as representatives of the British government. Those 
Europeans who had not been succe ssf ul in their home countries 
had set up social, political, and economic barriers in ord er 
to elevate th e mselves into a position of artificial super-
iority . T hey w6 re th e pe o ple whose positions would be most 
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altered. As a result tltey had to develop a violent ration-
ale for th emselves and t h e worl d. 
One must remember that, in ad dition to the fact that 
the media and access to th e med ia we re controlled b y the 
whites, the media we re geared for consumption by whi t es . 
Materi a ls were writ t en in Englis h. The .refore, the aud ience 
primarily was composed of those who knew English. In some . 
instance s , th e m2terials were translated into the tribal 
lan g ua ge s or Swahili by English-speaking Africans. Ma terials 
disse mina t ed through radio and mo vies required knowledge of 
English. Generally, whites were the only persons who could 
afford to o wn radios or to go to the movies. Therefore, these 
media did not utilize the languages of the blacks. 
ln mc:1.ny .i.111:;tances, at least initially, the socioio--
gical str uctu re . prede t e rmined by race may prevent persons 
of one race from emotionally and intellectually appreciating 
and comprehending the others' practices, ideas, and way of 
life. This especially was true of the whites in Kenya. To 
a large extent, however, the blacks exhibited a great com-
prehen s ion for the y , in many instances, functioned within 
the whit e system. The blacks were required to support that 
system while not bein g considered equal participants. The 
whites import e d Western societ y to Kenya. To serve their own 
inter es ts, they superimpos e d their society on the country. 
1\s far as th e settlers and th e g overnment were conce:rned there 
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was re a ll y no reason to u n d er s tand the black society. The 
whites n e v e r work e d within the blacks' structure. Blacks 
were bent to be subs e rv i e n t to the white s , but not to par-
ticipate on equal footing jn the whi te structure. The whites' 
kno wledge o f bl a ck s wa s of a diff e r e ~t nature . Their behav-
ior was not be nt to th e black structure. Their relationship 
with the bl ac ks was external, i.e., the y did not function 
within the b la c k society. On the other ha n d, the bl a cks' 
relationship with the whites was internal, in that they func-
tioned in the wh ite society, albeit at the command of the 
' white. The situation might be expressed in the fol l owing way. 
The whit e s a l lowed the blacks into th e ir game. The rules, 
however, wer A different for each teRm. 
allowed to score. The blRc k s were not. In fact, the blacks 
in essence, were only to help the whites to score. 
As the blacks functioned within the structure of the 
whites they became more knowledgable. When the blacks became 
the enemy they were far less fathomable for the whites. As 
a result they were viewed as a greater threat . The point 
has been made by some that c considerable number of the whites 
who had been relatively close to blacks were killed. Hhy? 
The whites' relationship with the blacks was often paternal-
istic. The blacks wanted no father figure in the white. Why 
were the missionari e s so vulnerable? Africa, as other parts 
of the n o n-W este rn world. was op e n e d first by the missionar-




supported the missi on aries f or i n troducing the Christian 
religio n , they int r oduced Western civilization, both the 
id eological and mate ri a l aspects of that civilization. The 
missi ona ri e s i n Keny a were the first Westerners to o ffer 
education al faci lities . Rcwe v er , they generally felt that 
th e bl a cks wo u]d not b e sufficiently prepared to participate 
in th e white society and culture for a lon g ti me . Mission-
ari es , pur veyors o f th e Western culture, required that the 
Africans give up some of their unique traditions and adopt 
Western pr ac tices. The missionaries we re so utterly con-
vinced that their mission was to save the damned. They may 
not have b ee n awa re that their attack on tribal practices 
was not onl y de s tro v in g th2se practices but also the struc-
ture of the society. 
When Chri st i a n missionaries ~ere subject ed to vio-
lence and their practices questioned, Euro pe ans reacted in 
extre me . The white God had been attacked by those who were 
damned. The concept held by the Ken yan whites was that they 
were providing an opportunity to the blacks for salvation 
from d amnation . The whi te world saw the attack on mission-
aries as we ll as on other whites as the total black rejection 
of the whit e so c i e ty and the white power structure. In the 
ma in, the whi tes were not ala r cied th at the black rejection 
of the white society would 
the whites were to l eav e. 
chaotic s ~ tuation if 
The whit e s we re primarily con-
result in a 
cerned t~at th e ir i nte rests wo uld no l0nger be served. 
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The blacks sa w that the =urvival of the white life 
style wa s dependent upon the blacks . However, the white was 
not necess ary f or black survi va l. T~eir way of li fe had been 
alter ed by the wh i te . The wh ites felt they had contributed 
to the well-bei ng of the b la c ks. How e v er , although some 
facilities 2nd ser v ic es> e . g., me dical, were made available 
to blacks , at least on a li mited basis, ade quate provisions 
were not devised to ta ke into account the co11sequences of 
I 
such exposure . Also one must remember that when a so ciet y 
is exposed to the material aspects of an~ther, the level of 
material exp e ct&tion in the forme r radically rises . The people 
of developi ng areas of the world urimarily desire to emulate 
others materially. Gener ally, they d~ not desire to change 
spiritually . 
The existence o f the colo r-bar permitted the inclu-
sion of the black in the white system only to the point he 
serv ed the white . There was, on the other hand, noth ing 
desi g ned to exclude th e white fr om the black society. The 
white felt that the re was nothing for th e whites in the black 
soci e ty. There was noth ing which forced him to s r rve in the 
black society . With the onset of the black a ttac ks , the white 
man wa s unable to look t o him self as the cause. He was not 
aware (o r if he 1was aware, he did not care) of wha t his pre-
sence had don e to the black. Without understanding the c au se s 
for bl ~ ck unr e s t , the whites felt compelled to s t ress the 
horr o r o f the att a cks. 
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Especi a lly in those instances of attacks on families, 
the blacks involved often worked for the family. In some 
instances, th e se p e ople h a d b e en for c ed by Mau Mau to parti-
cipate in the a ttack. The fact that the settlers ca me to 
believe that th f y wer e att a cked by the 
horror o f th e situation mor e intense . 
own servants made the 
Not only men were 
atta c k e d but whole families. Although many women and children 
had died during the world wars, the En g lish families had not 
experie .nced dea -h d i r e ctl y at the hands of the Germans, but 
through long range weapons which did n o t inv olv e personal 
contact. The enem y was not seen and the enemy wa s not known 
I 
during the worl h wars . The wh ite s st ~ ess their horror in the 
to per s on basis, utilizing weapons which required direct con-
tact. The blacks had not been considered ab le t j organize 
themsalves to suc h an extent. The whites had no~ realized 




far as literar y value is concerned, one, of course, 
with l the age old situation of good velus evil, 
The analogy carried to co l or, from the the d ev i 1. 
white poin t of view, would have white symbolizing goodness, 
God 
the 
fightin g to survive against the black, s ymbolizing evil, 
The . blacks viewed the situation from l the oppo si te 
point o f v L ::w . In these instances, the co lor representation 
is · carried to ski1, color. There·could be no more sim plistic 
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manner of e x pression. What hapµe~eci t o those blac ks who 
supported · th e. white s in this co nfl agration? Those blacks, 
as the Ma u Mau expressed i t , h a d white hearts. They were 
no lon ger considered by other bl a cks t o be blac k b ec aus e 
they had fo rs a krn t he black ide a s and t raditions while sub-
mitting themselves to t he wh i te man. 
S ince th e wh ite wri t e rs were directin g themselves to 
whites t hey realized t he ir audiences would readily accept 
horror · perpetr a t ed by the blacks . 
not to str ess the horror so much. 
Th e blac k writers seemed 
They were more concerned 
with the bac kg rou nd and cau ses o f the r e volt. The horr ~ r they 
depict ia not that of attack on families, but the torme~t--
mental, physi c al, a nd spiritual --brou ght about by consistant ly 
brutal tre atmen t of indi v iduals who had been captured by 
government forces. The objective of the captors was to brea k 
the spirit of those captured, so they would no longer be black 
in spirit but would becom e co mp letely submissi v e to the will 
of the white. 
The difference in depiction of horror would seem to 
be the result of the differences of outlook of ea ch race 
toward th e oth e r. The white seemed to be concerned with p hy si-
c a l att acks on his person and on his status quo. Although 
the bl ack suf fered physical brutality, th e black authors were 
more c once r ned with the effe c t on the spirit of the man . The 
fear of Mau Mau physical attack caused great emotional strain 
on wh it es . 
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Althou g h a lmos t witho ut ex c ep tion the comments and 
attit udes e x pressed by t h e au thors dr ew them into t wo groups --
th e black an d t he white - - there wa s an area of grey exhibited 
iii so me wor k s. All the blame for the creation of the situa-
tion of the Emergen c y was n ot laid c omp let e l y at t he feet of 
one by th e oth er . For examp le, one of the principle European 
char a ct e rs in Robe rt Rua rk 's So me t hing of Va lue stated in the 
clo si n g pages that part o f the over a ll problem lay in the fact 
th at the black c us toms and way of life had been ta ke n away by 
the whites but had not been replaced by "something cf value". 
The Europeans wished to maintain the privileged posi-
tions which they had structured. The Afric a ns wished to regain 
th e v a lued positi ~Tis, p rorertie s , and resp e ct which th ey had 
possess ed prior to the arrival of the Eu ro peans. Thus, basic-
ally both had similar desires. However, the difference lay 
in the fact th a t the Europeans ' privile g ed positi ons were 
authorized and !supported by the government's policies. The 
Africans initially attempted to realize their goals through 
establish e d c ortstitution al channels. However, those channels 
were closed by the Europeans. Eventually, the Africans resorted 
to violence. They bec ame thoroughly convinced that the Euro-
pe ans would a ct only in their own int e rests. The government 
o f fe red no alt er native to the Africnns when it declared a 
State o f Eme r ge ncy. The Declaration sparked violence, it ~is 
not an a n sw e r violenc e . 
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